MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the monthly Meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 10 November 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chairman)

	
	Mrs Gill Battams
	Mr Hugh Burton

	
	Mr Steve Griffiths
	Dr Peter Hacking

	
	Mrs Jane Lewis,
	Mr Michael Rogers

	
	Mrs Laura Rostron
	Mr Peter Thorn

	
	Mrs Janet Witcomb
	Mrs Louise Chapman (County Councillor)

	
	
	


In Attendance: Mrs Frances Hancox, Clerk; Mr Graham Haynes, Finance Officer. 

Members of the public attending: 15 members of the public attended.

116. Apologies for absence.

Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker would be absent on recuperation leave for two months.

Mr George Gasiorowski: on account of work commitment.

District Councillor Mr Toby Morris: on account of ill health.
117. Declarations of Interest.

Mr Michael Rogers: (personal) in respect of his membership of the HPFA Management Committee.
Mrs Laura Rostron: (personal) in respect of her position as Secretary to the HPFA.

Mrs Janet Witcomb: (personal) in respect of her tenancy of a Cottsway garage and Hanborough allotment.
118. Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Agreed: Members approved the Minutes of the Meeting of 13 October as an accurate record of the meeting with one amendment to minute 109: ‘ Members noted a recent incident in which ‘a dog running free had attacked a tenant’s dog.’

119.Visiting Speakers: Miss Hannah Few, Mr Mike How, Mr Peter Wallis, Mr Simon Michel.
The Chairman welcomed Miss Hannah Few, a pupil at Bartholomew School, Mr Mike How, Eynsham Club Youth Worker and Mr Simon Michel from the Oxfordshire Youth Offending Team.

A Young Person’s Appreciation of Eynsham Youth Club.

As regular member of Eynsham youth Club, Hannah presented a report on the popularity and success of Eynsham Youth Club. She highlighted these points:
‘YOUTHY is on Tuesday and Fridays 7-9.30 pm and with a fortnightly meeting 6-8 pm on a Thursday.

Things to do there: pool, table tennis, games, TV, DJ mixing, cooking and chats. I find it a fun place to spend my time. I can hang out and mess about with my mates and relax. It is always fun and there is always something to do. Having something to do in Hanborough would be great because there is nothing to do. Having a youth centre in Hanborough, I personally think people my age will not go, because not many people go from Hanborough. But there area lot more younger children like my sister who would probably go because there a re a lot of children in her age group. But I do think it would be a good idea to have a minibus service or taxi to take us from Hanborough to Eynsham on a Tuesday and Friday. Mike the Youth Worker said: ‘Young people could apply for funding to the Youth Opportunity Fund for up to £7,000 if they wanted a taxi service or for one of the events.’

Hannah explained that the members are aged between12 to 18 and the whole group is friendly. A very practical point was that she preferred the club to be located in Eynsham because she had a circle of friends from the area around Eynsham. They came to the Eynsham Club but they would not come over to Hanborough. Hannah and her Hanborough friends are taken by parents who share the trips but she would be happy to use public transport if it were available. A parent attending the meeting was happy to consider her children travelling by bus if they always travelled in a group. 

A Youth Worker’s Report.

Mike How spoke about his role in which his responsibilities were divided between running the Eynsham Youth Club with four other youth workers and his rural outreach project work enabling youngsters in the surrounding villages to develop activities and access to facilities. At Tuesdays BodyZone session, health matters were discussed including sexual health and drug use. The Youth Committee of 9 youth members organised activities including a residential weekend. 

The Out Reach Bus Project. 
Mr How’s outreach work formed part of the Rural Youth Project. 600 of Bartholomew School students lived in outlying villages. It was essential to find out the needs of this group and their major concerns. Mike was getting to know the youngsters from the feeder villages by travelling with them on the after school bus run. So far he had contacted 150 youngsters. Transport was the most frequently cited concern. 

County Councillor Mrs Chapman spoke of OCC’s support for young people such as promoting transport solutions where possible. A feasibility study was investigating whether the bus companies could provide young people with a concessionary bus pass such as existed in some parts of the country. The Chill Out Fund could still provide matching funding if PC’s gave funds to provide activities, perhaps hiring a hall for a ‘Youth Evening Event’. These funds could pay for a youth worker to supervise the event. 

