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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

Salford Village Hall

17 April 2007 at 7.30pm

1. Present


 Parish Councillors: 
Nigel Colston (Chairman) George Fawdry, Nick 



Hill, Liz Leaper, and Dennis Stickley

County Councillor:
 Hilary Biles

District Councillor: 
Tony Walker

Clerk: 


Carol Ross

8 parishioners

2. Apologies

Apolgies were received from PC Gordon Monks.

3. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting held on 13 April 2006 were approved and signed as a correct record.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes

Ray Timms asked whether the problems with the ground behind the Leys had been resolved.  The Chairman said that they had not, but that progress had been made in that a representative from the Housing Association had attended the November Parish Meeting and a dialogue had begun (see Any Other Business).
The sewage water on Cornwell Lane had been dealt with.

5.  Chairman’s Report

Nigel Colston welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He said that Carol Ross had now taken over the position as Clerk, and he warmly thanked Sue Fawdry for all she had done in the job over the last nine plus years.  The job had become increasingly burdened with legislative paperwork.
He said that the last year had been relatively quiet.  David Bayliss was contracted to mow the grass and Newmans the verges and banks.  The Parish Council continued to scrutinise planning applications, and the attendance at a meeting by a member of the Housing Association had been informative and welcome. 
Thanks were due to Dennis Stickley for providing a new notice board for next to the village hall, and the old one at the top of the village would shortly be renovated by Ken Bayliss.

There had been regular correspondence with the Council Environment and Highways Departments about the fly-tipping along Cornwell Lane and other things such as the drains.

He thanked the Councillors for their work over the preceding twelve months and stated that future meetings would be on the third Tuesday of each month.

5.  Provisional Accounts up to 31 March 2007

Finance Officer George Fawdry presented the accounts.  A total of £9034.80 including interest remained to be paid to the Public Works Loan Board.  The auditors’ fees were more than usual as a result of the increased expenditure on the Village Hall refurbishment.  The accounts were adopted (proposed by George Fawdry, seconded by Nick Hill) and Mr Fawdry was warmly thanked for his work during this difficult time and before.  He would now be retiring and the book-keeping would be handed over to Carol Ross.
6.  Report: Thames Valley Police

PC Gordon Monks was unable to attend but had sent a report. It reminded people to be vigilant against crime, particularly advising no-one to open their door to cold-callers without seeing proper identification, and also keeping garden tools and equipment locked away. Four Police Community Support Officers were now in post.  Copies of PC Monks’ report would be put up on the notice boards and it was agreed that Gilly Barnard would circulate it with Centre Point.
7.  Report: County Councillor Hilary Biles

Cllr Biles stated that she was very pleased to attend, having missed some previous meetings.  She served on the Democracy and Organisation Committee, the Oxfordshire Planning Committee and the Adoption Committee.  

· Oxford City Council had proposed a Unitary Council, to which the County Council and West Oxfordshire District Council had objected, feeling that it was against the public interest.

· As a District Councillor, Cllr Biles served on The Oxfordshire Supporting People Joint Committee, which helped the vulnerable in the community, but there were difficulties in implementation as the government grant was being cut. In the same capacity she was a member of the Oxfordshire Housing Partnership, which had a target of 500 affordable homes this year.
· Oxfordshire County Council had in two years gone from ‘weak’ to ‘excellent’ status (awarded by the Audit Commission).  The Council tax had been reduced in that time to an annual rise of 4% and it was hoped it would be lowered still further.

· The Chipping Norton Hospital project would go ahead, with the Care Home/Intermediate Care beds built by 2008 and the whole project finished by 2009.  It was hoped that an ambulance would be based at the hospital, and also a Minor Injuries Unit, but the latter was not yet finalised as a GP surgery needed to be on site for this purpose.  At the hospital would be four extra bus-stops and shelters, two zebra crossings, traffic lights with a pelican crossing by the entrance, and a cycle track and pavement.

· Chipping Norton School did very well in its Ofsted report.

