MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the Annual Meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 11 August 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chairman)

	
	Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker 
	Mr Hugh Burton

	
	Mr George Gasiorowski
	Mr Michael Rogers

	
	Mr Peter Thorn
	Mrs Janet Witcomb

	
	Mrs Louise Chapman (County Councillor)
	

	
	Mr Colin Dingwall (District Councillor)
	Mr Toby Morris (District Councillor)


In Attendance: Mrs Frances Hancox, Clerk, Mr Graham Haynes, Finance Officer. 

Members of the public attending: 2 members of the public attended.

60. Apologies for absence.

Mrs Gill Battams, Mr Steve Griffiths, Dr Peter Hacking Mrs Jane Lewis, and Mrs Laura Rostron. Mr Griffiths was unexpectedly prevented from attending by an unforeseen work meeting.
61. Declarations of Interest.

Mrs Janet Witcomb: (personal & prejudicial) in respect of her Cottsway Housing Association Garage Tenancy.

Mr Michael Rogers: (personal) in respect of his membership of the HPFA Management Committee.
62. Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Agreed: Members approved the Minutes of the Meeting of 14 July with the following corrections: 

Minute 46.9’ Planning Query (38)’ should have stated (39) as the reference in the June 2009 Minutes.

Minute 46.10.’Availability of CCTV (38)’ should also have referred back to Minute 39 of the June 2009 Minutes.
63. Report of County and District Councillors.

The Chairman invited Mrs Chapman, Mr Dingwall and Mr Morris to present their reports to enable them to attend another meeting.
63.1. County Councillor Mrs Chapman highlighted the following matters:

a. Affordable Housing.
Mrs Chapman had now received a copy of the Traffic Survey carried out at Riely Close. She was providing a copy for the Residents’ Association and the Parish Council.

Cottsway and Blenheim had not yet appointed architects for the proposed project.

Mrs Chapman with District Councillors Mr Dingwall and Mr Morris had arranged to hold a meeting with WODC officers and Cottsway staff and the planning partners in the Blenheim Housing Project prior to the access exhibition, so that they could inform the PC of the key points the exhibition would identify. This would enable the PC to prepare questions ahead of the exhibition.

Meanwhile they had asked Cottsway to continue to look at other possible sites in Hanborough.

Mrs Chapman had advised Riely Close to compile a log of photos, such as those recording the recent carriageway flooding, to present to WODC Planning Department if an application went forward for consideration. 
The specialised traffic cameras had not yet been delivered to OCC. Mrs Chapman would be offered first use when they arrived.

Mr Dingwall reported that since initially supporting Riely Close in presenting residents’ concerns about the proposed access road he had declared an interest in the issue as a Director of Cottsway and would not be taking part in any vote on the matter.

Mr Morris also declared an interest as a newly appointed Director of Cottsway.

b. The impact of the economic downturn on local government budgets.

The County Council picture.

Mrs Chapman reported that Local Government was facing a future of serious budget cuts and constraints. The Govt was carrying out a local spending review which was likely to result in cuts in grants from central Government to County Councils. There is a tough time ahead for Local Government.
Oxfordshire County Hall work force was being reduced by 500. The question for all Councils would be how to protect their front line services such as Children’s Services and Social Services front line posts.
The District Council situation.

Mr Dingwall reported that West Oxfordshire District Council was making savings of £1 million without cutting services. The savings were being delivered through cuts in background staffing. He emphasised that public services had not been cut so far but more savings of 3% were required.

WODC funds invested in Iceland Banks.

WODC had been informed that it would get back nearly all of its investment in stages. Some was on the way already. Of the investment portfolio some funds would receive 100% of the investment, some 92% and some 85%.

c. PC Queries.

Local Roads.

Anti-skid surface deterioration by the George and Dragon crossing.

