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Minutes March 2009

Salford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at

Salford Village Hall

on Tuesday, 17 March 2009 at 7.30pm

Present:
Cllrs N. Hill (Chairman), N. Colston, V. Edmunds, E, Leaper, and D. Stickley, and Mrs C Ross (Clerk).  Two parishioners were present.
1. Apologies

There were no apologies.
2. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Hill declared an interest in item 4(e), being a member of the VCC, the body that had originally approached the Parish Council.
3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 17 February 2009
The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed as a correct record, proposed by Cllr Leaper and seconded by Cllr Edmunds.
4. Matters arising from the minutes:

(a)  Tree pruning: The remaining trees would be pruned in due course.  A tree near Chapel Lane was covered in elder and Cllr Colston agreed to dispose of the cut elder once a local parishioner had cut it.  Action: NC
(b)  Village drains:  Cllr Hill was meeting Mr David Keable of Oxfordshire County Council on 20 March to discuss the drains in The Leys.
                                                                                                    Action: NH

(c)  Little Rollright footpath: Nothing more had been heard from Mr Weeks and the Clerk had emailed him.

(d)  Plaque on playground fence:  The Clerk was making enquiries. 
                                                                                                    Action: CR

(e)  Youth Club:  Cllr Colston would be talking to the Youth Leader in the near future to see If there were any specific needs.              Action: NC

(f)  Grass-cutting: Both Newmans and David Bayliss were happy to continue the mowing this year.  Cllr Colston would get in touch with Newmans about one or two issues.                                      Action: NC

(g)  Advertising in Newsletter: It was agreed that local advertisements could be placed in the annual newsletter and that £20 would be a reasonable charge.

(h)  Parish Council vacancy:  It was not possible to resign as from a future date, so Cllr Leaper had written a letter resigning from 18 March 2009.  A notice would now be put up on the notice-board.             Action: CR
(i)  Main road business: It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the District Council asking if planning permission was necessary and/or had been obtained for the business being run on the Cross Hands Hill. 

                                                                                                  Action: CR

The householders concerned had told the Clerk about loose rubble, left by Oxfordshire Highways, which was pouring into the drain near their property, resulting in overflowing water eroding their drive.  The Clerk had notified the County Council.

5. Finance
(a) Current situation: Current account: £1214.42, Deposit account: £1929.50, Total: £3143.92.  The projected amount left at the end of the financial year would be approximately £2130, which was slightly more than estimated.
(b) Finance training cost: The cost of the training course was £46 and not £47 as stated at the last meeting.  The cheque had been amended accordingly.

(c) Risk Assessment:  The fiscal risk assessment, previously circulated, was approved, proposed by Cllr Stickley and seconded by Cllr Edmunds.

(d) Mr Chris Druce had agreed to be the internal auditor for the Parish Council.

(e) Notice of the council tax had been received and was now displayed on the noticeboard.  Cllr Stickley stated that it had gone up by 4.5%.

(f) It was agreed to approve two cheques, £66 for the village hall hire for the preceding year, and £6.24 for stamps and photocopying, proposed by Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr Hill.
6. Playground

Cllr Hill would inspect the playground the next weekend.  Cllr Edmunds had been approached by a parishioner who was concerned about the use of the playground seats for exercise classes.  The Clerk would have a word with the persons involved.



    Action: CR

        








7. Village flooding meeting

A site meeting had taken place on 7th March with all interested parties, to discuss the drainage in the village behind the village hall.  Cllr Hill reported that the meeting had been positive.  Documentation was in preparation and the District Council would be approached to see what could be done and what financial support might be available.                     Action: NH/CR
8. Correspondence
 (a)  Circulated correspondence was noted (see list at end of Minutes).
  (b)  Correspondence not circulated was noted (see list at end of Minutes).
  (c)   Emailed correspondence was noted (see list at end of Minutes).

9. Any other business

The Clerk was asked to notify the Council about litter in the Cornwell Lane layby.







Action: CR

The Clerk had already notified the Council about the Salford signpost pointing the wrong way and the litter on Salford Hill.

The skip in Chapel Lane had been there over six months, and for a lot of that time it had been empty.  Cllr Edmunds undertook to convey the Parish Council’s concern to the householder concerned.              Action: VE

The village fête would take place on 13 June in Fawdry’s field.
10. Date of next meeting

The next meeting, the Annual Parish Meeting, would take place on Tuesday, 21st April, at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

 Correspondence already circulated:
· Oxfordshire PCT Newsletter February 2009
· Offer of free wood chippings from Jenks, Oxford
· The Playing Field Winter 2008-9
· Timberline brochure
· Forest Update Winter 2008-9
· Home 2 School Newsletter: Spring 2009
Correspondence emailed Jan-Feb:

· OALC JanuaryUpdate

· Rural Focus Digest

· OALC Jan 2009

· Rural Services Network email and leaflet

· West Oxfordshire on-line Planning Policy Consultations 

· Introduction to the Rural ServicesNetwork

· Weekly Rural Focus News - 11 February 2009‏
Correspondence not circulated:
· Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Litter Tidy-up
· Oxfordshire Campaign against Domestic Abuse
· OCC Street lighting (needs reply)
· Clerk & Councils Direct March 2009
· Town and Parish Standard Feb 2009
· Cotswold Lion newspaper
· Warcs County Council Minerals Core Strategy: Revised Spatial Options
· PCT Health News Spring 2009
· Glasdon Latest Products
· Horton Hospital Newsletter
Correspondence emailed:  

· OALC Feb Update

· Rural Focus

· OALC ‘Being a better Councillor’ booklet

…………………………………………                           ……………………
Signed
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