MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the monthly Meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 13 October 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chairman)

	
	Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker 
	Mrs Gill Battams

	
	Mr Hugh Burton
	Mr George Gasiorowski

	
	Mr Steve Griffiths
	Dr Peter Hacking

	
	Mrs Jane Lewis,
	Mr Michael Rogers

	
	Mrs Laura Rostron
	Mrs Janet Witcomb

	
	Mr Colin Dingwall (District Councillor)
	Mr Toby Morris (District Councillor)


In Attendance: Mrs Frances Hancox, Clerk, Mr Graham Haynes, Finance Officer. 

Members of the public attending: 7 members of the public attended.

96. Apologies for absence.

Mr Peter Thorn, on holiday leave. 
97. Declarations of Interest.

Mr Michael Rogers: (personal) in respect of his membership of the HPFA Management Committee.
Mrs Laura Rostron: (personal) in respect of her position as Secretary to the HPFA.

Mrs Janet Witcomb: (personal) in respect of tenancy of Cottsway garage and Hanborough allotment.
98. Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Agreed: Members approved the Minutes of the Meeting of 8 September as an accurate record of the meeting.

99. Matters Arising from the Minutes.

99.1. Request for temporary repairs to the anti-skid surface by the George and Dragon.(63.1.c)
The Clerk would check if the contractor had assessed whether or not repairs were feasible.
99.2. Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill. (82.2)
David Cameron had informed the PC that the Conservative Party supported this Bill. However, as Leader of the Party, he did not sign Early Day Motions unless they had been tabled on behalf of the Party as a whole. He had therefore forwarded the PC’s letter to John Denham, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. Mr Cameron would pass on to the PC any reply he received.

99.3.  Support for Teenage Opportunities. (83)
Mrs Battams reported that Youth Worker Mike How was getting to know Hanborough youngsters through travelling on the school buses and that he was very popular. A youngster she knew was an enthusiastic member of the Eynsham Youth Club and attended twice a week. Mike How had offered to meet members on 29 October but members pointed out that this was a difficult time for parents on half term
Agreed: Mrs Battams would ask the young youth club member whether she would be happy to write an article about the Club.. 
Agreed: The Clerk would arrange an alternative date for the meeting with Mike How.

Mr Peter Willis from the Oxfordshire Youth Offending Team, had offered to speak to the PC about the Restorative Justice Scheme.
Agreed: The PC would follow this offer up.

99.4. Leisure Facilities Management Report. a. The Pit.  Dead Trees (84.1.)
Mr Foster, OCC Tree Officer had checked the site once more. He had noted the dying goat willow and proposed a number of other measures including removing ivy from taller trees and the Black Poplar. Mr Foster was waiting for a quotation for this work and approval by OCC before scheduling the tasks. He hoped the work would be approved and completed by early December.
99.5 Multi Sports Court: protective caps required to cover the protruding bolts.

The Manager reported that finding a supplier was proving problematic.
99.6 Verge drains were being blocked by weeds. (86.1)
These had been cleared.

100. Finance.
100.1. Monthly Schedule of Accounts for Payment.

Agreed: Members approved the following Schedule of Accounts for Payment.

	Payee
	Description of payment
	Payment
	Cheque

	Hanborough Herald
	grant/publicity
	£1,250.00
	102327

	Data Protection Act
	exempt Item
	£250.00
	102328

	Cottsway Housing Association Ltd
	garage rent
	£124.20
	102329

	Thames Water Utilities Ltd
	water charges
	£26.63
	102330

	
	cheque not used
	
	102331

	Information Press Ltd
	emergency plan cards
	£166.75
	102332

	Margaret L Johnson Ltd
	office supplies
	£183.72
	102333

	Data Protection Act                             
	
	£15.63
	102334

	Data Protection Act
	
	£632.81
	102335

	Data Protection Act
	
	£549.90
	102336

	Data Protection Act
	
	£351.35
	102337

	Data Protection Act
	
	£197.96
	102338

	Post Office Ltd
	PAYE & NI
	£376.54
	102339

	Public Works Loan Board
	debt charge
	£1,703.66
	102340

	West Oxfordshire District Council
	grass cutting
	£193.04
	102341

	
	
	£6,022.19
	

	
	
	
	

	September receipts
	
	Amount
	

	
	Description of receipt
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	bank interest
	£0.26
	

	
	Cemetery fees
	£260.00
	

	
	WODC interest
	£13.23
	

	
	
	£273.49
	


100.2. Report of External Auditor.

There were no matters for the PC to follow up as a result of the Report.
101. Parish Council Matters.

a. Hanborough Emergency Plan.

Members noted the Emergency Response Communications Guide setting out in flow chart form the stages leading to the parish couriers delivering the emergency postcards.
PC need for a temporary office in an emergency.

