MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the Annual Meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 12 May 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chairman)

	
	Mrs Gill Battams
	Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker

	
	Mr Hugh Burton
	Mr Steve Griffiths

	
	Dr Peter Hacking
	Mr Michael Rogers

	
	Mrs Laura Rostron
	Mrs Janet Witcomb

	
	Mrs Louise Chapman (County Councillor)
	Mr Colin Dingwall (District Councillor)


In Attendance: Mrs Frances Hancox, Clerk. 

Members of the public attending: four attended for part of the meeting, one member for the whole meeting.
1. Election of Chairperson.

Mr Peter Brittin was proposed by Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker and seconded by Mrs Rostron and unanimously elected to be Chairman.

2. Election of Vice Chairperson.

Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker was proposed by Mrs Jane Lewis and seconded by Mr Peter Brittin and unanimously elected as Vice Chairperson.

3. Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from, Mr George Gasiorowski, Mrs Jane Lewis, Mr Peter Thorn, District Councillor Mr Toby Morris. 

4.Declarations of Interest.
Mr Peter Hacking (personal & prejudicial): related to the contractor paid to remove moles at the Cemetery.

Mrs Rostron (personal): as Secretary of the HPFA.

Mrs Janet Witcomb (personal & prejudicial): as tenant of a Cottsway Housing Association garage in Riely Close.

5.Minutes of the Last Meeting.

The Minutes of the Meeting of 14 April were approved as a true record of the meeting.

6. Report of County and District Councillors.

Members agreed this should be the first item of the Agenda in order to enable County Councillor Mrs Chapman and District Councillor Mr Dingwall to attend another meeting.

6.1. County Councillor Mrs Chapman’s Report.

The 7.oo am to 7.00 pm traffic survey at Riely Close had taken place on a Thursday as requested. 

The survey team had informed Mrs Chapman that:

· The A4095 was very busy compared with roads at other sites surveyed.

· The observers had not noted much queuing traffic in Riely Close during the morning, more at 3 pm.

· Mrs Chapman discussed the problem aspects of the site with the officers so that these problems were recorded as relevant information.

Mrs Chapman had asked the Cabinet member for Transport to arrange for a mobile traffic camera to record additional filmed evidence of traffic at the site.

The Cottsway-led public exhibition of the access routes would display all the survey results, probably in about 2 months time.

6.2. Report of District Councillor.

a. Mr Dingwall reported that it was business as usual at WODC. He asked the PC to note information about: 

b. Recent Further Planning Applications for Travellers Sites in West Oxfordshire.

West Oxfordshire needed only 9 more spaces to fulfil the government requirement of positive discrimination to assist travellers’ accommodation.

Planning applications for 3 extra plots for private sites for travellers were in the early stages. Small plots of land could accommodate up to 6 caravans at a weekly rent of £80 per unit. Travellers’ sites are permitted in areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Most sites are designated transient sites which do not set a time limit on tenancies. Council sites require 6 metres between caravans but privately owned sites are not so closely regulated.  

c. Marriott’s Close: Marks and Spencer’s Retail Tenancy confirmed.

Contrary to any rumours Marks and Spencer had definitely taken a long lease for an outlet at the shopping complex; there was no three year get out clause.

d. Details of Shopmobility being located at Marriott’s Close needed checking for new publicity.

The Chairman thanked the Councillors for taking the time to attend the meeting. Mr Dingwall and Mrs Chapman left the meeting at this point.

7. Matters Arising.

7.1. Co-op Access Improvements.202.2.

The Clerk had met Mr Tamplin who had confirmed that at present no further letter was required from the PC. He fully expected the extra footway to be installed depending on the estimated costs the PC might be invited to consider contributing to the funding.

7.2. Protected driveway at Station Terrace. 202.5.

The OCC Traffic Technician had arranged to visit the driveway concerned and contact the resident about this possibility, there would be a charge of £50.

7.3. Blenheim Festival of Heroes event planning application: WODC Consultation Meeting. (205)

Mrs Witcomb had attended the meeting on behalf of the PC. Members noted her report. 

The event could fairly be described as an all day pop festival.

No one from the Police of Highways had attended the meeting. 

All parking would be contained inside the park boundary. 

The sets would take 3 to 4 days to erect.

Access points for the event would be at the Main Gate, Hanborough Gate and Ditchley Gate.

