Annual Parish Meeting 2010

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Salford Village Hall

20 April 2010
1. Present

Parish Councillors:        Nicholas Hill (Chairman), Veronica  

                                      Edmunds and Hilary McGlynn
District Councillor:         Andrew Beaney
CPSO:

           Kirstyn Tyrer

Cotswold Warden:         Kate Farquhar-Thomson
Benefice Youth Worker: Esther Bacon   

Clerk:                             Carol Ross

14 Parishioners

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Colston and County Councillor Hilary Biles.

3. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting held on 21 April 2009 were approved and signed as a correct record.
4. Matters arising from the minutes

(a) Flooding: There would be no money forthcoming from the Council to deal with drainage issues, as private land, not public, was involved.
(b) The Villager Bus was now taking villagers to and from Chipping Norton on Tuesdays.
(c) The street lighting in the village had been switched off between 12 midnight and 5.30am.
5. Police Community Support Officer’s Report

PCSO Kirstyn Tyrer reported that crime in Salford was slightly down on last year.  There had been 10 reported crimes in Salford:  3 of criminal damage to vehicles, 1 burglary, 2 frauds, 2 domestic incidents, and 2 involving an out-of-control dog.  The dog concerned did not come under the Dangerous Dogs Act and she had only been able to recommend muzzling.   The problem remained an issue and she would get in touch with her RSPCA contact to see if anything further could be done. There had also been some inconsiderate parking in the village, for example parking opposite driveways in narrow roads, which could impede emergency services.  The PCSO asked villagers to reduce crime by removing valuables from vehicles and locking cars.   Anything suspicious should be reported, and the make, model, colour, and registration number

of suspicious vehicles should be noted.  Descriptions of any suspicious persons would also be helpful.  The anti-social behaviour number (Thames Valley Police) was 0845 8 505 505.
PCSO Tyrer would be having an open session in her police vehicle next to the village hall in the near future so that villagers would be able to chat to her informally.  She explained that her role was essentially in the community, and she was not involved in crime-solving.
6. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman reported that following the untimely death of Ken Bayliss, a commemorative plaque had been fixed to the playground fence he had made shortly before he died.  The Parish Council had removed the bench on the playground which had been damaged.  The Council had given support to the Youth Club in the form of payment of some village hall rental.  
A current concern was the reinstatement of the Little Rollright footpath to maintain access to the church, and efforts were being made, along with  the Parochial Church Council, to obtain a permissive right of way.  With regard to village flooding, it was hoped that the District Council would put a camera down into the pipe by the electric sub-station to see where the problem lay, and District Councillor Beaney offered to try to expedite matters.  
It had been hoped to circulate a footpath map with the Newsletter, but a suitable map had been difficult to find.  Kate Farquhar-Thomson offered to provide one.  Cllr Hill thanked his fellow Council members for their work.
7. Finance
Mrs Ross, Responsible Finance Officer, explained the current financial situation, which was in line with the projected budget.  The total income for 2009-10 had been £9482 (including £2074 carried over) and the total expenditure had been £7991, leaving a balance of £1491.
8. District Councillor’s Report
Councillor Andrew Beaney stated that the current council tax had risen by 3.9%, and remained one of the lowest in Oxfordshire.  The waste collection would change in October; there would be a lockable separate container for food waste, which would be collected weekly with the recycling.  Green and ordinary waste would be collected fortnightly, and the green bin would be free of charge.  In response to questioning, Cllr Beaney said as far as he knew none of the recycling waste went into landfill, but he undertook to clarify this.  
The Marriotts Way shopping development in Witney had opened.  
It was expected that 70-90% of the money invested in the collapsed Icelandic Bank would be recoverable.  
The sharing of some council services with Cotswold District Council was working well, with good cooperation on such things as legal services.

There was some discussion about the lack of a council dog warden and the perceived inadequacy of the authorities to deal with potentially threatening dogs. Cllr Beaney undertook to investigate this further.
9. Village Hall report

Dave Hands, Acting Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, said the Village Hall had had a busy year, with much more use from within the village.  The cricket nets and ping-pong tables had been used well, and the keep-fit and youth club continued, with other bookings increasing, including those from wider afield.  The Fête had been a great success, and the Salford Players evenings sold out.  There was a Bingo evening shortly, and a village social planned for June, with the Fête on 17 July.  The gravel around the Hall had been replenished and work would be starting in the next month to enable better drainage around the ramp.  Expenditure was matching income, and the Hall was financially sound, being £290 better off than last year.  
     Thanks were expressed to Mr Hands and his committee.
10. Fawdry Welfare Trust

Mr George Fawdry referred to the previous year’s minutes, and said that this year was unchanged.  The Trust had been set up in the 1800s by Mary Fawdry and then William Fawdry for the relief of poor residents in Salford, and £40 had been distributed to needy residents.
11. Cotswold Warden Address

Kate Farquhar-Thomson, a voluntary Cotswold Warden, explained her role. There were about 430 Cotswold Wardens, looking after the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and she covered Salford, Cornwell, and Over Norton, monitoring footpaths, gates, stiles, waymarks, etc., making sure they were in good repair and serving their purpose.  (She mentioned that bicycles had no legal right to be on footpaths.)  She regularly met with landowners to discuss any problems with rights of way, including electric fence issues and bramble overgrowth.  She would see if she could provide a footpath map of the Salford area, and it was agreed it would be a good idea to put a large copy in the Village Hall.  Copies of the Cotswold Lion newspaper would be put in the village pub.  She was also a director of the Friends of the Cotswolds, a charity devoted to enhancement of the Cotswolds.
12. Youth Worker addres

Esther Bacon, the Benefice Youth Worker, gave an address on her work with the Salford Youth Club, which met every Thursday in the Village Hall, attended by approximately 10 children.  The children did seasonal activities and artwork, and refreshments were provided.  She was indebted to her helpers, Jay and Sarah, for their commitment and input. There was also an informal church service for families on the 4th Sunday of each month, with doughnuts and hot chocolate, at which she gave a talk.  More storage space was needed, and funding for outside games, and anyone who had special skills which might be able to help the club was asked to contact Esther.
13. Any other business

Dave Hands was thanked for organising the youth cricket club.  There would be a charity match at Adlestrop against Chadlington on 2nd July, and another match at Chadlington on 23 May.  It was hoped that the club would have three or four games this year, with the young people needing to join Chadlington Cricket Club first in order to be covered for insurance..
The question of inconsiderate car parking was discussed as the Cheltenham Bus had been unable to turn round recently due to a car parked in the wrong place.  This would be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

The Land-Rover issue raised at the last meeting was still in the same place, but efforts were being made to sell it in the near future. 
Suggestions and help were requested for the Fete on 17 July by Cll McGlynn.

The travellers re opposite the Greedy Goose restaurant had left a lot of litter which had had to be removed by the Council.  This issue would be on the agenda at the next Parish Council meeting.

The Council Planning Department had been informed about the prefabricated building and mobile home at the Greedy Goose.

Thanks were expressed to the Parish Councillors for their efforts on behalf of the village.

      The meeting closed at approximately 9.30pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………  Date ………………….
Contact details available from the Clerk
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