Mr Rogers expressed concern that the anti-skid resurfacing by the George and Dragon crossing would be delayed owing to its cost. Northern Highways had informed the Clerk that this specialised surface cost a very considerable amount more than regular surfaces and were not able to give a date for the rescheduling of the work.
Mrs Chapman suggested that as this had safety implications the PC should write to County Councillor Mr Rose, Cabinet Member for Transport Implementation, and copied to her and Paul Wilson, asking him to look further into the problem. She and Mr Rose could then discuss the problem in detail with Northern Highways.
Concerns about saturation parking at the corner of Millwood End and at the top of Swan Hill by customers of the Swan Pub. 
Members reported that at both these locations visibility was severely compromised and entry to Millwood End from Combe road was sometimes blocked as traffic proceeded out from Millwood End. 
Mr Currell, OCC Senior Traffic Technician, had inspected the area on a number of occasions including Tuesday evening, which was often a key pressure time in the week.

However he had not identified a level of problems which would require Highways’ intervention.

He was concerned about parking on the Swan Hill verge and would monitor the site. Dangerous or blatant obstruction was a matter for the Police. However he would investigate whether physical measures might be required to curtail some of the parking.
One resident had found their drive blocked and had phoned the police but they had not responded.

Agreed: The PC would report these problems to PCSO Tina Townshend and Mr Thorn would report them at the forthcoming NAG  meeting.
The Chairman thanked the visiting Councillors Mrs Chapman, Mr Dingwall and Mr Morris for their contributions; they then left to attend another meeting.

64. Matters Arising.

64.1. New parish Hall.
The Chairman had discussed Mr Nicholl’s plan with Mr Field the Chairman of the HPFA confirming that the PC had welcomed the plan as a very good start to the project. The plan could be amended and enhanced to incorporate the detailed needs of user groups.
Members made the following points:

A rough guide to building costs at current prices was needed. The Finance Officer suggested that the BCIS Data base could provide a cost indicator.
Some residents might be concerned about parish spending commitments; North Leigh residents had been divided over the value of spending parish funds on their new hall.
The Chairman reminded members that residents had welcomed the PC’s proposal for building a new parish hall when this had been proposed at the Annual Parish Meeting in 2007. The project had subsequently been publicised in the Hanborough Herald without any residents writing letters of dissent.

Mr Rogers reported that the HPFA members had made reasonably favourable comments rather than expressing dissent. They accepted that a new building was required for the long term future and that these plans were a first draft.

Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker suggested that it might be helpful to invite representatives of village groups interested in using the facility to a meeting with a display of the initial plans.
Members agreed that this was an exciting project and .a meeting of the steering group was the next stage.

Agreed: The PC would ask Mr Nicholls to convene a meeting of the Steering Group and discuss obtaining a rough guide to costs at present calculations. 
64.2. Other Matters Arising.

a. Concrete Bollard. (46.1.)

Mr Wilson had been attending site meetings and was then on annual leave. The Clerk had not been able to find out more information about the request for the removal of the bollard. 
b. Improvement of the road surface at the junction of Roosevelt and Church Roads. (49.1.)

A sizeable area of dilapidated tarmac at this northern corner had been removed and a new section of road surface installed. 
65. Financial matters.

65.1. Monthly Schedule of Accounts for Payment.

Agreed: members approved the following schedule of accounts fpr payment.

	Payee
	Description of payment
	Payment
	Cheque

	
	
	
	

	Conifer Joinery Ltd
	Cemetery gates repair
	£57.50
	102309

	West Oxfordshire District Council
	grass cutting
	£193.04
	102310

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£463.52
	102311

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£447.90
	102312

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£351.15
	102313

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£197.96
	102314

	Post Office Ltd
	PAYE & NI
	£360.58
	102315

	Margaret L Johnson ltd
	office supplies
	£172.80
	102316

	Long Hanborough Methodist Church
	room hire
	£45.00
	102317

	
	
	£2,244.45
	

	
	
	
	

	JULY receipts
	
	Amount
	

	
	Description of receipt
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	bank interest
	£0.24
	

	
	Cemetery fees
	£260.00
	

	
	
	£260.24
	


65.2. Public Works Loan Board Loan.

Members discussed the possible advantages of paying off the outstanding loan on the Pavilion. Under the current arrangement the final payment would be due on 30 April 2013.