Agreed: The PC would ask Ian Hudspeth what planned improvements in the traffic management and facilities were now in place to avoid a repeat of the Game Fair traffic problems. 

Action: Clerk to write.

7.4. Church Road Concrete Bollard. (202.7)

Paul Wilson at Northern Highways was surprised this had not been removed as his team had requested its removal a few days previously. His team would investigate the matter.

7.5. Community Responders. (209.4)

The Finance Officer was sympathetic but would need to investigate how to provide extra funding since money under Section 137 could not be granted to individuals.

North Leigh Clerk and Bladon Clerk had responded sympathetically to the PC’s request for a donation towards running the Hanborough project. North Leigh Parish Clerk had pointed out that the PC would appreciate further information because the Ramsden Community Responders’ service covered Finstock which was in the Parish of North Leigh.

Mrs Breakspear, a Hanborough Responder had been on duty with the Ambulance Service in Oxford for May Morning events. Members queried whether that meant Hanborough had been left without responders’ cover for that period of time.

Mrs Rostron confirmed that the service had changed considerably since its inception and Suzanne Solera who had spoken to the PC last year was no longer the Area Co-ordinator. 

Agreed: The PC with other PC’s needed up to date details on the way in which the scheme now functioned and funding sources.

Action: Mrs Rostron would contact Dick Tracey and arrange for a speaker to attend the next PC meeting.

8. Parish Council Matters.

8.1. Public Participation: Proposed amendment to Standing Order N0 64.

Members noted the proposed amendment recommended by the Finance, Salaries and Conditions and Grants Advisory Group previously circulated (Appendix A). 

The following points were made in discussion:

Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils had recommended that PCs review their 

arrangements for public participation at PC meetings.

Some PCs did not allow public participation sessions.

Some PCs such as Eynsham reserved a timed slot at the start of each monthly meeting.

Hanborough PC had traditionally preferred to allow public comment by arrangement at the beginning of the relevant Agenda item.

10 minutes public time at the start of an item would enable three members of the public to speak by prior arrangement for up to three minutes each. 

On balance most members judged a 10 minute time allowance as suitable rather than 15 minutes, especially as this time allowance was potentially available for each agenda item

Acceptance of the amended Standing Order No 64 was proposed by Mr Burton and seconded by Mrs Rostron and agreed with Mrs Witcomb member abstaining.

Agreed: The PC approved the amended Standing Order No 64. It would be in force for the June PC meeting.

Action: The Clerk would update the Standing Orders accordingly and arrange for the new Order to be publicised in the June Hanborough Herald. 

8.2. Membership of Working Groups and PC Representation.

Members agreed the following membership and representatives. (Appendix B).

Members noted that Mrs Rostron had resigned as a Governor but she was not replaced due to a recent reduction in the number of Governors. The PC regretted this lack of representation. recent reduction in the number of Governors. The PC regretted this lack of representation. It was felt by Members that the Council had historically taken an interest in the village school and this should continue if possible.

Agreed: The PC should maintain a close link with Mr Richard Balding the new Chairman of Governors.

Action: The Clerk would invite Mr Balding to PC meetings to take questions.

8.3. Emergency Plan: The Working Group had met and a draft was being prepared.
Action: The Working Group would report on further progress to the PC.

9.Financial Matters.

9.1. Monthly Statement of Accounts.

Agreed: Members approved the following schedule of accounts for payment.

	
	HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	May schedule of accounts for payment approval by Parish Council

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payee
	Description of payment
	Cash
	Cheque

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Broker Network
	insurance premium
	£2,368.95
	102283

	
	B R Consulting
	internal audit fees
	£189.00
	102284

	
	Margaret L Johnson ltd
	office supplies
	£35.18
	102285

	
	ORCC
	membership
	£20.00
	102286

	
	WODC
	election charges 2008/09
	£91.70
	102287

	
	M J Giddings Farm Produce ltd
	playgrade bark
	£741.75
	102288

	
	James Hacking
	mole catching St P & P
	£40.00
	102289

	
	Hanborough Playing Field Ass.
	grant
	£2,000.00
	102290

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£9,052.78
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	April receipts
	
	
	

	
	
	Description of receipt
	Amount
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	allotment rents
	£369.00
	

	
	
	Rapunzel
	£55.55
	

	
	
	WODC interest
	£206.24
	

	
	
	bank interset
	£80.36
	

	
	
	HPFA 
	£851.83
	

	
	
	Precept
	£24,506.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£26,068.98
	


9.2. Approval of Accounts for 2008/09.

a) The Finance Officer reported that the accounts for 2008/09 had been audited and that he would present the auditors report to the next meeting.
b) The accounts for 2008/09 (previously circulated) were considered and agreed.
c) Section 1 - Statement of Accounts for Approval. The Finance Officer presented Section 1 Statement of Accounts; part of the annual return for year ended 31 March 2009. 

