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Salford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at

Salford Village Hall

on Tuesday, 17 June 2008 at 8.15pm

Present:
Cllrs N. Hill (Chairman), N. Colston, and E. Leaper, and Mrs C Ross (Clerk).

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr D. Stickley, who was away.
2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 20 May 2008
The minutes of the last meeting held on 20 May 2008 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, proposed by Cllr Leaper and seconded by Cllr Colston.
4. Matters arising from the minutes:

(a) Parish Council vacancy:  Veronica Edmunds had agreed to fill the vacancy, and her cooption was proposed by Cllr Leaper and seconded by Cllr Colston. She was welcomed by the Chairman and signed a Declaration of Acceptance form.  Other paperwork would be completed after the meeting.                                                               Action: CR
(b) Playground: Cllr Colston reported that Mr Ken Bayliss would start work imminently.  It was noted that one of the trees may need pruning but it was not the right time of year and the matter should go on the January agenda.

(c) Cllr Hill had altered the lock on the main village noticeboard so that a section was open to the public.

(d) Drainage: Cllr Hill had traced the source of the water accumulating around the village hall to a blocked culvert, which had now been cleared.
(e) Dog fouling: the owners of the offending dog were taking steps to keep the dog from wandering.

(f) Bus timetable:  the Clerk reported that the installation of the new bus timetable had been delayed but would take place soon.
5. Finance
(a) Adoption of 2007-8 accounts: The provisional accounts, 2007-8. had been circulated and were approved, proposed by Cllr Leaper and seconded by Cllr Colston.  They had been signed off by the internal auditor.  Section 1, Statement of Accounts, of the Annual Return was approved by the Council, proposed by Cllr Leaper and seconded by 
Cllr Colston.  Section 2, the Annual Governance Statement, was read     out and answers given to the nine points detailed as follows:


1.We have approved the statement of accounts which has been prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations and proper 
practices.  Answer: Yes
2.  We have maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

Answer: Yes

3. We have taken all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice which could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or on its finances.  Answer: Yes

4.  We have provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. Answer: Yes

5. We have carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and taken appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.  Answer: Yes

6. We have maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the council’s accounting records and control systems and carried out a review of its effectiveness.  Answer: Yes

7.  We have taken appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.  Answer: Yes

8. We have considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on the council  and, where appropriate have included them in the statement of accounts.  Answer: Yes

9.  Trust funds - in our capacity as the sole managing trustee we have discharged our responsibility in relation to the accountability for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit.  Answer: N/A
Section 2 was therefore approved, proposed by Cllr Colston and seconded by Cllr Leaper.
(b) Internal auditor fee:  It was agreed to pay the internal auditor’s fee of £137.50, proposed by Cllr Colston and seconded by Cllr Leaper.
(c) Mowing bill:  It was agreed to pay David Bayliss £265.00 for mowing to date, proposed by Cllr Colston and seconded by Cllr Leaper.
(d) Grasscutting: The grasscutting grant this year would be £845.25.  It was agreed to monitor the grasscutting situation and the Clerk would ask OCC on what basis the mowing area was calculated.             Action: CR
6. Planning

(a) Hillside, Cooks Lane: The Council had no comments to make. 










Action: CR

(b)  Rollright Quarry:  This should be on the agenda for next month so that Cllr Stickley could report back from the WODC.                 Action: DS
7. Correspondence

(a)  Circulated correspondence was noted (see list at end of Minutes).
  (b)  Correspondence not circulated was noted (see list at end of Minutes).

8. Any other business

The expansion of the website was discussed.  It was agreed that the Councillors’ names should be there with a photograph.  There would shortly be a link with the Village Hall, and the Clerk was asked to 
write to the Village Church Council inviting them to put Church activities on the site.  






        Action: CR
The Clerk would give some thought to a welcome pack for new residents.










Action: CR
9. Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday, 15 July, 2008, at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Correspondence already circulated:
· Ministry of Justice: Statement of Values: 17.04.08

· Review of subsidised bus services: 24.04.08: comments by 06.06.08

· Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 2008-13: 01.05.08

· Notice of Decision: Salford Manor: 02.05.08

· Clerks & Councis Direct: May 2008

· Home 2 School Newsletter: Summer 2008

· Review of subsidised bus services : comments by 4 July, meetings 5 June pm and evening

· Local Council Liaison Event 10.11.08

· Planning application: Hillside

· Meeting of Standards Committee: 3 June 2008

· Latest products for local councils
Correspondence about to be circulated:
·  Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Plan Newsletter May 2008
· Looking out Newsletter –Issue 5

· Review of sub-regional allocation of primary land – questionnaire reply by


 8 August 2008

· South East Regional Sustainabiltiy Framework

· Highways Agency email: works to A34

· OALC Annual Report 2007-8 – previously emailed

…………………………………………                           ……………………
Signed






    Date