Agreed: The PC would provide matched funding if a youth event was proposed. 
A Report on the Work of the Oxfordshire Youth Offending Team.
As a member of the OCC Youth Offending Team, Mr Simon Michel was responsible for working with young people between the ages of 10 and 18; youngsters who were going through the courts system after being convicted of an offence or youngsters who might be at risk of offending.
His described his role as a cross between being a mentor, probation officer and acting as a social worker managing a number of ‘cases’. 
· In order to help a youngster at risk of offending youth workers needed to build an in depth picture of a youngster’s life and its pressures. They needed to involve the family, school, social services and the whole network of people connected to the young person and assess why they were committing an offence. 
· The Youth Offending Team tried to signpost why an individual might get into trouble in the first place and how to prevent any further problem behaviour. They might have been involved in minor shoplifting or more serious offences.

· There might be pressures relating to difficult events their lives; housing problems; financial issues; the impact on the youngster of the pattern of family life, or the impact of their offending behaviour on the family.
· The Youth Offending Team set out to interact with other agencies to highlight issues and tried to put young people in touch with the right agencies to deal with those specific issues. They could place them in youth clubs and work with mental health teams and a young person’s friends. 
Information about the work of the Restorative Justice Team.

The Chairman welcomed Mr Peter Wallis as a speaker. In his work for Oxfordshire County Council Youth Offending Team Mr Wallis was responsible for the Restorative Justice Programme.

He explained that Restorative Justice had two main aims.

1. The main point was to try to move towards repairing the harm done by offending behaviour; to try to encourage people involved to repair the harm they had done or the harm victims had experienced.
2. In addition, his role was to set up practical support to reduce the pressures on young people which led them to offend.
With a small team Mr Wallis worked to fill the space between the two parties, the offender and the victim. The Team worked with all involved, so that the offender could appreciate better what had happened and the victim can say what could help.
The most powerful effect would be achieved with a meeting between all the parties but this had to be voluntary on the part of the offender. 
The Structure of a Restorative Justice Meeting.
· The participants sit in a circle in a room and hear what happened. 
· The young person explains what was going on what they were feeling and thinking at the time of the offence and what they had felt since. 
· The young person is challenged to think of the impact their action had on the victim. 
· The victim speaks of how the offence has affected their life and has a fuller sense of being heard. The group then starts to work out what needs to happen to repair the harm. 
· If the offence is car damage it can be arranged that a young person personally spends time under supervision to repair that damage. The team has workshop facilities for this. 
· Many of the victims do find this process helpful.  
· If a youngster is given a referral order they are required to attend with their parents. 
· The aim of the process is to make things better. The Offending Team staff have to be careful not to push someone into the process of meeting a victim who is not in fact remorseful. 

There is a huge challenge when a youngster does not want to put things right with the community. In response to this problem Mr Wallis had written a course on victim empathy designed to help youngsters build an awareness of the effect their actions could have on others; that every action has consequences for others.

If there is a court order an offending youngster has no choice, they have to do what the programme requires. If they do not they will be sent back to court.
If the sentence is community service there an element of reparation built into the sentence. The young person carries out supervised work which will benefit the community, such as cleaning off graffiti.
Communication at all stages of this process is crucial. Mr Wallis apologised that in a recent case in Hanborough there was an unacceptable gap in communications. A communication gap had emerged while building a picture from the school and family of the issues in the young offender’s life. Following this problem Mr Wallis had reviewed Team procedures so that it should not happen again.
Mr Rogers asked about the definition of petty and major crimes; trashing a house and taking the householder’s car would seem to be major crime. Mr Wallis agreed that there was a problem if the courts found a young person had no job and had no funds to pay the victim back. In such a case Mr Wallis’ role would be to try to help the victim cope with the strong feelings they experienced in response to the crime.

County Councillor’s appreciation of the work of the Youth Offending Team.

Mrs Chapman reported that Oxfordshire Youth Offending Team was one of the best in the country. Due to the success of its work the rates of youth offending in Oxfordshire were coming down. She reminded the meeting that young people could have challenging upbringings in which it was hard for them to survive. In those circumstances they needed help and support to stay on track in their lives. If they could be helped to change their lives that could change the wider community and this helped victims. Appropriate intervention helped to stop reoffending. Targeting vulnerable groups stopped anti social behaviour. The Oxfordshire team was effective. In many cases there was not an easy way out; finding a way through to a young person’s awareness could be very hard. Work in this sphere was a vocation.
Oxfordshire County Council worked with the police to prevent crime and this was having a positive effect. The government saw the value of engaging with parents and looking at the mental health problems of an individual perhaps following drug abuse problems. The Crime and Disorder Act required authorities to deliver policies via sharing problems across agencies including social services and targeting work in order to prevent youth crime. Joint funding from Government and County Council had promoted effective preventative work.