This was moved and seconded that the Statement of Accounts  be approved and signed by the Chairman.
d) Section 2- Annual Governance Statement for approval. The Finance Officer presented Section 2 - Annual Governance Statement, part of the annual return for year ended 31 March 2009. 

This was moved and seconded that this be approved and signed by the chairman.
9.3. The Finance Officer suggested that from the balance carried forward £15,000 be transferred to the New Parish Hall Fund and be added to the other monies invested with WODC. Due to the banking failures and the potential loss by WODC by it's investment in Iceland banks concern was expressed about the security of the money and the Finance Officer was asked to check this out with WODC.
9.4. The Finance Officer reported that the present insurer Allianz could not match the terms offered by Norwich Union.

Agreed: It was agreed that insurance be taken out with Norwich Union.

Action: The Finance Officer would arrange this.
10. Proposed reduction in street lighting hours in rural areas.

In the May Hanborough Herald the PC had asked for residents’ comments on OCC’s proposal to reduce the hours of street lighting in rural areas where it was safe to do so.

One resident had responded. Members greatly appreciated the carefully researched and thoughtful letter from Mr Cliff Jones, a resident, who identified the savings which could accrue from this proposal. 

Given that the Police would advise OCC on the suitability of the locations suggested for part-night lighting before proceeding with any scheme, members voted to support a reduction in lighting hours across the Parish, but with the retention of all night lighting at the Co-op roundabout in the interest of safety.

Agreed: Members recommended that street lighting in Hanborough parish should be turned off between 12,30 am and 5.30 am with the exception of lights at the Co-op roundabout at the junction of the A4095 and Church Road..

Action: The Clerk would write to David Cookson, OCC confirming details of the PC’s proposed change to lighting hours in the parish.

11. Highways and Footpaths.

11.1. Parish Roads.

a. A4095. 

Nothing reported.
b. Church Road.

No matters to discuss.

c. Lower Road.

Members noted that the maintenance contractors for the Lower Road business park had cut down a group of Pyramid Orchids when cutting the verges.

d. Church Hanborough.

The residents of the Old School House had reported out that the renewed gravel laid on the common area had now bedded down so much that the area had become very dusty. They would be happy to contribute towards new gravel.

In discussion Members were concerned that fresh gravel always created problems for wheelchair access. The meeting noted that the area was common land and that the PC did not know who legally was responsible for maintaining the surface of common land in West Oxfordshire.

Agreed: The PC should discuss the matter again at the June PC meeting. It needed to check who was responsible for maintaining common land in West Oxfordshire.

Action: The Clerk would investigate the matter.

11.2. Footways and Footpaths.

Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker had spoken to Mrs Symington to ask whether she would consider selling a strip of field next to Swan Lane to provide a footpath on the lower section of Swan Hill.

Mrs Symington reported that her land agents had advised against this.

12. Affordable Housing.

The Chairman had learned that incorrect information was circulating in the village claiming that land adjacent to the Coffin Path had been sold and the section below the level of the Coffin Path would be developed as part of the access road to the Blenheim Allotments’ housing project. 

Mr Brittin had investigated this rumour and had been assured by a resident living next to the Coffin Path that the land had not been sold.

Agreed: It was essential that residents contacted the Chairman to check information which could be alarmist or misleading.

13. Planning

13.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

 09/0405/P/FP and 09/0406/P/LB. Erection of single storey extension to enlarge kitchen and construction of attached garden store to south elevation. Church Cottage Church Hanborough.

The Parish Council considers the proposal will improve the external appearance of the cottage and is to be welcomed.

09/0494/P/FP. Erection of canopies to side and rear elevations. Owls Leat, Lower Road Eynsham

Whilst on first consideration, the erection of a number of canopies might seem incongruous and out of keeping with the main school building, the canopies are in fact well contained by six foot high fence and hedge and mature trees. The Parish Council sees no reason for not recommending acceptance of the application.

