MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the monthly Meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 8 December 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Steve Griffiths (Chairman)

	
	Mrs Gill Battams
	Mr Hugh Burton

	
	Mrs Jane Lewis,
	Mr Michael Rogers

	
	Mr Peter Thorn
	Mrs Janet Witcomb

	
	Mr Colin Dingwall (District Councillor)
	

	
	
	


In Attendance: Mrs Frances Hancox, Clerk; Mr Graham Haynes, Finance Officer. 

Members of the public attending: 6 members of the public were present.

135. Apologies for absence.

Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker on recuperation leave.

Mr Peter Brittin: on leave.

Dr Peter Hacking: Another engagement.

District Councillor Mr Toby Morris: on account of ill health.
Mrs Battams and Mr Dingwall would be arriving later in the meeting.

136. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting.

Agreed: In the absence of the Chairman, Mr Brittin and Vice Chair, Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker, Members proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that Mr Steve Griffiths take the Chair at the Meeting. 

137. Declarations of Interest.

Mr Michael Rogers: (personal) in respect of his membership of the HPFA Management Committee.
Mrs Janet Witcomb: (personal) in respect of her tenancy of a Cottsway garage.

138. Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Agreed: Members approved the Minutes of the Meeting of 10 November as an accurate record of the meeting with one amendment to Minute 122.4.
The reference to the Grant to ‘Hanborough Playing Fields Association: £2,000.00. (Authority Sec 137 Local Government Act 1972)’ was deleted, as that grant had already been paid.
139. Matters Arising.

139.1. Visiting Speakers. (119) 
Members appreciated the Clerk’s detailed report.
139.2. Riely Close Traffic Survey. (121.3)

A few Members still had not viewed this survey. The Clerk would forward an e-mail copy.
139.3. Street Lighting Hours. (124.6.b)

Members noted two letters with requests from residents for retention of specific lights during the night and in addition one telephoned request. The letters referred to concerns about reduced lighting providing a greater opportunity for vandalism and burglary and problems for emergency access to elderly residents living alone. Following a thorough discussion of the points made Members decided that, while not dismissing these concerns, the most practical course of action would be to review the situation after the new lighting hours had been introduced.
Agreed: The Clerk would write to the residents concerned explaining that, following serious discussion, the PC had voted to review any reported safety concerns after the new lighting hours had been fully introduced. 
139.4. Planning Information (128).

The Finance Officer confirmed that a report of the retrospective granting of planning permission for the extension of a garden into agricultural land in Millwood End had not been included in the Minutes because the PC had not received written correspondence about this matter. Residents could check all planning information on the WODC website.

140. Financial Matters.
140.1 November Schedule of Accounts for Approval.

Agreed: Members approved the following monthly schedule of accounts for payment.
	Payee
	Description of payment
	Payment
	Cheque

	J  Braybrooke-Tucker
	expenses
	£219.96
	102352

	Hanborough Community Assc.
	grant
	£2,000.00
	102353

	Hanborough & Dist. Day Centre
	grant
	£550.00
	102354

	Volunteer Link-up
	grant
	£50.00
	102355

	West Oxon CAB
	exempt item
	£100.00
	102356

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£538.93
	102357

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£463.25
	102358

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£351.35
	102359

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£197.96
	102360

	Data Protection Act
	exempt item
	£348.68
	102361

	Skyline Promotions
	fireworks display
	£3,852.50
	102362

	Margaret L Johnson ltd
	stamps
	£14.04
	102363

	
	
	£8,686.67
	

	Notes: Item one had already been paid as it involved the member incurring expenses by debit card

	
	
	
	

	October receipts
	
	Amount
	

	
	Description of receipt
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	bank interest
	£0.28
	

	
	Cemetery fees
	£360.00
	

	
	
	£360.28
	


140.2. Replacing the faulty gate to the Children’s Playground.

The red, self-closing gate incorporated a sophisticated hydraulic mechanism linked to the gate posts. This mechanism was now defective. Members noted the report of the Leisure Facilities Manager and three quotations for a replacement gate. The gate with posts required replacing at a cost of just over £1,000 including labour. Members agreed that as this was a matter of Health and Safety a replacement should be ordered as a matter of urgency and only the quotations including labour should be considered. The Finance Officer would make the funds available from various cost centres in the current budget.

Agreed: The PC would order a replacement gate unit from Wickstead as soon as the Finance Officer had identified the funding.

140.3. Internal Audit arrangements for 2010/11: 

The current Internal Auditor had offered to continue providing the PC with his service.

