MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the Annual Meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 8 September 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chairman)

	
	Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker 
	Mrs Gill Battams

	
	Mr Hugh Burton
	Mr Steve Griffiths

	
	Dr Peter Hacking
	Mrs Jane Lewis,

	
	Mr Michael Rogers
	 Mrs Laura Rostron

	
	Mr Peter Thorn
	 


In Attendance: Mrs Frances Hancox, Clerk, Mr Graham Haynes, Finance Officer. 

Members of the public attending: 7 members of the public attended.

76. Apologies for absence.

Mr George Gasiorowski: attending work commitments; Mrs Janet Witcomb absent on holiday leave; County Councillor Mrs Louise Chapman and District Councillors Mr Colin Dingwall and Mr Toby Morris, attending another meeting.
77. Declarations of Interest.

Mr Michael Rogers: (personal) in respect of his membership of the HPFA Management Committee.
Mrs Laura Rostron: (personal) in respect of her position as Secretary to the HPFA.
78. Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Agreed: Members approved the Minutes of the Meeting of 11 August as an accurate record of the meeting.

79. Matters Arising from the Minutes.

79.1. Anti-skid surface by the George and Dragon crossing..63.1.c.
Mr Kelman, Principal Technician, Northern Highways had informed the PC that replacing the anti-skid surface by the George and Dragon would cost about £25,000. From the limited budget available a worse section on a dual carriageway near Kidlington was the priority repair. If any budget was left over after that repair he would look at doing the Hanborough section.
Mr Rose, Cabinet Member for Transport Implementation had inspected the site and had noted the extra noise problem the broken surface created for residents. He suggested that perhaps Highways could level up the broken sections to give vehicles a quieter ride.

Mr Kelman had asked the contractor to look at the site and report whether this would be possible.
79.2. Church road Concrete Bollard. 64.2.

This would eventually be removed. Members noted that Mr Wilson wished specifically to sort this problem out. 

80. Financial Matters.

80.1. Monthly Schedule of Accounts for Approval.
Agreed: Members approved the following schedule of accounts for payment.

	Payee
	Description of payment
	Payment
	Cheque

	
	
	
	

	West Oxfordshire District Council
	grass cutting & ROSPA report
	£440.53
	102318

	West Oxfordshire District Council
	grass cutting & ROSPA report
	£59.05
	102319

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£462.42
	102320

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£447.90
	102321

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£351.35
	102322

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£197.96
	102323

	Post Office Ltd
	PAYE & NI
	£336.98
	102324

	Margaret L Johnson ltd
	office supplies
	£52.18
	102325

	DBO Stoy Hayward ltd
	audit fees 
	£460.00
	102326

	
	
	£2,348.37
	

	
	
	
	

	August receipts
	Description of receipt
	Amount
	

	
	bank interest
	£0.28
	

	
	Cemetery fees
	£0.00
	

	
	
	£0.28
	


80.2. Public Works Loan Board Repayment.

At the August PC Meeting Members had asked the Finance Officer to investigate further the terms of repaying the loan taken out for the Pavilion and to arrange repayment if the terms were favourable. Mr Haynes reported that he had not been correctly informed in his initial conversation with the Loans Board. In the event the final figures calculated the interest to be paid as £370 not £290 and the premium discount only applied if the borrower repaid the loan during the first year. The payment required from the PC with only three years to run on the loan would be £13,248 not £11,384 
As a swift decision had been required the Finance Officer had discussed the matter with the Chairman who had agreed that the PC should not arrange a loan repayment as the revised terms were not particularly advantageous.
It was proposed and seconded that, the spare PC funds should instead be transferred to the New Parish Hall Fund. 

Agreed: Members unanimously approved this proposal.
80.3.Quotations for Printing the Emergency Plan Postcards.

Information Press had quoted £145. Although this was slightly higher than a quotation from another firm the Finance Officer pointed out that Information Press had already been selected as ‘best value’ to print the Hanborough Herald. The quality of the firm’s work was known. In addition the firm’s staff were particularly helpful and would respond to emergency orders. 
Agreed: The PC would arrange for Information Press to print the postcards on the basis of its high standards. 

80.4. Preparations for the 2010/11 Budget Meeting.

The Finance Officer reminded Members that he was preparing figures for the forthcoming year’s budget. Any suggestions they had for projects and expenditure would need to be discussed at a Finance Working Group Meeting in October. It would be helpful if members were able to give some idea of costings for their proposals.

The Chairman pointed out that, although in the current severe recession financial restraint seemed appropriate, suggestions for new projects could still be thoroughly discussed. 