09/0519/P/FP. Change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden (retrospective). Bayton 38 Millwood End Long Hanborough

The Parish Council has no comments on this application

09/0528/P/FP. Erection of two storey rear extension. 12 New Road, Long Hanborough.

The Parish Council has no comments on this application

13.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC

09/0209/P/FP: Conversion of workshop to dwelling. 125a Main Road, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. Detailed drawings of the following items to a scale of not less than 1:20 shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority before work on that part of the development takes place; windows, doors and rooflights. REASON: This information has not been submitted with the application. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

3. The car parking areas (including where appropriate the marking out of parking spaces) shown on the approved plans shall be constructed prior to occupation of the development and thereafter be permanently retained and used for no other purpose. REASON: To ensure that adequate car parking facilities are provided. (Policy BE3 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

4. All new works and works of making good shall be carried out in materials, and detailed, to match the adjoining original fabric except where shown otherwise on the approved drawings. REASON: To preserve the architectural integrity of the building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

5. That the first floor window on the West elevation shall be obscurely glazed and fixed shut prior to first occupation and shall be retained as such thereafter.

REASON: In the interest of the residential amenity of neighbouring properties (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Amendment) (No. 2) (England) Order, 2008 (or any Order revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification) no development permitted under Article 3 and described within Class A to G of Part I to Schedule 2 shall take place. REASON: In the interest of the visual and residential amenity of the area. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

7. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order, 1995 (or any Order revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification) no additional openings shall be constructed in the elevations of the building. REASON: To avoid future overlooking. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

09/0258/P/FP: Erection of workshop. Oxford Bus Museum, Station Yard, Main Road, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The external walls of the workshop shall be finished in a colour that shall match the existing buildings on site and retained in that colour thereafter. REASON: In the interests of visual amenity. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

09/0277/P/FP: Erection of field shelter. 16D Home Close, Millwood End, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements ofthe Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. The field shelter hereby permitted shall not be occupied at any time other than for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling known as 16D Home Close. REASON: The field shelter has to be restricted as ancillary to the main dwelling as it is not acceptable as a separate unit. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

09/0358/P/FP: Erection of single and two storey rear extensions. 25 Church Road Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1.The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. Except where modified by this permission and the above condition, the development should be carried out in accordance with the conditions attached to planning application 08/1537/P/FP. REASON: To ensure the overall scheme is in accordance with the conditions attached to planning application 08/I 537/P/FP.

14. Village Amenities.

13.1. Leisure Areas Management Report.

a. The Pit: Management of boundary bank trees.

It was a year since OCC had planned to cull the dead and dangerous trees in the bank areas of the Pit and the willow in the Dell picnic area. The Clerk had e-mailed the Tree Officer asking for the work to be done as a matter of urgency.
b. Children’s Playground. The new bark was in place. The Chairman thanked those who assisted in this job. The cost of the bark had been less than anticipated.
c. Multi Sports Court. Nothing to report.
d. Hurdeswell. Finders Keepers had installed a sturdy temporary fence

13.2. Playing Fields Matters.

The HPFA was more hopeful about grants for the refurbishment. A meeting to discuss grants was due in the coming week.

13.3. Reports from community groups.

No reports received.

13.4. Other Community Initiatives.

No reports.

14. Community Police Matters.

1. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker reported that PCSO Tina Townshend had returned to work after sick leave. Members welcomed this news,

Agreed; The Clerk would send her a welcome back card on behalf of the PC.

2. Cars had been parking on the footway by the bus stop at Station Terrace preventing wheelchair users from using the bus.

3. Criminal damage had been reported at the Three Horseshoes.

15. Allotments.

The Finance Officer reported that there was one rent outstanding on a tenancy. One tenant was growing trees now about 15 to 20 feet high; the Finance Officer would check the conditions of tenancy.

16. Cemetery Administration Matters.

Nothing to report.

17. Transport Matters.

Several local PCs were interested in a meeting with Ian Hudspeth to ask for some evening bus service. In addition to a ‘cinema bus’ Freeland residents wanted to press for a late afternoon bus service.

18. Report of Clerk. Nothing to report.
19. Miscellaneous Reports from members.  No reports received.
The Meeting ended at 9.26 pm.

Date of next Meeting.

The next Meeting of Hanborough Parish Council would be at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 9 June 2009.

The Chairman. 9 June 2009
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