As the communications scheme required a land line telephone the Pavilion Bar had been chosen to act as a temporary Parish Office and communications centre in an emergency. The PC had written to the Chairman of the HPFA requesting extra keys to ensure access in an emergency.
b. The Community Carols Event.

This had been booked for Sunday 20 December with refreshments available from 6.45 pm. 
The Playgroup was considering organising a carols event with parents on a separate occasion.

Installing the Tree lights.

Mr Booth, who had done the work last year, no longer ran an independent electrical business.

Agreed: The PC would ask Mr Wiley for a quotation to erect the tree lights.

Refreshments.

The Co-op was selling a special price 10% alcohol content mulled wine.

Agreed: The PC refreshments would offer an alcohol-based mulled wine as well as the non alcoholic variety. The different ‘wines’ would be clearly labelled.

102. Highways and Footpaths.

102.1. Parish Roads.

a. Riely Close.
1. Traffic Survey.

This was still being circulated, not all members had viewed the statistics.
2. Recycling Site Problems.
· There were now 13 bins rather than a modest number some years ago. 

· Mr Dingwall had made enquiries about spare land for a new recycling site at WS Surplus Supplies and to Roger File of Blenheim Estates about the pocket of land unsuitable for agriculture to the west of Hurdeswell. There was no definite outcome to report. 

· The Co-op rear car park needed as much free space as possible for deliveries and overflow parking facilities. 

· The A4095 Bladon lay-bye had never been re-opened but its position on a bend approaching the Lower Road junction posed problems. 

· Mr Dingwall noted that Hewden Hire had demolished the unused bungalow by the station opening up a parking area. 

· The Meeting emphasised that the prime criterion was that homes should not directly overlook a recycling site.

Agreed: While awaiting a permanent re-siting of the recycling bins, the PC would write to WODC Cabinet member, Mr David Harvey, requesting the number of bins be reduced to a maximum of 6.

b. A4095.

Part of the black lettering on the north side Bladon end parish gate needed re-painting.
c. Church Road.

Serious problems with drivers failing to stop at the pedestrian crossing.
· A resident had contacted Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker to report that, while taking three young children over the Church Road crossing, a vehicle had driven across. It had been an alarming experience. This incident had been reported to PCSO Tina Townshend.

· The School Crossing Officer had recently reported a similar incident to her OCC Manager.

· The Clerk had been in touch with the OCC Road Safety Department which had, coincidently invited Parishes to book a visit from the Mobile Road Safety Education Unit. 
· There were no signs warning drivers to stop at crossings which the parish could use. Marc Pilling was the OCC Officer recording these incidents. To report an incident to the Police the resident would need an independent witness and the Registration number of the offending vehicle. 

Agreed: The PC would write to OCC requesting installation of lights to control the crossing. The Clerk would report the problem in the Hanborough Herald.

Agreed: The PC would investigate whether the Crossing Patrol Officer could have a loan of the camera incorporated into the patrol ‘lollipop’.

d. Lower Road.
No new matters to report.

e. Church Hanborough Matters. Nothing to report.
f. Tree Planting.

Mr Gasiorowski asked whether the Tree Planting Group still functioned following the retirement of Mr David Gould as Chairman. Members noted that the Group now functioned as the Tree Management Group but would still consider tree planting requests. There had been an annual allowance of £350 in the budget to cover this.
Agreed: Mr Gasiorowski would join the Tree Management Group. Suggestions for a tree planting budget would be considered at the Finance Meeting on 28 October.
Further Tree Planting matters.

A replacement oak tree by the Swan had not been planted after the previous replacement died. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker was nurturing a replacement sapling.

Agreed: The PC would like to plant a new oak tree on the Swan green. The clerk would check with Highways which section of that green belonged to Highways as the space was not common land.

2. Footpaths and Footways.

a. The footways by Becketts Close had been resurfaced to a very high standard 

Agreed: The Clerk would check who had organised the re-surfacing.

b. The footpath behind Mansell’s Close was overgrown.
Agreed: the Clerk would contact the Countryside Department to arrange for the footpath to be opened up.

3. National Highways and Transport Survey.

Mr Rogers agreed to complete the questionnaire on behalf of the PC..

103. Village Amenities.

103.1. Leisure Amenities Management Report.

a. The Pit.

No matters to report.
b. Children’s Playground.

A chain supporting one of the baby swings had become detached. The Manager had repaired it.

The Manager would arrange to remove the retaining boards by the bark areas as they became rotten.   
c. Multi Sports Court.

Nothing new to report.

d. Hurdeswell.

Bowards and another contractor (M Rudge) had inspected the trees on the western side. Bowards was clear that the optimum number of trees had been removed last year but that the canopy would benefit from being uplifted. The other contractor concurred with this opinion.

