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  Salford Parish Council
Chairman:                            Nigel Colston 

Vice-Chairman:                   Nicholas Hill 

Councillors:                        George Fawdry 

                                             Elizabeth Leaper 

                                             Dennis Stickley 
Clerk:                                  Carol Ross, email: clerk-spc@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Council website:    
http://www.wospweb.com/site/Salford-Parish-Council/index.htm   

The Clerk writes:
Salford Parish Council meets once a month in the Village Hall, on the third Tuesday of the month.  Members of the public are always welcome to attend.

Agendas and minutes are displayed on the village noticeboards.

Even though we are a small parish, there are still many things to discuss at each meeting, and the ever-increasing communication from the West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) and the Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) keeps the Council and Clerk pretty busy.

We are in regular contact with the OCC’s Highways Department, usually about fly-tipping and rubbish dumped in lay-bys and on the verges, and also about road signs, drains, and road repairs.  The Parish Council Chairman met the Deputy Chief Engineer of the District Council in October to discuss the village drains, many of which were silted up.  He agreed that they should be subjected to high-pressure washouts.  The grass verge near the church needs some attention to make it suitable for parking, and he undertook to put blocking there, and also to repair the road at the bottom end of the play-ground.  It is hoped these repairs will take place in the near future.
As many of you know, all planning applications are sent to us and can be viewed prior to our meetings by arrangement with the Parish Council Clerk.  The WODC’s Planning Committee takes into consideration the comments of Salford Parish Council when making their decisions on planning. 

Last July’s flooding affected approximately eleven properties in the Parish, and the WODC has issued an interim report on the floods, a copy of which is in the Village Hall.  The Clerk receives regular updates by email on weather forecasts and flood warnings, and information on this and other WODC matters may be obtained from her or from the WODC at 01993 861000, or at www.westoxon.gov.uk, email enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk.  
On the village playground the cradle swing-seats were replaced in September and the gaps around the surfacing under the swings were filled in.  We were concerned that vandalism occurred in the summer when a young tree was deliberately broken off at its base and at the same time the fence at the bottom was broken in several places.  The Council will be replacing this fence in the near future.  Sweet papers, crisp packets etc are often left on the green around the playground and we would be pleased if those using the green would put litter in the bin provided.  It is in all our interests that the village is a pleasant and vandal-free place to live, and we urge parents to communicate this to their children.
Parking in the village continues to be a problem and we ask everyone to be considerate so that footpaths and pavements are not blocked.

We have a Police Community Support Officer called Kirstyn Tyrer, who is available on 0845 8 505 505 (shoulder number c9958).  The same number is available to report non-urgent crime or anti-social behaviour.
The Clerk is developing a Parish Council website, which has just started on line (see address above).  It may take a while before it is fully comprehensive but we hope it will provide easy access to news of village activities, documents produced by the Parish Council including agendas and minutes of meetings, and links to the District and County Council information. Full details of the website address will shortly be put up on the two village noticeboards.

Finally, the Annual Parish Meeting takes place at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, 15 April.  This should be of interest to everyone, and we would be pleased to see as many there as possible.  Both our District and County Councillors should be there.  Coffee and biscuits will be served.
  Village Hall
Andrew Thomas writes:

The Village Hall has seen a flurry of activities since its recent refurbishment and the Village Hall Committee are pleased to announce that bookings are higher than previous years.  The hall is now regularly used for fitness classes, ballet, line dancing etc.  There are also increases in private bookings for parties, to cater for all ages.  The Committee are pleased that the hall is being used by villagers, the Parish Council, and the W.I., and are keen to encourage more usage from within the village.

The Committee has also had successes in recent fund-raising events which include the hugely popular Salford Players drama and the Quiz Night.  These evenings were made more comfortable by the recent addition of new tables and chairs.

There are plans to continue fund-raising to provide sports equipment for village users (e.g. table tennis table, badminton nets) and increase the popularity of the hall to a wider audience.  Further details of events will be advertised in the village nearer the time.

The Committee would like to thank everyone for their continued support of the hall and please feel free to contact Andrew Thomas or Tim Dowling 
if you would like to join the Committee or help out at events.

Gilly Barnard writes:
  St Mary’s Church:  
Fund-raising events have included the Garden Fête, the Historic Churches Sponsored StRide, as well as teas at Chastleton Churchyard.  These all provided most welcome additions to funds – in particular the teas, which also demonstrate Christian outreach.  They are immensely appreciated by the customers.  The Harvest was celebrated as a family service, followed by lunch in the village hall.  Children helped to decorate the church for this occasion.  With the help of Andrew Keith, the children also enjoyed putting on an impromptu nativity scene at Christmas.  Andrew Keith is working hard at encouraging children and families to be more involved in the life of the Church.  The Village Church Council continues to oversee care of the building and the churchyard, and the lighting in the Nave has been improved.  The VCC is most grateful to those who clean and decorate the church, and mow the churchyard.  There is still an urgent need for musicians to accompany the services – ring Andrew Keith if anyone can help.

  Bell-Ringers:

They continue to ring from time to time, for which we are most grateful.  New ringers, experienced or not, would be much appreciated.  If you are interested, do get in touch with Nick Hill.  They are a friendly group and would welcome additions to the team.

  Women’s Institute: 
This year will be the 40th since the Institute was re-formed and members are planning a special event to celebrate.  Meanwhile, the year has been much enjoyed with some excellent talks and demonstrations, as well as very worthwhile events put on by the Oxfordshire Federation.  There really is a lot to enjoy and learn with the Institute, as well as the companionship, with refreshments each month!  To find out more, ring Gilly Barnard, Roma Smith, or new President Jayne Hanks.  New members – and guests at meetings – are very welcome.
Cricket Club:

Dave Hands writes:

2007 was a mixed bag for Salford Cricket Club. The senior team had a reduced number of games due to the weather, in what are laughingly referred to as the summer months.  The game against the Kingham Plough Pub team was cancelled due to the sad sudden death of Tony Cripps, their captain, just beforehand.  The charity match in July was held at Churchill and raised much needed funds for the parish, and thanks to all who turned up to see Salford lose to the Cornwell team.  The good news is that the Salford 'lardies ' are fired up for the return match on July 19th this year at Kingham Hill School. 

A major success was the youth training sessions held at Rectory Farm. There was a steady attendance of approximately 11 children all through the summer months and some fine young players are making fantastic progress. Many thanks go to Nigel and Elizabeth for the use of their lawn and extra thanks to Nigel's teaching skills and to John Pattis's enthusiasm and support. A new season of youth cricket will be starting soon so watch Centerpoint, the Parish Website and the village notice boards for details. 

A partnership has also been formed with Lower Swell Cricket Club and a number of Salford players are helping them out when they are short of players; the same offer has been reciprocated from Swell to Salford.  

We are always on the look out for new players ,senior and youth , so if interested please contact the club captain Dave Hands.
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