80.5. The Report of the External Auditor had been received. The Finance Officer would present the Report  to the October Meeting.
81. Hanborough Emergency Plan.
81.1. Presentation of the Plan.
Individual copies of the final plan were distributed to Members. Dr Hacking, as Chair of the Working Group, highlighted the following points:

· The first part of the Plan set out the official working definition of an ‘Emergency’.

· The Plan drew together information about what was the responsibility of the PC in an Emergency and what action should be taken.

· The Hanborough Plan was not drawn up specifically in response to the Swine Flu Pandemic. Guidelines for responding to Swine Flu had already been very thoroughly publicised in the Hanborough Herald and national news.
· The Plan was developed to respond to other major emergencies: events which might seem unlikely to occur but could happen at any time. 
· It set out all the possible ways people in the parish could communicate with or without phones in a parish-wide emergency.
· Dr Hacking pointed out that delivering printed postcards to households as the chosen method of communicating with residents in an emergency, was a practical, sensible solution for a small community. The PC had already had experience of communicating with all residents through the Herald and of delivering the Affordable Housing Survey to every household.

· The nearest the parish had been to an emergency was during the 2007 floods when WODC used Hanborough facilities for residents evacuated from flooded homes in Bablock Hythe. That occasion had highlighted communication gaps between the WODC and the parish. WODC did not then have a complete record of Hanborough facilities or an agreed system for contacting the PC.

· The Hanborough Emergency Plan should ensure that such problems would be avoided in any future emergency.

81.2. Funding for Emergency Expenditures.
The Finance Officer reported that the PC had a fund of £10,000 to draw on in emergencies. The PC needed to agree a mechanism for accessing this fund when responding to an internal emergency, and record guidelines for its use in Standing Orders.

Agreed: The Finance and Salaries Working Group would be renamed ‘The Financial and Administrative Working Group.’ The Group would meet to recommend the details of a Standing Order for accessing the Emergency Fund.

Agreed: The Chairman, Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker and Dr Hacking would meet with the Clerk and Finance Officer  to work out the detailed scheme for storing and distributing the emergency postcards.
Agreed: The Meeting recorded a vote of thanks to the following:

The Emergency Working Group, Dr Hacking as Chairman of the Group and the Clerk, Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker for proof reading support and the Finance Officer for binding producing the bound copies to professional standard.

81.3. Phone links remained a crucial factor in an emergency.

Mr Rogers recorded his concern that the optimum effectiveness of the Plan depended on access to land line telephones. Members acknowledged this, but were confident that the parish was small enough for couriers to deliver an effective messaging service.

82. Parish Council Matters.
82.1. Proposed meeting of the Finance and Administrative Working Group to discuss a Complaints Procedure for the Parish Council and ID arrangements for Councillors.
Agreed: The Clerk would arrange a meeting date for the Group to draw up the above recommendations.

82.2. Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill.

Parish Councils had been contacted by the Local Works Campaign Group asking them to request their MP to support the Early Day Motions (EDMs) 1064 and 1545. 

EDM 1064 supported the Local Spending Reports, required under the Sustainable Communities Act, to be published in full, as already promised to Parliament by Ministers. 

EDM 1545 supported the Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill which would improve the original Act to help further engage people in politics.

The ‘Local Works’ coalition was a campaign group representing over 90 national organisations ,including the National Association of Local Councils, which were all committed to promoting the use of the Sustainable Communities Act.

Agreed: The PC should write to David Cameron requesting him to support the above Parliamentary Motions.

83. Support for Teenage Opportunities.

Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker made the following points:

· The parish had experienced problems with the behaviour of some young people. 
· The PC would like to help youngsters engage in more positive activities. 
· Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker hoped to contact a youngster recently in trouble and involve him in promoting a project to arrange weekly taxi transport for youngsters to use the facilities of the Eynsham Youth Centre. 
· Two Hanborough youngsters already attended the Centre on a regular basis.
· Mike How, Youth Worker at the Centre, had suggested that the PC obtain a quotation from a Taxi firm for travel to Eynsham as the first step. He would advise on the funding application.
· A project of this kind could lead to young people supporting a youth event day such as a skateboarding demonstration and training day with a BBQ. This event had originally been arranged for the opening of the Skatepark but cancelled due to stormy weather.
· Lack of transport and individuals with the special skills needed to relate to youngsters had held the parish back from developing youth activities which were not team based sport or organised groups.

Members agreed that although previous attempts to find interested adults, who were free to support youth activities, had failed in recent years, families newly arrived in the village might help.

Agreed: Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker would investigate whether a local youngster would help bring together an interested group. The Clerk would obtain a quotation for taxi transport to Eynsham.

