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Salford Parish Council
Chairman:                            Nigel Colston
Vice-Chairman:                   Nicholas Hill
Councillors:                        Veronica Edmunds



      Hilary McGlynn 

                                             Steve McBride 
Clerk:                                  Carol Ross, email: clerk-spc@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 641414
Website:   

      www.salfordvillage.org.uk
  Salford Parish Council meets in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of every month, and every April there is an Annual Parish Meeting.  Members of the public are welcome to attend all these meetings.  The agenda and minutes for each meeting are displayed on the main village noticeboard by the Village Hall and are also on the village website. 
  This year’s Annual Parish Meeting takes place at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday,19 April.  It should be of interest to everyone, and we would be pleased to see as many there as possible.  We are hoping to see County Councillor Hilary Biles and District Councillor Andrew Beaney there.  Refreshments will be served.
  Last May, Nick Hill’s tenure as Chairman came to an end and Nigel Colston was elected in his place.  Dennis Stickley resigned and Steve McBride has been co-opted to replace him.
  The area covered by the Parish Council is approximately from Southern-down Nursing Home to the Stow road junction.  Local matters are discussed at each meeting, with particular emphasis on general village maintenance: highways (litter, road signs, footpaths, etc), drainage and flooding, and planning applications (of which we have had four since last April).  We are in regular touch with both West Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County Council about issues such as rubbish clearance, fly-tipping, potholes, and grit provision, and other matters raised by residents.  We are consulted and kept informed on a wide range of subjects by the County and District Councils, and many items of interest are on our website and the village noticeboard.  
  You will all know that there has been a big change in your rubbish collection.  Among other things, we have food bins and the recycling is sorted at the kerbside.  A new contractor has been employed and the Clerk is happy to contact WODC if you would like to raise any issues.  Oxfordshire County Council are making changes to their waste recycling centres.  Dean Pit is due to close in September, and there are plans to have six major recycling centres, including a new one at Kidlington.  Consultations are in progress until 4th April: see locally displayed posters or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste.
  Since the heavy snowfall in December the Chairman and Clerk have met 
with the Highways representatives on a village ‘walkabout’.  Issues such as drainage and potholes were discussed.  There will be four salt/grit drops in the future: one at each village entrance, one at the top of Cooks Lane, and one halfway up Roses Lane.  We recognise that if there is another heavy snowfall, we should have a coordinated effort to improve access to and from the village, and the Fawdrys and Colstons have agreed in this event to clear snow using their farm vehicles. 
  The County Council gives us a grant towards the village grass-cutting, but it only partially covers the cost.  So this summer, to be more cost-effective, the grass will be kept short in places such as the village green and the verges, but in other areas it will be left to grow for a little longer than before.  
  A year ago there was a fire on a hay-carrying lorry at the Greedy Goose restaurant, and a large quantity of straw was left on the verge opposite.  After strenuous efforts by the Parish Council to have this removed, it was finally taken away in early March.

  The Council maintains the playground and arranges for it to be inspected yearly. The splits in the surface around the slide have recently been repaired.  
  Good news for those who don’t have their own transport!  The Villager bus now goes to Witney via Salford on Thursdays, and Becci’s mobile shop stops for half an hour each at the village hall and on the village green on Monday lunchtimes.  Do try and support both these services.
  The loan borrowed by the Parish Council for the refurbishment of the village hall has now been paid back.  The precept (the amount all of us pay towards the upkeep of the village, which is added to our council tax) remains unchanged.  As in previous years, at the end of the financial year we have given small donations to organisations which directly benefit our village, and this year, as previously, we have given to the Villager Community Bus Service and the Lawrence Home Nursing Team.
  We have asked that the dog waste bin at the entrance to The Leys be moved to a more discreet site, and this should be done shortly.
  Last year a questionnaire was circulated to find out what proportion of people did not have internet access and whether the village website was used regularly by those who did.  We had a response of 18% from a mixture of computer users and non-users, with some good ideas.  One suggestion was that it might be useful for individuals to use the website to comment on village issues, but unfortunately this is not possible at the moment.  It may be in the future, as we would like to improve and extend the website at some stage.  We would very much like to have a group list of those in the village who would like to be updated on important local issues or village news by email– you would not be inundated with emails, simply if it was important or particularly interesting – so if this appeals to you, please contact me at the email address above.  We do publicise most things on the notice board, but it would be good to have another way of contacting villagers on important issues.
We are very grateful to Chris Druce for auditing the accounts, and David Bayliss and Newman & Sons for keeping the village grass-cutting under control.
   And following the huge success of last year’s Fête (many thanks to Hilary McGlynn and her team), the date for this year’s is Saturday, 9 July.  Put it in your diaries!