The Finance Officer reported the figures given to him by the Loan Board suggested a saving in the region of £2,000.

Agreed: On the basis of the information the Finance Officer had received, the PC was asked to arrange repayment of the Pavilion Loan.

65.3. Approval of the quotation for extending the tarmac at the Silver Railings bus shelter.

Agreed: The PC approved the quotation from G. Hill and Sons Ltd of £657 plus VAT as the best value quotation. 

The Clerk confirmed that Hill and Sons was an approved contractor for Highways work and that Northern Highways was informed that the PC was seeking this quotation for the work in addition to a their teams’ quotation.

66. Parish Contingency Planning for responding to the Flu Pandemic and other Parish Emergencies.

66.1. Report of Meeting with Ms Tracy Girvan, Deputy Practice Manager, Long Hanborough Surgery.
a. The Chairman, with the Vice Chair, Clerk and Dr Hacking, Chair of the Emergency Planning Working Group had met Ms Tracy Girvan to discuss communications with the surgery in the light of the developing flu pandemic.
Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker, Mrs Lewis and the Clerk had recently attended a presentation of the Chinnor Parish Flu Pandemic Contingency Plan. Ms Girvan had asked for their report in order to discuss how far that plan could guide Hanborough’s planning.

b. The following points were highlighted by the meeting:

· The flu had levelled out in West Oxfordshire and had not yet mutated, but that might happen in the autumn.

· A vaccine to combat swine flu would need two administrations.

· The regular flu vaccination clinics would run as normal in the early autumn. 

· Ms Girvan welcomed the publication of the Flu Friend leaflet in the Hanborough Herald.

· The Surgery had a contingency plan and monitored it closely as the medical situation developed. Ms Girvan would keep the Chairman informed of any changes in the health status of the area.

· In the worst case scenario, if most of the Eynsham Medical Group Surgery staff were ill, the Hanborough surgery would close and the practice would be run from Eynsham by a skeleton staff with appointments for non urgent consultations suspended.

· Doctors would visit patients with conditions needing more urgent attention at their homes.

· Although there were designated centres for the issue of the antiviral Tamiflu , a doctor would be able to put Tamiflu on a surgery prescription form for collection in Hanborough or Eynsham.

c. Hanborough Emergency Plan.

The Hanborough Emergency Plan drafted by the Working Group was the agreed plan by which the Parish would respond to a flu pandemic and other acute emergencies. However the details of the Plan’s proposed telephone cascade to circulate emergency information had not been finalised. 
Following the Surgery meeting the Chairman, Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker and Dr Hacking, as Chair of the Emergency Planning Group, had reviewed the Chinnor Plan in relation to the Hanborough Emergency Plan. They had concluded that the Chinnor Plan provided useful ideas but did not wholly fit Hanborough’s needs. They proposed that emergency communication with residents should be provided through specially prepared postcards delivered to every house in the parish rather than by a telephone cascade. 
The Chairman or Vice Chair had the role of activating a full emergency. 
The emergency postcards would then be delivered by Parish Councillors and volunteers. 
The PC would advertise for volunteers to be known as ‘Street Friends’, whose names would be held on a confidential list specifically for this emergency role. 
Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker reminded members that in the past the Community Care list of volunteers had been run in this way, names held confidentially and activated by a central co-ordinator.
c. The Chairman summarised the proposed parish response to an emergency.:
· A special postcard delivery to every home would publicise an emergency.
· The September Hanborough Herald would inform residents of this scheme.
· To meet the flu pandemic residents had already been advised to have a designated ‘Flu friend’ to contact if they need help when ill with the flu.
· The ‘Flu Friend’ would be someone to call upon for help including collecting medication and antiviral doses from the designated collection centres.
· Many residents had a network of family or friends but the PC needed to ensure there would be support available in any emergency for those who were lacking enough help.
· The information on the postcards would enable any resident in need to contact a PC number and this would activate a helper.

· Volunteers’ contact details would be held confidentially as they were when the Community Care Group functioned.