Agreed: The PC would invite Mike How to a morning meeting to meet interested Councillors.

84. Village Amenities.

84.1. Leisure Facilities Management Report.
a. The Pit. 

Dead Trees.

The Manager was extremely concerned that the dead trees and branches had not yet been removed from the area 18 months after this had been agreed. The Clerk had been in contact with the OCC tree officer who was surprised the contractors had not done the work and was following the matter up.
Display Cases.

These had been vandalised and no longer displayed environmental information about the Dell. A new display would cost about £50.

Agreed: The environmental information should be reinstated. The Manager would be asked to obtain new perspex and information sheets to display.

b. Children’s Playground. 
The Manager had repaired the closing mechanism of the defective gate. 
The broken swing had been repaired.

The bark around the equipment was held in position by two sections of retaining timber boards positioned one above the other. The upper retaining boards were rotting and at the same time the bark had settled and was well below the upper level of the top board. As a result youngsters tripped when leaving the bark play areas.

The rules governing the depth of bark required in these areas had changed. It had been found that over years the rate of accidents had not changed when deeper bark was placed under equipment.  Therefore bark was not now required to be so deep, and the retaining boards need only be one section high. 

Agreed: The Manager would remove the upper timber retaining boards.

c. Multi Sports Court. 
Mr Rogers reported that a youngster had hurt his hand on a retaining bolt protruding from the side boarding in the sports area. The many bolts securing the boards all protruded. This was the first such accident but highlighted that remedial action was needed.

Agreed: Remedial action should be taken. The PC preferred to obtain protective caps rather than file down the bolts and would ask the Manager to investigate a source of caps.
d. Hurdeswell.

The Manager and WODC tree officer had inspected the western side of Hurdeswell where the trees were growing rapidly once again. The tree officer had recommended removing some trees and uplifting the tree canopies once more. The cost was likely to be in the region of £1.200 and £1,500.
Agreed: This work should be carried out. Bowards had been market tested as best value for doing this work.
84.2. Playing Field Matters.

The refurbishment of the kitchen was complete. Redecoration of the Bar would follow, general refurbishment was continuing during the coming month. All the costs involved had been covered.

84.3. Reports from other Community Groups.
None received.

84.4. Any other Community Initiatives.

a. Village Fireworks Display.

Agreed: The PC would support the annual fireworks display as usual by underwriting the cost of the fireworks.
b. Village Show.

Mrs Battams reported that the Hanborough Show Committee wished to borrow the PC’s PA system for use on the afternoon of the 19 September. 
Members confirmed that the borrower would be responsible for covering the cost of any damage. Mr Griffiths pointed out that the system was not an entertainment centre and did not have a music system incorporated. He would check whether it could be linked to a CD player and would ensure that the system was charged ready for use on the 19 September. 
85. Transport Matters.

Report of Meeting held to discuss requests for evening buses to Witney.

Representatives from Hanborough, Combe, Freeland, North Leigh and Bladon attended the meeting with County Councillor Mr Rodney Rose, Cabinet member for Transport Implementation., to press for a limited evening bus service to Witney. Mr Field, OCC Bus Transport Officer, and Mr Philip Newbould, ORCC Officer for the Community Transport and Accessibility Partnership also attended.

The following points were raised:

· Families in the above villages were keen for young residents to be able to access the cinema programmes at the new Marriotts Close cinema. 

· This could be achieved if the Stagecoach (S1) commercial service from Oxford to Witney diverted via Hanborough before 7.30 pm and from Witney to Oxford in late evening when the bus tended to attract few passengers. 

· The WODC Sustainable Community Strategy proposed to set up community transport links for the villages feeding Witney. A new community bus service was already being piloted to serve Combe during a weekday.

· WODC and Oxfordshire Rural Community Council would be organising a Feasibility Study early in 2010 to assess how many people wanted an evening link with Witney. The aim was to set up a community bus project to serve a clearly identified need. 

· Mr Field confirmed that OCC would contribute some funds towards a community bus scheme. Stagecoach would not divert the commercial S1 (No 100) Witney to Oxford service to serve the subsidised N0 11 Route. If the bus diverted to Hanborough it would miss out the Cogges pick up point in Witney.
· Parish Councils could assist the feasibility study by raising residents’ awareness. Parish Councils would be asked in due course if they would consider a funding contribution to a community bus service.
· The results of the feasibility study would take time to assess and firm up into policy. 

The Clerk would let residents know through the Hanborough Herald that families keen to have a service should begin to indicate their support and build up an interest group.