Agreed: Members asked the Finance Officer to write accepting this offer.

Mrs Gill Battams entered the meeting.

141. Parish Council Matters.

141.1. Emergency Plan.

a. Request from Oxfordshire Emergency Planning Unit.

Members noted the letter from The Oxfordshire County Council Emergency Planning Unit which complimented the PC on the style of the Hanborough Parish Plan. The OCC Business Continuity Manager, Mr Travers Smith, was interested in issuing the Plan as a template for other parishes to study when drawing up their own plans. If the PC agreed to this he would circulate the Plan after removing all personal details. In addition he was happy to place Hanborough on e-mail contact to receive severe weather warnings.
Agreed: The PC was happy to release the plan for other parishes in a data protected form. The Clerk would provide the Emergency Planning Unit with an electronic copy.

Agreed: The PC would arrange to be informed of severe weather warnings.

b. Key holders for emergency access to the Pavilion and Bar.

Mr Rogers reported that the matter of extra keys for emergency access to the Pavilion had been discussed at the HPFA Annual General Meeting. The HPFA had noted that its insurance allowed for a limited umber of key holders. The Chairman of the HPFA was proposing to release the contact phone numbers of all the key holders to the Parish Emergency Group as a compromise.
Agreed: The Clerk would arrange a meeting date for the matter to be clarified.
Mr Colin Dingwall entered the meeting.
141.2. Sustainable Communities Amendment Act.

The National Co-ordinator of ‘Local Works’ had contacted all Parish Councils to urge them to take further action in support of the above Bill. Parliament had held a ballot to select the MPs who would be given the opportunity to introduce a Bill which could have the chance of becoming law. Given an imminent General Election only the top 7 MPs would have a realistic chance of achieving this outcome. Parish Councils were being encouraged to contact the 7 named MPs requesting them to consider promoting the above Amendment Bill.
Agreed: The Clerk would e-mail the named 7 members of Parliament making this request.
142. Highways and Footpaths.

142.1. A4095 Matters: Resident’s concern about safety on the shared section of the footway/ cycleway adjacent to Shepherds Farm.

A resident had written highlighting the potential danger to cyclists if drivers reversed out across the pavement to access the A4095 near Shepherds Farm. Pedestrians approaching the traffic lights along the narrow shared section of cycleway/footway from Wastie’s Orchard, had time to be aware of vehicles leaving driveways. Cyclists travelling at greater speed were being endangered. The resident had experienced some near misses and one cyclist had actually colliding with a car. Widening the pavement or diverting cyclists to the road would solve the problem.
The Finance Officer reported that, although for safety drivers ought to avoid reversing on to a main road, in his experience the problem existed for drivers even driving forwards out of Shepherds Farm properties. Visibility was restricted by the Cotswold wall.

Members recalled that the PC had alerted OCC that the section of cycleway/footway concerned was dangerously narrow and subject to the most congestion but had been informed that the cost of re-engineering the section would be prohibitive. Unfortunately the PC had no authority in this matter; the plan for the cycle path was the OCC’s responsibility. The cycle track had been installed to protect cyclists from the dangers of road traffic.
Agreed: The PC would inform OCC of the resident’s concern and advise the resident to contact the OCC. In addition the PC would use the Hanborough Herald to remind cyclists to reduce their speed and ask PCSO Tina Townshend for further advice.

142.2. Parking Obstruction on the Cycleway.

PCSO Tina Townshend had informed the PC that, following complaints from residents about vehicles parking on the cycle path, the Woodstock Neighbourhood Policing Team had written to residents warning that persistent obstruction would result in a fixed penalty ticket for ‘Unnecessary Obstruction’.

Mr Thorn reported that the NAG had discussed the problem and was keen for the police to monitor the problem at the times when commuters returned home rather than earlier in the day. He was aware that the PCSOs were allocated only a limited time for patrolling the parish.

Agreed: The PC would write to Area Commander Jack Mahli to ask how far PCSO patrolling times could be adjusted or extended.

142.3. The black paint of the village name on the Bladon end gates still needed renewing.

Agreed: The Clerk would follow this up.

142.4. Church Road: Parking problems near the Co-op roundabout.
This section of road had been clear of parked cars recently for two days running but that was most unusual. Members remained concerned about the lack of visibility for drivers accessing Church Road from the roundabout.
Agreed: The PC would ask Paul Wilson, Northern Highways’ Deputy Engineer, to arrange a site meeting and give advice as to a solution.