· Chinnor Parish Council set aside £20,000 to cover costs when friends were buying emergency groceries and medical supplies. Any such purchases would be repaid at a later date to the fund when the recipient had recovered. This would be sensitively monitored to take account of hardship cases. This system could be an option to be considered by the PC if needed.

· A page with a brief introduction and the sample postcards, one for a flu emergency the other for other acute emergencies were circulated for Members’ comments. This information would be published in the September Hanborough Herald. (Appendix A)
Mr Thorn suggested an improvement to the wording of the post cards. This was agreed.

Agreed: the Hanborough Herald would publish the emergency post card support information for September issue.

Agreed: If activated The Hanborough Emergency Plan would be rolled out through postcards delivered to each house in the Parish, The Clerk would get quotations for the printing of the two emergency postcards.

66.2. Support for Teenagers.

a. Report of Meeting with Mike How, Outreach Youth Worker based at Eynsham Youth Centre.
Mr How had contacted the parish to let the PC know about a new Integrated Youth Service initiative.
· Youth workers based at Eynsham Youth Centre were setting up an outreach programme for all the villages serving Bartholomew School and were visiting the villages on Thursday evenings during the holidays.

· From September the youth workers would get to know pupils travelling home by bus after school, to assess how many between the ages of 13 and 18 did not access youth service support.
· In response to their findings the Youth Worker Team would be able to support activities already set up in the village communities or help establish new provision through access to new funding opportunities. The Youth Worker Team hoped local PCs could give them a picture of the current provision for teenagers and opinions on the outreach project.

Mr How was not free to meet the PC on a Tuesday evening but hoped to meet interested Councillors during a morning discussion. Meanwhile he had met with Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker and the Clerk.

Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker reported that Mr How was an experienced young man who knew the area well and the issues relating to growing up in a village. She had informed him that a number of youngsters in Hanborough were not usefully occupied in their leisure time.

Mike How was working with young people in Eynsham on drugs and alcohol issues and identifying their preferences. He confirmed that there were considerable youth opportunity funds available for projects if proposed by young people themselves who would then complete the application forms with his support.

Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker and Mr How had agreed that organising an initial ‘special event’ could attract young people’s interest and possibly lead on to more regular contact with the youth service.

b. Proposed ‘Special Events’.
1. A guided ‘Proper Graffiti’ project day during which youngsters, working under expert supervision, could be shown how to paint parts of the skate park or the multi sports area ply board fencing. 

2. A demonstration and training day for skateboarders with a BBQ. This idea had been planned for the original Skatepark opening but had been rained off. Mike How could help set up these events but not supervise them.

c. The first stage was to identify the level of PC interest and support from residents. Members commented that the problem had been in the past finding the person able to commit to running a youth club. The Hanborough clubs focussed on a younger age group.

d. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker was happy to approach a previously disaffected young person to assess whether he would be interested in these events and willing to take a central role in applying for grants and helping launch the initiative. The aim would be to hold an event in September of early October.

Agreed: Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker would approach a young person to see whether he would be interested in taking an active part in promoting a youth focussed event.

67. Village Amenities.

67.1. Leisure Amenities Management Report.

a. The Pit.

Nothing to report.

b. The Children’s Playground.

The Manager had spent a great deal of time adjusting the closing mechanism of the gate. However the mechanism was still not functioning correctly.
Agreed: If the autumn safety inspection highlighted this as a defect requiring attention the PC would consider replacing the gate.

c. Multi Sports Court.
Nothing to report.

d. Hurdeswell.

The Manager had inspected the extent of the tree canopy which had grown in the western side. A fresh uplift might be required at a cost to the PC.

Agreed: The Manager would first meet with the Chairman and then he would ask the WODC Tree Officer’s advice and report back.

68. Affordable Housing.

The PC had no further news of the progress of the Myrtle Farm Affordable Housing project.

Agreed: the Clerk would contact Mr Methven of the Vale Housing Association for an update.
69. Planning.

69.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

09/0870/P/FP. Erection of two detached dwellings with garaging, Land to the rear of 42a &42b Witney Road Long Hanborough.. 