The Chairman thanked the speakers warmly for their contributions which had ensured that the Council was much better informed about the youth support system.

120. Affordable Housing.

120.1. Confusion about the Public Notice advertising the Planning Application for the Housing Development at Myrtle Farm. 
WODC has advertised the Planning Application for 24 houses on the western edge of Myrtle Farm. The Notice included the statement that, ‘In the opinion of the Council the application may affect the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.’ This did not mean that the Council was against the application. It in no way described the decision or preference of WODC. This clarification would be publicised in the Herald.

120.2. Blenheim Allotments’ Access Road Investigations.

Although the District Councillors were more closely involved in the project’s progress Mrs Chapman was following the progress of the project because of the County Council’s responsibility for access and highways matters. Progress was slower than anticipated. Mr Dingwall and Mr Morris would ensure that before a planning application was put in they would meet with Riely close residents.
Members noted that soil samples had now been taken at the Blenheim Allotments’ site.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Chapman for her contribution to the meeting.

Mrs Chapman and Mrs Battams left to attend other meetings.

121. Matters Arising.

121.1. Repairs to the anti-skid surface by the George and Dragon crossing. (99.1.) 
Northern Highways had confirmed that they could remove the broken anti-skid surface, patch the road where required and then re-apply the new anti-skid surface. This would only be on the one side that was failing badly. Mr Kelman would mark the patching up when the rain subsided and the ground was dry. He had been advised by the Contractor that the patching could be done within the next few weeks. There would be a delay in re-applying the anti-skid surface as it was autumn and quite cold and damp.
121.2. Sustainable Communities Act amendment Bill. (99.2) 
Mr John Denham, Secretary of state for Communities and Local Government had replied to David Cameron following his receipt of the PC’s letter. The Clerk would circulate the reply.

121.3. Riely Close Traffic Survey.(102.1).
The Clerk had circulated an e-mail copy after photocopying the Riely Close Residents’ Association copy.

121.4. National Highways and Transport survey. (102.3).

The Meeting thanked Mr Rogers for completing the questionnaire on behalf of the PC>

122. Financial Matters.
122.1 . Monthly Schedule of Accounts for Approval.

Agreed: Members approved the following Schedule of Accounts for payment.
	Payee

	Description of payment

	Payment

	Cheque


	WODC

	grass cutting

	£169.13

	102342


	Long Hanborough Meth. Ch.

	room hire

	£60.00

	102343


	Data Protection Act

	exempt item

	£463.22

	102344


	Data Protection Act

	exempt item

	£449.00

	102345


	Data Protection Act

	exempt item

	£351.35

	102346


	Data Protection Act

	exempt item

	£197.96

	102347


	Data Protection Act

	exempt item

	£348.68

	102348


	British Legion

	wreath

	£28.00

	102349


	Margaret L Johnson ltd

	office supplies

	£149.05

	102350


	G Hill & Sons Ltd

	bus stop surfacing

	£755.55

	102351


				
			£2,971.94

	
	October receipts

		Amount

	
		Description of receipt

		
		bank interest

	£14.28

	
		Cemetery fees

	£120.00

	
		WODC precept

	£24,506.00

	
		HPFA – debt charge contribution

	£851.83

	
		HMRC – VAT refund

	£661.07

	
			£26,153.18

	

	
	
	
	


122.2. Budget 2010/11.

The Finance Officer presented the budget for 2010/11 recommended by the Finance and Administrative group. (Appendix A).
Agreed: The recommendation was accepted and approved. 

122.3. Precept 2010/11. 
The Finance Officer presented the Precept for 2010/11 recommended by the Finance and Administrative group. The Precept recommend was £47,000. This was a 4.08% reduction on the current year. (Appendix A).
Agreed: The recommendation was accepted and approved. 

 

122.4. Distribution of Grants 2010/11.

Recommendation: The Finance and Administration Group recommended that the following grants be made:
Hanborough Community Association: £2,000.00. (Authority Sec 137 Local Government Act 1972)
Hanborough & District Day Centre: £550. (Authority Sec 137 Local Government Act 1972)
Volunteer Link Up: £50.00. (Authority Sec 137 Local Government Act 1972)
West Oxen Citizens Advice Bureau: £100.00. (Authority Sec 142 Local Government Act 1972)
Agreed: The above recommendation was proposed, seconded and approved.