142.5. Recent concerns about safety at the Church Road pedestrian crossing.

Members noted the e-mail correspondence following recent ‘drive-through’ incidents. OCC officers had advised that, as this was a matter of bad driving, it should be reported to the police; it was not a matter OCC Highways could influence directly. The Clerk pointed out that a great many officers had now been made aware of the problem. The Woodstock Police Team had informed the resident affected of the extra monitoring it was carrying out in Church Road. The resident was aware that the PC was taking the problem seriously even though it could not provide the solution. The OCC Road Safety Education Unit had offered its services if a large enough verge were made available for the caravan with its interactive programme.

Agreed: The Clerk would find out more about the possible impact of the educational programme on offer.

142.6. Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan 3/2011-2030, Consultation 3: Long List of Schemes.

Members had noted the details of the proposed schemes for West Oxfordshire.

Agreed: The PC would add the following requests for consideration:

· Improved bus service links at the evenings and Sundays to Witney in particular.

· The reinstatement of the Lower Road lay by
· A link road from Jubilee Way, Madely Park and Woodstock Road junction to the Hailey Road as part of a proposed housing development.

Mr Dingwall had informed members that an estate was proposed for the fields between Madely Park and New Yatt Road. This development would help West Oxfordshire achieve its required quota of new homes. A distributor road from the Woodstock Road to Hailey Road would free Bridge Street from severe congestion.
142.7. Footways and Footpaths.

Nothing to report.

142.8. Any other Highways matters for report.

Part of the sign post at the Combe Turn remained very dirty; the Clerk would follow this up.

143. Report of District Councillor.

1. Mr Dingwall had asked WODC to consider including an opportunity for public participation (with timed contributions of 3 minutes) at District planning meetings. The working paper had been submitted for a decision.

2. Affordable Housing.

a. The planning application for the affordable housing development at Myrtle Farm had been approved.

b. Blenheim Allotments’ Site.

No planning application had yet been received.

144. Transport Matters.

Report of meeting to discuss the PC’s request for an weekend evening bus service from Witney.

Members noted the report of the meeting held with the Manager of Witney Stagecoach Depot. (Appendix A) They also noted that Hanborough was designated a service centre but lacked transport services.

· The above meeting had been well attended, with Mr Burton and the Clerk representing the Parish. Although Stagecoach Managers had been happy to arrange a meeting it was clear that they would not consider diverting a bus from the S1 timetable to provide one evening bus link for the villages on the 11/242 route. The cost of a pilot scheme would be so considerable it would require funding from local or central government. 
· An encouraging aspect of the meeting was the number of District Council Officers and Councillors attending, including Mr Robson, WODC Head of Rural Development and Mr Dingwall. WODC was committed to supporting a programme of rural inclusion, but OCC provided finance for transport not the District Coiuncil. WODC funds had provided the free Marriotts Close car park and the cinema complex.

· Two options available to the parishes were discussed. One option was to set up a bus club with a local mini bus and a booking with pre-payment system. The other was for the interested parishes to collaborate and all complete a survey to prove the level of need. Mr Philip Newbould, ORCC would assist with devising a meaningful questionnaire.
Members did not wish to set up a bus club and preferred to prove the level of need through a survey 
Agreed: The PC would inform local parishes of Hanborough’s interest in a parish transport survey and ask ORCC to assist with formulating a questionnaire.
.

145. Village Amenities.

145.1. Leisure Facilities Management Report.

There were no further safety matters to report in relation to:
The Children’s Playground.

The Pit.

The Multi-sports Court.

Hurdeswell.

145.2. Playing Fields Matters.

Mr Rogers reported that the Annual General Meeting had been attended solely by Committee members with no other residents attending. In relation to preventing vandalism, the committee had been concerned that Police visits had been made at 3 pm not 9 pm at night.

An independent light switch for the disabled toilet still had not been installed in spite of being included in the specifications of the recent alterations. Mr Rogers would follow up this deficiency.

The Chairman would discuss the distribution of emergency keys at a meeting with PC representatives.

145.3. Other Village Initiatives.

Members appreciated the Christmas Tree decorated with the new lights and requested that the lights be turned on by midday each day.

146. Planning

146.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

09/1416/P/FP, Insertion of replacement windows. 4 Bolsover Close. Long Hanborough. 

The Parish Council has no comments on this application

09/1485/P/FP, Erection of single storey side extension and front porch, 2 Mansell Close Church Hanborough.

This is a well designed set of improvements to the house which are in consistent with the character of this and other properties in Mansell Close.