This application is very similar to the one which was previously granted permission. The Parish Council has no comments on this application

The Design and Access Statement says ‘The positions of the houses on site are unchanged from the approved scheme.’

It would appear that unit 1 has been moved closer to unit 2 and that the clear space between unit 2 and 1b Millwood Vale is partly occupied by a garage.

69.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC.
09/0784/P/FP: Erection of first floor side extension with pitched roof to form storage area. Pinsley Farm Barn 188 Main Road Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The roof and walls of the proposed extension shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

09/0790/P/FP: Erection of two storey side extension. 145 Main Road Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. Notwithstanding the submitted plans, the first floor window serving the bathroom, shall be fitted with obscure glass prior to the first use of the new accommodation, and shall be retained as such thereafter.

REASON: To retain privacy to the neighbouring property. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

3. The external walls of the extension shall be constructed with- brick of the same type, colour and texture as the materials used for the construction of the existing building unless otherwise approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

4. The roof of the extension shall be covered with slates of the same type, colour and texture as the materials used for the roof of the existing building. REASON: To ensure that appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

5. That part of the extension proposed to be rendered shall be rendered using materials of the same type, colour and texture as the render used in the existing building. REASON: To ensure that the development matches the existing building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

70. Highways and Footpaths.

70.1. Speed Limits Review of A and B roads in Oxfordshire.

There had been no comments from members about these road speed limits. However several members were interested in looking at the possibility of introducing 20 mph restrictions on estate roads. The Clerk had been informed that this was a matter to raise with Northern Highways.

Agreed; The Clerk would ask Northern Highways team for advice.
70.2. Parish Roads.

a. Recent carriageway flooding.

The areas affected had been Glyme Way and Riely Close. Residents had sent photos of the flooding at Riely Close to Northern Highways.

The Clerk had checked with residents about the length of time the carriageways had been flooded. 
Glyme Way: The vulnerable gardens were not affected and the road cleared more swiftly than in previous years. 

Riely Close: The water had risen over the footway kerbs but had not fully flooded gardens. It had cleared by bedtime, 
b. Church Road.

Nothing to report.

c. Church Hanborough.

No matters reported.

d. Lower Road.

No matters reported.

70.3. Footpaths and footways.

The Coffin footpath had been cut back as required but in two stages. Blenheim contractors new to the site had initially cut back nettles on the approach lane but not the allotments area. This had been an error.
70.4. Other Highways Matters.

a. Local Transport Plan 3: Objectives and Strategic Environmental Assessment Consultation.

Members noted the invitation to take part in an online consultation.

Responses were required by 4 September.
b. Fly posting on the Myrtle Farm bus shelter.

Many residents had complained about the number of posters advertising the Combe Feast which had been glued to the front of the bus shelter with very powerful adhesive. 

The Chairman had contacted the Enforcement officer. WODC staff had very promptly removed the posters. Members assumed that the cost would be borne by the advertisers and not the parish.

71. Community Police Matters. 
Police report for August 2009

‘A bike was found outside a garden in Millwood End on July 27th. If anyone has mentioned a bike being stolen, it has been taken to Woodstock police station. 
The Drop-in for the Police surgery will be outside Wasties Orchard in the lay-by on August 12th between 1pm and 2pm. Do go and visit PCSO Tina with your worries or concerns in Long Hanborough.

There will be another surgery in November.

There is still concern for parking down at the station. Police are in contact with Great Western and have had talks with them about the situation.’
72. Allotments

Nothing to report.

73. Cemetery Matters.

Nothing to report.

74. Transport Matters.

Passengers had experienced a cancelled First Great Western Train and had received no confirmation of this for 40 minutes. (Did I report this?)
75. Report of Clerk. 
David Cameron had replied to the PC’s letter expressing concerns about delays in physiotherapy treatment. He confirmed that he had passed on this enquiry to the Chief Executive of Oxfordshire PCT and would report back with her response.
The Public Meeting ended at 9.28 pm.
The Chairman. 8 September 2009.
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