Rumpelstiltskin – The Review by Jane Tomlinson (Eynsham)

The Drama Group’s panto this year was a most welcome romp into the surreal world of storybook land. ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ brought us baby-snatching, greed, love, ludicrous costumes and lashings of groan-worthy jokes. Lawrence Tuck in the title role presented us with a brilliant green-wigged villain, who always spoke in rhyme, with just enough creepiness to frighten the children and elicit lots of enthusiastic booing from the grown-ups. The scene in which Moulin played by Eleanor Tuck gets married and gives birth, all within the space of 30 seconds, deserves a particular praise for comic absurdity. The cast, whose ages ranged from 8 to over 60 looked like they were having terrific fun and made sure there was something for everyone to enjoy. I haven’t laughed so much since the 1976 Morecombe and Wise Christmas show.

What better way to spend a grim January night than to laugh at grown men prance around in colourful tights and make a complete fool of themselves? Makes you proud to be British. Bravo!