The Manager had asked for quotations for this work. 
WODC had confirmed to the manager that the PC owned the site and could make all the decisions.

Agreed: The work to be scheduled would be uplifting the tree canopies.

103.2. Playing Fields Matters.

a. An HPFA meeting was due during the forthcoming week. The committee would discuss the PC’s request for keys to the Pavilion and Bar which would be needed to ensure access to the Pavilion Bar in an emergency. As the Bar room had a land line phone it could act as a temporary PC Office from which emergency postcards could be sent out via the parish couriers.

b. Mrs Lewis reported that disabled people did not have independent access to a light in the disabled toilet. This was controlled from the main switchboard even though the specifications of the alterations had included a disabled toilet light switch.
103.3 Community Initiatives.

a. Musical Fireworks Event.

The organisers were investigating whether they were free to charge an entrance fee rather than collect donations. Members were unable to advise on the legal position. The organisers would need to check with former committee members of the HPFA.

b. Village Show.

This had been extremely successful. More people had visited the exhibits in the Pavilion than before. The event had taken over £1,000 of which £300 was full profit. Stall holders had come from as far away as Swindon. Members noted one request for a group to sell tea and coffee to the stallholders during the morning.

Agreed: Mrs Battams would pass on congratulations from the PC on running a great show.

104. Affordable Housing.

Myrtle Farm Project.

The plans for the Myrtle Farm Project had been submitted to WODC. The Planning Group had inspected them. They were essentially the plans presented to the PC in the spring with one adjustment that a few more of the 24 units would be flats. The drainage problem had been solved with the installation of a pumping station to link the southern homes on the project to the mains sewerage.

The PC welcomed the plans. The one comment made was that the PC still wished to install a path between the hedge of Swan Hill and the back of the gardens.
Members noted the following details:

Sovereign Housing was part of a consortium working with the Vale Housing association.

Each unit had cycle sheds and 2 parking spaces per home.

Ecology Area. 

Mr Griffiths asked who would be responsible for that. The plans had cited planting a variety of native species. 

Residents’ query about the boundary Cotswold wall. 

The Housing Association now owned the Cotswold stone wall at the rear of the Myrtle Close houses. This was a protected feature. If it fell down at all the Housing Association would be obliged to rebuild it. The Housing Association retained freehold ownership of the whole site.

Agreed: the Clerk would check that the association would be responsible for grass cutting.

105. Planning.

105.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

 09/1172/P/FP. Erection of single storey extension to form garage and self contained ancillary living accommodation. Keswick Church Road Church Hanborough

The applicant states that the property is not within a conservation area. This is incorrect, the whole of Church Hanborough including the subject property is within the Church Hanborough Conservation Area.

Having said that the Parish Council considers that the proposals are a well planned and designed extension which also performs a useful social function. The proposed development is not imposing on neighbours or the area and it fits well in the village. It does not overlook neighbours nor is overlooked by them.

 09/1180/P/FP, erection of single storey rear extension. 8 Churchill Way Long Hanborough.

The design statement says, “ there will be no overlooking or loss of light to the adjacent dwelling as a result of the proposed extension.” It can be argued that the new window to the playroom will overlook the adjacent property and so contradicts that statement.

Other than this the Parish Council has no objections to the proposals.

09/1247/P/FP. Remove block paving and replace with tarmac. Extension to footpath with drop kerbs, 23 Main Road Long Hanborough.

The Parish Council has been pressing for this proposal for sometime which will greatly improve the safety of pedestrians approaching the Co-op from the east. It fully supports this application

 09/1229/P/FP. Erection of two storey and first floor side extensions. 22 Glyme Way Long Hanborough

This would seem to be a classical conversion/extension that improves the standard of accommodation without adversely affecting its outward appearance or convenience to neighbours.

 09/1224/P/AC. Erection of Advertisement sign.(Retrospective). Field Adj to Eynsham Park Sawmill Cuckoo lane North Leigh

The Parish Council considers the signs unsightly, too large and a distraction at that junction. It would like to see them removed.

09/1275P/FP. Erection of 24 dwellings and new vehicular access. Land at Swan Lane Long Hanborough. 

· The Parish Council has for a number of years been seeking to identify a site within the parish for affordable housing. It therefore welcomes this application and fully supports it.

· When the Parish Council was asked to comment on the applications concerning the redevelopment of the Swan Public House it consistently drew attention for the need for adequate car parking and requested that this be provided. These comments and requests were ignored, consequently there is now a serious car parking problem on the roads by The Swan. This has resulted in the narrowing of access along Swan Lane due to the cars parking in what was already a narrow lane constituting a hazard.

