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The Clerk writes:

Salford Parish Council meets in the Village Hall on the third Tuesday of every month, and each April there is an Annual Parish Meeting.  Members of the public are welcome to attend all meetings.  The agenda and minutes for each meeting are displayed on the main village noticeboard by the Village Hall and  are also on the village website, www.salfordvillage.org.uk. 
Nick Hill has taken over from Nigel Colston as Chairman, and George Fawdry has left after many years’ service, for which we are all indebted.  Veronica Edmunds has been co-opted, and Liz Leaper has stepped down – we are grateful to her for her contribution over the last four years.  The procedure to co-opt a replacement is now in operation.

The area covered by the Parish Council is roughly-speaking from Southerndown Nursing Home to the Cross Hands junction.  Local matters are discussed at each Parish Council meeting, with particular emphasis on general village maintenance and issues, the local highways (litter, road signs, footpaths, etc), drainage and flooding, and planning applications.  A large volume of correspondence drops through the Clerk’s door from the County and District Councils and also from neighbouring authorities about a wide range of issues.

A model publication scheme has been adopted by all Parish Councils in order to make council information accessible to the public.  In Salford this means that everything is now displayed on the noticeboard, put on the village website, or available in hard copy from the Clerk.  

Part of the main village noticeboard has now been made accessible to the public as requested at the last annual meeting. 

The playground is inspected regularly and has had new swing cables for the flat swings during the last year.  The trees have been pruned, and a smart new fence was put up by Ken Bayliss in October, shortly before his untimely death – a fitting legacy.  A plaque celebrating Ken’s work for the village will be put on the fence in due course.

Following the July 2007 floods, the WODC( produced a general report and also one specifically for Salford.  Copies of both reports are available on-line or in hard copy from the Clerk.  The County Council have budgeted £200,000 to support flood prevention in villages including Salford.  We are concerned about the potential flooding of the village hall, and a site meeting was held in March with representatives of the village hall, parish council, and people whose properties are involved, to investigate what might be done.  An approach has been made to WODC so that these issues may be addressed as soon as possible, and their representatives will be visiting shortly. The Parish Council has had a site visit with the Council drainage engineers to look at The Leys drainage, as large quantities of water flooded from there down Roses Lane when the snow melted, and froze into sheet ice. This issue was raised over a year ago, and we are urgently requesting action.
The bus services have changed, in that the service X8A has been withdrawn and the Kingham railbus no longer operates via Salford and Cornwell.  However, the Villager Community bus now provides a service to Chipping Norton and back on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, and the 811 does the same on Saturdays.  

We are allowed to give small donations to local organisations, and this year we have donated to the Village Community bus and the Lawrence Home Nursing Team.

It is in everyone’s interests to keep this village as nice a place to live in as possible, and we would like to urge people to use the litter-bins for litter (particularly on the playground) and to park considerately. 
Finally, the Annual Parish Meeting takes place at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, 21 April.  This should be of interest to everyone, and we would be pleased to see as many there as possible.  Both our District Councillor (Andrew Bleaney) and County Councillor (Hilary Biles) representatives should be there.  Refreshments will be served.

Village Hall

Andrew Thomas writes:

The Village Hall continues to be in frequent use after its refurbishment and the Village Hall Committee are pleased to announce that bookings are generally higher than previous years. 

The Hall now boasts two new table tennis tables which are available for hire with the Hall. In addition we have installed cricket nets for indoor cricket practice run by the Salford Cricket Club (see Dave Hands’ report below). The Hall is now regularly used for fitness classes, youth club, circle dancing, cricket club, recorder group etc.  There are also increases in private bookings for parties, to cater for all ages.  The Committee are pleased that the hall is being used by villagers, the Parish Council, and the W.I., and are still keen to encourage more usage from within the village.

The Committee has also had success in recent fund-raising events which include the Quiz Night, which raised £250 towards the running of the Hall. We are also working with the Salford Fête Action Group to help co-ordinate this year’s Village Fête with the use of the Hall.

We are acutely aware that the Hall is a resource for all the village and would like to thank everyone for their continued support. We are currently looking for two new committee members and please feel free to contact me or Tim Dowling if you would like to join the Committee or help out at events. 

Full details of the Hall, forthcoming events and bookings are available on our new website www.salfordvillagehall.co.uk and there is also a link from the Parish Council website.
St Mary’s Church

Andrew Keith writes:

Our great encouragement this year is that our new Benefice Youth Worker, Esther Bacon, has started a Youth Club every Thursday in the Village Hall and about 15 children and young people have been attending. At the Christmas Carol Service they entertained us with an informal Nativity Play. 

After experimenting with a new style of Family Service, “Church 4 All”, which was not well attended, we have simplified our pattern of services. There are now two services in the parish every Sunday: a more traditional Communion Service at 9.30, and a Family Communion at 11.00. The number of young people attending the church is very disappointing. Many of them have grown out of child-orientated family services. We encourage families to come to the Family Communion and to move around the five churches week by week, and we hope that in time some of the young people will want to be confirmed as full members of the church. We have also started an informal meeting at Juxon House every fortnight called SALT (sharing and learning together) to which everyone is welcome.

We are tremendously grateful to the Village Church Council who oversee the care of the Church, and to those who help with fundraising with Chastleton teas, the annual fete and in other ways, and also to those who clean the church, decorate it, mow the churchyard, and ring the bells. It is a joy to see the church so well cherished and cared for. 
Details of church activities are in Centrepoint and also on the Parish Council website.

Salford Cricket Club

Dave Hands writes:
Salford Cricket Club had another successful year, practically the junior side. They grew in numbers from an average of 6 turning out for practice in 2007 to 11 in 2008 and peaking at 15 on an evening in July. This allowed us to put together a team taking on Kingham junior school which went right down to the last two overs with Kingham just beating us. Thanks to a Sports For All grant from the Lottery Fund, we now have an indoor net in the village hall which has proved so popular that the numbers have swelled to 20 and extra practice sessions are being organised.  
The senior team had a thrilling match against Cornwell in July and this went right to the last ball where they needed 3 to win but a 6 was hit! Very close. Funds were replenished by another well-attended quiz night in the Black Horse (our adopted club house) so we are in a healthier position than in 2007 and as such have already pencilled in three matches and one tournament for 2009.

Our link to Lower Swell cricket club is as strong as ever and we were able to offer our support when they were short of players, which was gratefully received.
W.I.

Stella Perceval writes:
This Institute has offered a varied programme, not always in the Village Hall.  A tour of some Oxford Colleges, and a cookery demonstration at Moreton, were examples this year.  The highlight of the year was a 40th anniversary celebration champagne party held at Village Farm, when some former members shared memories about the early days of the W.I.  The County Federation provides additional opportunities to learn new skills, visit interesting places, or attend concerts.  Each meeting is a chance for friendship and a chat over a cup of tea.  New members – and guests – are always welcome.  To find out more, do ring new President Sue Fawdry (643603), or Gilly Barnard (643276) or myself (646778).
 

Contact numbers not given above are available from the Clerk (641414)
( West Oxfordshire District Council	





PAGE  
4