· Cars belonging to new residents were being parked on the grass verges next to the new development on the old Parker Knoll site.  The police were unable to prevent this as it came under the Highways Dept.  Cllr Biles was still trying to do something about it.
Cllr Biles thanked that Parish Councillors for their efforts and looked forward to working with them in the coming year.  The Chairman expressed the Parish Council’s thanks to her for her work.
8.  Report: District Councillor Tony Walker
Cllr Walker stated that a successful partnership between the District and County Councils would help the case against the Unitary proposal of Oxford City Council.

· Cllr Rodney Rose would not be standing for the Council due to poor health.

· There were two new senior officers: from September Frank Wilson had come from Yorkshire to be Strategic Director of Finance, and since January David Newgate from Salisbury had been Chief Executive.  

· There would be a net operating budget this year of £3.2 million, with an expenditure increase of 3.7%, although some of this had come from reserves.  Efficiency had been improved without cost to services. In April 2008 there would be a national concessionary bus scheme with free off-peak travel nationwide, and the cost of this was difficult to estimate as the amount of Government funding was unclear.
· The environmental services had removed 12½ tons of rubbish from the hedgerows.

· Leisure centres were now run by a non-profit making organisation, Wycombe Leisure Ltd, on a ten-year contract,.  Since they had taken over usage had increased and all equipment was being renewed.
· The District Council were above their original target of affordable housing and the best in Oxfordshire.  However the amount of suitable land was running out.

· The toilets at Chipping Norton Town Hall would be refurbished and work would be starting shortly.

· The District Council tax was the second lowest in England at £71.36.
· The collection of waste was done in partnership with the County Council.  The target for recycling of 40% by 2010 would probably necessitate changes next year.  Businesses would be charged for the recycling of their cardboard and glass.  Citizens would be required to recycle food waste in biodegradable waste bags into 5 litre boxes, a scheme which had proved successful in other areas.

Cllr Walker was asked how the cardboard and glass was recycled.  It was done by a commercial firm and Cllr Biles undertook to find out what the process was.  Cllr Walker was also asked why the disposal of mattresses was charged for by the council, since charging may encourage dumping.  It was stated that money was rationed and some services needed to be charged for.  The subject of fly-tipping was raised and Cllr Biles undertook to find out how many had been prosecuted for fly-tipping in the area.  It was explained that council skips could no longer be left in villages because of a health and safety issue.

It was asked whether the hedge at Kennel Hill could be cut back and also when the two loads of dumped rubble opposite Southerndown would be removed.  Cllr Biles would investigate.
It was asked whether the turning into Salford from Chipping Norton could be widened to improve safety; this item would be put on the next Parish Council agenda.

Cllr Walker was thanked for his efforts by the Chairman.

9.  Fawdry Welfare Trust

This was administered by George Fawdry, Roma Smith, and Hugh Williams.  £40 had been distributed to elderly needy people in the village.

     Neighbourhood Watch

George Fawdry reiterated that four Community Policy Officers had started their duties recently.  He appealed for more co-ordinators as at present there were only himself and Chris Druce.

10.  Village Hall

The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, Ray Timms, stated that lettings were increasing for the refurbished village hall.  He was grateful to the Parish Council for their support.  Lettings were displayed on the village notice board.  New tables and chairs would be obtained in the near future, easier to move around.  He said that after 17 years he would be resigning as Chairman as it was time for younger members to take over.  Congratulations and thanks were expressed to him by the Chairman.

11.  Any other business

It was unsatisfactory having the village hall noticeboard locked all the time, and Ken Bayliss would be removing the lock on a section of it in the near future so that there would be public access.

The problems with the ditch and grass verge in The Leys remained unresolved.  The Chairman said that it was a grey area as the road was not under the jurisdiction of the WODC, belonging to the Housing Association and not the Highways Department.  It was agreed a strong letter of complaint should be written and Cllr Biles said she would investigate the matter.  
The white lines between the Cross Hands and the Rollright Stones needed repainting.  The solar powered ‘slow’ sign on Salford Hill only worked intermittently and should be removed.  These matters and The Leys ditch would be on the agenda for the next Parish meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm and was followed by coffee and biscuits.

 ………………………………………………                              ………………….

Chairman






          Date 