· Swan Lane is a narrow lane with no pedestrian foot way. It is the main access to Combe from the A4095. It is hazardous for pedestrians to use it. The Parish Council has an aspiration that a pedestrian foot-way can be provided down Swan Lane to ensure the safety of pedestrians.

· This proposed development provides an opportunity for this aspiration to be realised in part in that a foot-way could be provided behind the hedge without detrimental affect to the proposed dwellings on the Swan Lane frontage. Such a footpath would also help the other dwellings on Swan Lane to have a footpath link through the new development to Main Road, thus avoiding a hazardous route along Swan Lane and Millwood End.

· The Parish Council requests that a footpath on the Swan Lane boundary of this development is provided, in the interest of safety. 

105.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC

09/0733/P/OP: Remove existing garages and erection of two maisonettes. Land adj 10 New Road, Long Hanborough.
Refused

1. That the proposed development due to its siting, scale and massing would have an unacceptable overbearing impact on the neighbouring property at number 10 New Road, to the detriment of the residential amenity of that property. As such the proposal would be contrary to Policies BE2 and H2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011.

2. That the application does not make provision for affordable housing and as such, is contrary to Policy H II which requires up to 50% affordable housing for developments of two or more dwellings in this location. As such the proposal is contrary to Policy H I1 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011.

106.Community Police Matters.

· A resident reported that whilst she was on the pelican crossing in Church road with 3 small children, a vehicle passed in front of them at speed. 

· This is only one of several occasions when this has happened. The PC needs to look seriously at what measures can be taken to stop what appears to be a growing menace. 

· The PC could request lights at this crossing. PCSO Tina Townshend has advised that the PC reports every incident to the OCC so that the need f0r traffic lights is highlighted.

· Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker had posters available for people to display if they would rather not be involved with callers at Halloween.

· As Christmas approaches residents were being reminded to keep valuables/presents out of view in cars and homes. The advice was to defer placing wrapped presents under Christmas Trees until the last moment. Keep shopping bags in view with handbags when shopping. Be aware that pick pockets and thieves would be a problem at this time of year.
· Members noted that at 2.30 am on a recent morning two cars were using the long straight section of Abelwood Road and junction with Millwood End to do “d” turns. Residents had reported this to the police. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker would investigate any further information about the incident.

107. Health Matters.

Members noted the letter sent to David Cameron from the Chief Executive of the Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust setting out the intended improvements in funding for the surgery based physiotherapy service. The PC was encouraged by the proposals and that registering Hanborough concerns had been followed up, possibly contributing to a focussed discussion of the issues.

108. Transport.

Rail Parking.

Members noted the following report of the Transport Representative.

Due to the recession and falling revenues the indications were that First Great Western had suspended investment in car parking extensions indefinitely. The recent Rail Utilization Study made no mention of car parking development in the Great Western Area.  The problem was that the limited time span of 7 years for the rail franchises discouraged the train operating companies from making long term investments. The First Great Western franchise had already run 3 years with only 4 left. The Franchise would not be able to invest in a passenger bridge from land behind the station.

As regards dualling through the Hanborough section, at present the signalling infrastructure required to support that at the Wolvercote Junction was not yet in place. 2014 was scheduled for signalling work in the Oxford area which would support redoubling the line through Hanborough to the new dualled section at Finstock. The tone of the Rail Utilization Study published on 1 September was aspirational but needed government funding.
Mr Dingwall noted that negotiations for car parking sites had ceased with Great Western but was continuing from other quarters. He was intending to speak to the MD of North Oxford garage to investigate whether having demolished the empty bungalow there might be room for letting out a space for car parking for rail passengers.

.

109. Allotments.

Mrs Witcomb reported that the tenants of four allotments affected by rabbits were encouraged by the ferreting they had arranged. She had spoken to Mr Henman whose adjacent field had been badly affected by rabbits about the ferreting initiative. The pest control contractor now had permission to use his ferrets on all the field boundaries. There would be no charge made to the allotment tenants.
Members noted a recent incident in which dogs running free had attacked a tenant’s dog.
110.Cemetery Matters. Nothing to report.
112. Report of Clerk. Nothing to report.
113. Report of County Councillor. No report received.
114. Report of District Councillors.

Mr Dingwall confirmed that the public meeting and exhibition dealing with access to the Blenheim Allotments’ site was likely to be held in mid December.
The Financial Overview and Scrutiny Committee had held a meeting with the new Financial Advisor to the WODC. The Advisor had informed the members that commission based practices in recommending Iceland Bank products had contributed to individuals’ and Councils’ misguided investment in Iceland financial products. Members were encouraged to hear that the WODC advisor did not work on a commission basis when offering clients advice and so avoided any conflict of professional interest.

115. Miscellaneous Reports from Members.
None received.

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm.

Date of the next Meeting.

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council would be at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 10 November.

The Chairman. 10 November 2009.
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