Members were concerned to learn that an evening bus service would not be arranged during the coming year.
Agreed: The PC would ask the Transport Representative to arrange a meeting with a representative of Stagecoach to discuss the PC’s request for a diverted bus in greater detail.
86. Highways and Footpaths.

86.1. Parish Roads.
a. Parking Issues.
Station Terrace.

Mr Currell, OCC Traffic Officer, had informed the PC that he would be installing wood effect bollards at the grass verge by the Station Terrace bus stop to free that site from parked cars.

His judgement was that the drive access at the home of the disabled resident was too steep to function to be accessible. He advised that the resident’s carer could park there and the PC request a dedicated disabled parking space for the resident at the drive entrance.

Agreed: The Clerk should write to request this disabled parking facility.
Parking by the Swan.

Mr Currell advised that where cars were parked dangerously residents should contact the Police.

He visited the site but not at night when most problems occurred.
If the PC requested it he would consider a request for installing wooden bollards on the Swan Hill verge but would only go ahead after visiting the landlord and explaining the problem.

Report of NAG Meeting.

Mr Thorn had discussed the Swan parking problems at the recent NAG meeting. The Police representative was concerned that the police had not responded when a resident had reported a problem and would follow up this complaint.

Mr Thorn had visited the landlord of the Swan to talk through the issues and reported that Mr Chick was very concerned about the impact poor parking was having on residents. He was creating a few more parking spaces at the rear for the Bed and Breakfast customers and when possible spoke to drivers about parking properly.

Action Taken at Bakers Court.

Bakers Court residents had noted that customers of the Swan had been using their car park and had arranged for No Parking signs to be installed. They had informed the Clerk that parking on the footway at the post box corner was a particular problem.
Church Road Parking.

Parked cars severely restricted visibility for traffic entering Church Road from the A4095. PCSO Tina Townshend was concerned that this created a daily hazard and suggested the PC could consider requesting double yellow lines to free up the corner. Members noted that the front gardens of properties on the eastern side of Church Road were spacious enough to provide off road parking. Church Road narrowed as it approached the A4095 junction.
b. Riely Close.
1. Traffic Survey.

This was still being circulated. Members noted that the survey was presented as raw data without an accompanying analysis.

2. Recycling Site Problems.

John Parkinson, WODC, had informed District Councillor Colin Dingwall that, as the car park was WODC property, the recycling site would have to remain for the present. The new Co-op car park would not be a suitable alternative. Mr Rogers had photographed recent extreme untidiness at the site. The PC had informed WODC. Colin Dingwall remained committed to finding an alternative site.
c. A4095. 

Verge drains were being blocked by weeds.

d. Church Road.

Parking obstructing visibility was the main problem.

e. Lower Road.

Mr Rogers had noted fly tipping at the access to Pinsley Wood. The dumped rubbish had been removed.
f. Church Hanborough Matters.

No matters reported.

2. Footpaths and Footways.

Hurdeswell.

Mr Thorn reported a problem of accumulating debris at the footway end of the cul de sac by his property. The grass and weeds by the kerbs needed scraping away and the area brushed by a small machine.

Agreed: The Clerk would follow this up.
3. Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2030.

Members noted the comments made by Mr Burton in response to this consultation.
87. Affordable Housing.

a. Myrtle Farm project being built by Sovereign Housing. 
The planning application for this project was ready to submit.

b. Blenheim Allotments’ Project. 
ORCC had reported that this would reach the consultation stage in September. District Councillor Mr Dingwall had checked with Mr Miller of Cottsway, who confirmed that this information was too optimistic. An application for consultation was not likely for another three months,
88. Planning

88.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.
No planning applications had been received in the previous month.

88.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC

09/0870/P/FP: Erection of two detached dwellings with garaging. Alterations to existing access. Land to the rear of 42a & 42b Witney Road. Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The roofs of the buildings shall be covered with materials, a sample of which shall be first submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the roof harmonises with its surroundings. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

3. The external walls of the dwellings shall be constructed of artificial stone in accordance with a sample panel which shall be erected on site and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the development commencing and thereafter retained on site until the development is completed. REASON: To ensure that the development is in keeping with other buildings in the locality. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

4. The garage accommodation hereby approved shall not be adapted and used for living purposes. REASON: To ensure that adequate provision for off-street parking is retained. (Policy BE3 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order, 1995 (or any Order revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification) no additional openings shall be constructed in the elevations of the building. REASON: To avoid future overlooking. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order, 1995 (or any Order revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification) no development permitted under Article 3 and described within Class A to E of Part I to Schedule 2 shall take place. REASON: In the interest of residential and visual amenity. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