122.4. Christmas Tree Lights.
1. Agreed: The PC accepted the estimate of £316 from Mr Stephen Wiley for installing and taking down the lights. 

2. The order had been placed for a new set of coloured tree lights.

3. The Carols Event would be held at 7.00 pm on 20 December. Refreshments would be available before and after, Mr Griffiths would be responsible for the music.

123. Parish Council Matters.
123.1. Emergency Plan.

The Emergency Postcards for communicating with residents had been printed and sorted ready to deliver in an emergency. In order to distribute the cards to couriers the PC needed a public room with phone support. The Pavilion bar could provide that. The Chairman had asked the Clerk to request extra keys in order to facilitate access the bar to add to the few held by HPFA. The HPFA Chairman had informed the PC that this matter needed further consideration. Pavilion insurance limited the number of key holders. The PC was awaiting a meeting with the Chairman of the HPFA. 
Members noted the following:

· The proposed extra keys would be for the Chairman and Chair of the Emergency Planning Group, rather than each member of the Emergency Planning Group 
· The PC would only require office space and a phone line to start the Postcard Communication Cascade. This ‘Cascade’ was a parish responsibility.
· Decisions about which Parish Hall would be used by the WODC/OCC Emergency Planners during an incident would be decided at the time by those authorities. 
· The Fire Service would be able to give permission for people to spend the night in the Pavilion if WODC requested that.

123.2. New Parish Hall Steering Group: Report of recent meeting.
· The Steering Group was making good progress.

· The initial plans were being modified as research and discussion continued. Mr Burton had been given the task of looking at examples of other recently constructed village halls such as North Leigh and Toddington to gather information and ideas.
124. Highways and Footpaths.

1. A 4095.
No further matters reported.

2. Riely Close: Report of ‘Near Miss’.
A resident had informed the Manor School Headteacher and the PC of a recent incident at 8.45 am in which a people carrier had driven out of the Riely Close car park without the driver looking. It appeared to be a mother bringing her child to school. The car park and roadsides were so congested it was only luck that a serious accident had been avoided. 

Agreed: A reminder about parking at the rear of the Manor School should be placed in the Herald.

3. Church Road.

a. Parking hazard by the Co-op Roundabout.

A resident had reported serious concerns about visibility problems facing traffic entering Church Road from the Co-op roundabout because cars were parked in Church Road too close to the roundabout junction. Most members agreed that they had personal experience of this problem. PCSO Tina Townshend had previously suggested that the PC could write to request double yellow lines. Enforcement would be a problem but this was something she could look out for on her visits and follow up with penalty notices.

Agreed: 
1. Mr Thorn would raise this problem with the NAG. 
2. The PC would write request a site meeting with Highways to discuss solutions.
b. Safety issues at the Church Road Pedestrian Crossing.

The PC had contacted a number of OCC personnel about safety issues following ‘Drive-Through’ incidents at the Church Road pedestrian crossing. The Clerk reported the following:

· Request for Speed Watch signs to remind drivers to slow for a crossing. Posters for this problem did not exist. Mr Wood, OCC Speed Watch Officer advised that 'Speed Watch' was to do with drivers who were driving too fast, not those who needed to be more aware of their responsibilities at pedestrian crossings. A case of bad driving and should be dealt with by police.
· OCC Senior Road Safety Officer’s advice. Ms Rigault confirmed that a ‘Drive-Through’ was a matter for the police, who would take action provided there was at least one independent witness and the registration number of the offending vehicle had been noted. She had informed the OCC Road Safety Constable, Mark Pilling, of the incident so that he was aware of the problems at the site 

· Request for a ‘camera Lollipop’. Hazards experienced by a School Crossing Patrol Supervisor in Marston were different from the pressures reported in Hanborough. The Road Safety Department would not at this stage be seeking to provide Hanborough with a Camera Lollipop. 
· Ms Rigault was clear that more public education was needed and had raised that matter with the Road Safety Constable.
4. Church Hanborough Matters.

No matters reported.

5. Footpaths and Footways.

Dan Weeks, West Oxon Field Officer had reported that OCC had not ever cut back the hedge by Footpath 8 because residents had previously managed that. He would inspect the site and arrange the cutting back.