Carol Ross, Clerk
Village Hall

The last twelve months have been very busy, with additions being made to the disabled facilities.  Regular maintenance is now being carried out by Danny Stevens to keep the hall in good order.
The village enjoyed a very successful Fête last September, which resulted in a gratefully-received donation to the village hall from the Fête Committee. This has been used for repairs to raise the standard of a well-used hall.

Year on year we are seeing a steady increase in usage by Salford residents and 2010 was no exception to this, with more local parties and celebrations. Quiz nights, Bingo and Keep-Fit are also regular activities. 
Our website is proving ever more popular for bookings and general information (www.salfordvillagehall.co.uk).  Bookings may also be made by ringing Doreen Herrington (642853). If you are interested in joining the committee then please get in touch, either via the website, or ring me (642939) or Tim Dowling (642820).





Dave Hands, VH Committee Chairman
St Mary’s Church

On Election Day last year I had a heart bypass operation and was off work for three months, and I am grateful to a variety of visiting ministers who ensured that all our regular church services took place.

On August 7th Thomas Bayliss and Josefin Hartwall were married in the Church.

The Harvest Festival Service took place on October 3rd, although this year we were unable to have our usual Harvest Lunch in the village hall.

The Candlelit Advent Carol Service took place for the first time in Salford.  This is always a service for the whole benefice, and it was good to welcome friends from Chipping Norton, Kingham, and Churchill.

The Christmas Carol Service took place on December 22nd despite the heavy snow.  It took a more traditional form this year with the familiar Christmas readings and carols, and we are very grateful to Hugh Williams for stepping in at the last minute to lead it and play the organ.

At the beginning of March we are starting Café Church every Sunday at 10am in Salford Church.  This will be a very informal time for all ages, a chance to meet friends, have a drink and a bite to eat, a short talk using DVD or video clips, some singing and a short prayer.  We shall also have a traditional service every Sunday in one of the five churches.








Rev’d Andrew Keith
Every Thursday in Salford you might hear the faint noise of young people having fun!  For the last couple of years the local church has supported me in providing a weekly local youth session in the Village Hall.
With support from a couple of parents we have managed to keep the group running, though we would love to see more members of the community volunteering their time to the youth club!
We provide a safe and fun space for young people aged 10 upwards to come and play games, do art, see films etc.  if you would like more information on the group please contact: me on 645744.  

     Esther Lockley, Youth Worker



Salford Cricket Club

2010 was a good year, especially for the youth team. They were invited to join Chadlington for a season and enter the newly formed Oxfordshire youth league. I’m very pleased to say that they took on far larger clubs and won. This was done with a mixture of skill and team work and they performed well above the predictions.

The senior side had a mixed year, losing the George Stowe Trophy match (played at Adlestrop ) but the gap is narrowing fast and we have welcomed four players from the youth squad into the seniors. They are Rhys Hine, James Hawley, Luke Bayliss and Jay Hands, with James taking a senior wicket with his very first ball.

2011 is going to be a challenge! We have some changes in mind (for the better, I hope)  and they will be announced soon.  Watch this space!

If you would like to join us then please ring me on 01608 642939.







Dave Hands (Club Captain) 
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