File ref 8.5/4210/3 OCC Ref MW 0222/09. Details Pursuant to condition 19 of Planning Permission W2002/1337. City Farm Landfill Site Eynsham.
The Parish Council has no comments on this application.

146.2. Planning Applications: Decisions notified by WODC.
09/1229/P/FP: Erection of two storey and first floor side extensions. 22, Glyme Way Long Hanborough.
Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The roof and walls of the proposed extension shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

09/1290/P/FP: Erection of entrance porch and conservatory/sun room to rear of garage. 47, Millwood End, Long Hanborough.
Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The roof and walls of the proposed porch shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the porch matches the original building. (Policies BE2 and BES of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

09/1308/P/FP: Erection of shed/summerhouse. (Part retrospective). 18 Millwood Vale, Long Hanborough.
Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. Notwithstanding the details hereby approved, prior to the erection of the roof and walls of the shed a plan detailing the rear elevation of the shed shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the aforementioned approved details and retained as such. REASON: Full details have not been provided, and in the interests of privacy. (Policies BE2 and H2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

3. The external walls of the shed hereby approved shall be constructed of painted or stained timber, a sample of which shall be submitted to and approved in writing prior to the commencement of that part of the development. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the aforementioned approved details and retained as such. REASON: To preserve the visual amenity of the area. (Policies BE2 and H2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

09/1343/P/FP: Change of use from water bottling plant to classic car restoration. The Quarry, Swan Lane, Long Hanborough.
Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. No business activity shall take place on the site before 8.00 a.m. on weekdays and Saturdays nor after 6.00 p.m. on weekdays and 1.00 p.m. on Saturdays, nor at any time on Sundays, Bank Holidays, Good Friday or Christmas Day. REASON: The proximity of dwellings justifies a limitation restricting the activity generated from the site to normal working hours in the interests of the reasonable residential amenities of adjoining residents. (Policy BE2 of the emerging West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

3. No storage, industrial or other business use shall take place outside the existing buildings except the parking, manoeuvring and loading and unloading of vehicles. REASON: To protect the residential and visual amenities of the locality and to ensure there is no interference with the circulation and manoeuvring of vehicles on the site. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 20 11)

4. The premises shall be used for classic car restoration and for no other purpose (including any other purpose in Class B2 of the Schedule to The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 or in any provision equivalent to that Class in any statutory instrument revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification). REASON: The site is only suitable for the use specified because of the special circumstances of the site and the specific nature of the proposed use (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

5. That details of any proposed lighting, including indications of existing lighting, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the installation of any lighting at the site. The provision of the lighting shall only be in accordance with the approved details. REASON: In the interest of the visual amenity of the area (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

09/1299/P/FP: Erection of single storey rear extension. 41 A Church Road Long Hanborough.
Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The roof and walls of the proposed extension shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order, 1995 (or any Order revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification) no additional windows shall be constructed in the south elevation of the building. REASON: To avoid future overlooking. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

4. Notwithstanding the submitted information, the cill height of the windows within the north elevation shall be 1.65 metres above floor level unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. REASON: In the interests of preserving an acceptable level of residential amenity with the neighbouring property. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

147. Community Police Report.

WODC had informed residents that a recent charity collection had been held without collectors having badges to display.

147. Allotments.

The Finance Officer reported that the Allotments’ Working Group had inspected the allotments to check the varying levels of cultivation. He had written to two tenants renting plots which appeared not to be cultivated reminding them of the terms of their tenancy. He had been informed that one tenant was waiting to rotavate the plot once he had recovered from a knee operation. No reply had been received from the other tenant. The Finance Officer would offer the plot to the next on the waiting list if no information from the tenant was forthcoming.

Mr Burton reported that the speaker at the OALC Annual General Meeting had delivered a detailed presentation on allotments law.
148. Cemetery.

Humane traps had been inserted into the mole runs. No mole had yet been trapped.
The Finance Officer had requested the groundsman to cut down the branch of a tree which was overhanging a path and was hazardous.
149. Clerk’s Report.
WODC was offering a free chipping service for residents’ Christmas Trees. The trees would be removed from a collection point in the playing Fields Car park on 9 January and chipped centrally.

150. Miscellaneous Reports from Members.

Mr Burton had attended the OALC Annual General Meeting and would present a fuller report in January. There would be a 1% rise in OALC membership fees.
The Meeting ended at 9.10 pm.
The date of the Next Meeting.

The next ordinary meeting of the parish Council would be held on Tuesday 12 January.
The Chairman. 12 January 2010.
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