7. Notwithstanding the information provided on the approved layout plan, details of all means of enclosure around each plot and on the site boundaries, including details of all planting to be retained, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to development commencing on site. Such means of enclosure shall be erected prior to the occupation of the associated dwellings hereby approved and thereafter be retained. REASON: To ensure that in the interests of privacy and visual amenity a high standard of boundary treatment is provided. (Policy BE2 ofthe West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

8. No development shall take place until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority a scheme of landscaping, which shall include indications of all existing trees and hedgerows on the land, and details of any to be retained, together with measures for their protection in the course of development. REASON: To ensure that the development is complemented by adequate landscaping. (Policy NE6 and BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

9. All planting, seeding or turfing comprised in the approved details of the landscaping shall be carried out in the first planting and seeding season following the first occupation and any trees or plants, which within a period of 5 years from the completion of the development die, are removed or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the next planting season with others of similar size and species, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. REASON: To ensure that the approved landscaping features are properly implemented. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

10. That prior to the commencement of development details of the surface and foul water drainage shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved details shall then be implemented prior to the occupation of the dwellings. REASON: To ensure adequate means of disposing of surface water from the site. (Policy BE 18 and NE9 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 20 11)

11. No dwelling shall be occupied until the space for parking as shown on plan 30010 I B has been laid out within the site and such spaces shall be retained for parking purposes thereafter. REASON: To ensure that adequate provision is made for off-street parking. (Policy BE3 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

12. That the first floor windows in the East elevations of the units shall be obscurely glazed prior to the first occupation of the respective dwelling and retained as such thereafter.

REASON: In the interest of the residential amenity of the neighbouring property (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

13. at a detailed schedule of hard surface materials, specification and plan (to a scale of not less than I :200), of the car parks, access roads and pedestrian areas shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority before building work commences within these areas and this condition shall apply notwithstanding indications about these matters which have been given in the application. EASON: To ensure a satisfactory standard of finish in the interest of the convenience and amenities of future users of the areas concerned. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

14. Prior to the commencement of development precise details of the finished floor levels and eaves and ridge heights of the dwellings, compared to neighbouring dwellings. shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. REASON: To protect the character and appearance of the area and the residential amenity of neighbouring properties. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

89. Community Police Matters.

· The Suzuki shop on Witney Road had been targeted. Two men got away in a stolen car with cigarettes. Two people were arrested for the crime in Cheltenham and would appear in court on 29 September.
· Cigarettes were stolen from the Co-op on 4 September at 3.30 am. CID investigated the crime the following morning while the shop was closed to customers.

· A white van was travelling round Marlborough Crescent estate looking closely at caravans and trailers. This was reported. The van was known to the police who were investigating this.

· Near the end of August a dog attacked a young child who was out walking with older friends in Marlborough Crescent. The child was bitten in the stomach twice. Police were called and were taking the case forward.

· Jack Mahli Area Chief Inspector reminded residents to be vigilant and report anyone acting in a suspicious manner. TVP 08458505505 or Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 (anonymously).

90. Allotments.

The council was informed of a tenant’s letter addressed to the Chairman. As the letter was marked private and confidential it was only referred to in general terms. It raised some issues concerning the allotments’ Conditions of Tenancy. The Council was in also informed that the tenant intended to give up their tenancy of the allotment at the end of March 2010.
Agreed: The council approved the proposal that the issues be considered by the Chairman and the Allotments Working Group with a view to them reporting back to a future meeting with any recommendations they felt were needed.

Agreed: Members regretted that the tenant intended to give up their allotment and agreed that the tenant’s letter be taken as giving the required notice under the terms of the Conditions of Tenancy. 
Agreed: The Finance Officer should try to find another tenant for the allotment for April 2010.

91. Cemetery Matters.

The Cemetery gate had been mended.

92. Report of Clerk.

OCC would shortly be circulating the draft of the new Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s Plan 20210-2013 for consultation. An on-line questionnaire would be available from 1 October .

93. Report of County Councillor.

No report received.

94. Report of District Councillors.

No report received.

95. Miscellaneous Reports from Members.

Riely Close recycling bins.

Dr Hacking reported that some bins had lost lids. The PC had informed WODC and Colin Dingwall who remained committed to finding an alternative site.

Other Waste Bins.

Mr Rogers reported that The Post Office trade bins and residents’ bins were being left on the footway opposite the Methodist Church.

Agreed: the Clerk should contact the Tinder Box Manager to arrange storage behind the Post Office as in previous years.
The meeting ended at 9.08 pm.

Date of the next Meeting.

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council would be at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 13 October.

The Chairman. 13 October 2009.
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