6. Other Highways Matters.
a. Entry to Millwood End: Parking Problems.

The Landlord of the Swan was assessing whether he could provide more parking spaces. Members reported cars parked on the pavement by Bakers’ Court. The pavement by the Post Box was obstructed that evening as Members came to the meeting.
Agreed: The PC would continue to monitor and report the problem and would check whether PCSO shifts included evening visits.
b. Street Lighting Hours. 
Two residents had spoken of their dissatisfaction with the proposed night time switch-off but had not written to the PC setting out their concerns in detail. They had been informed that, if there were a special case for re-instating a light, a small amount of money was available during the first month and a half which could be used to reset a limited number of lights. This would be mentioned in the Herald.
c. Oxford Green Belt Network. 
Members noted the date of the AGM.
125. Village Amenities.

1. Leisure Facilities Management Report.

No safety matters were reported for the following areas:

The Pit

The Children’s Playground

Multi-Sports court

Hurdeswell.

2. Playing Fields Matters.
a. The HPFA Annual General Meeting was due on 30 November. Mr Rogers noted that the lighting for the disabled toilet had not been installed according to the agreed specifications of the improvement work. He agreed to follow this up.
b. WODC was advertising collection of Christmas Trees for chipping. A collection point was being arranged early in the New Year in the Plating Fields’ car park.

3. Other Community initiatives for report only.

a. The Musical Fireworks Event.

This had been a great success in spite of rain. It had attracted more visitors than ever. No charge had been made for entry but a profit had been made from donations.

b. Remembrance Service at the War memorial.

The service had been much appreciated and very well attended. The Police had stopped traffic on Church Road during the two minutes silence but not on the A4095.

Agreed: the Clerk would report this problem and request traffic on all roads to be stopped at the next years’ silence. 

c. A collection of old photos of the village owned by the Brown family were to be digitised to preserve them for the parish.

126. Transport Matters.

Volunteer Link-Up Car Scheme.

OCC had asked the PC for comments in respect of the value of this scheme in order to review its continued funding contribution. This scheme filled the gap for Hanborough residents following the retirement of the Hanborough Community Care Co-ordinators. The Finance Officer recommended that the PC support this service. He had first hand experience of the scheme as a driver. Members were surprised to note that less than 40% of trips had been categorised as ‘medical’ related.

Agreed: 1. The Finance Officer would report PC comments to OCC.

2. The Clerk would ask Volunteer Link-Up for more detailed statistics on how th eservice was used and the use Hanborough residents made of the transport service.

3. The PC would advertise the scheme to residents.
127. Suspension of Standing Orders.

Agreed: Standing orders should be suspended in order to complete the essential business of the meeting.
128. Planning

128.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

09/1290/P/FP. Erection of entrance porch and conservatory/sun-room to rear of garage. 47 Millwood End Long Hanborough

The proposed development looks well designed and that it has no problems with it.

09/1308/P/FP. erection of shed/summerhouse.(Part retrospective). 18 Millwood Vale, Long Hanborough

 'The only difference from the original application is that the building has a pitched roof instead of a flat one, giving it a height of 3.00m instead of 2.50m.

The Council does not feel that this creates any particular problem for the rear of the near by houses.'

09/1299/P/FP, Erection of single storey rear extension, 41A Church Road Long Hanborough

'In principle the extensions looks fine but, concern was expressed about it being overpowering in relation to the adjacent property'.

09/1343/P/FP, Change of use from water bottling plant to classic car restoration, The Quarry Swan Lane Long Hanborough

The comments of the Parish Council are: 

It had some concerns about this application but a meeting on the site with the applicant and his agent resolved these. The Parish Council has no objections to this application.

128.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC

09/1247/P/FP: Remove block paving and replace with tarmac. Extension to footpath with dropped kerbs.  23 Main Road Long Hanborough

Granted subject to one condition.

The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

09/1180/P/FP: Erection of single storey rear extension. 8 Churchill Way Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The roof and walls of the proposed extension shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

129. Community Police Matters.
The Post Office Shop had been broken into in the early hours of 8 November. Cigarettes and soft drinks had been stolen. Police had followed the vehicle of the suspected burglars.
130. Allotments.
Nothing to report.

131. Cemetery Administration.

a. Proposed wording on a headstone had implied that the deceased person’s dog was also buried in the grave. The Working Group had asked for the wording to be altered, making clear that the grave was solely that of the named person.

b. Moles were still active. 

132. Report of Clerk.

Nothing to report.

133. Report of District Councillors.

No reports received.

134. Miscellaneous reports.
None received.

The Meeting ended at 9.40 pm.

Date of Next meeting.

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 8 December at 7.15 pm.

The Chairman. 8 December 2009.
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