MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 10 March 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chair)

	
	Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker
	Mrs Gill Battams

	
	Mr Hugh Burton
	Mr George Gasiorowski
	

	
	Dr Peter Hacking
	Mrs Jane Lewis

	
	Mr Michael Rogers
	Mrs Laura Rostron

	
	Mr Peter Thorn
	Mrs Janet Witcomb

	
	District Councillors Mr Colin Dingwall
	County Councillor Mrs Louise Chapman


181.Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from, Mr Steve Griffiths, County Councillor Mrs Louise Chapman and District Councillor Mr Toby Morris.

182.Declarations of Interest.
Mrs Laura Rostron: Personal: Secretary of the HPFA; Mrs Janet Witcomb as tenant of a Cottsway Housing Association garage in Riely Close.

183.Minutes of the last meeting.

The Minutes of the Meeting of 10 February were approved as a true record of the meeting.

184. Affordable Housing Projects: Report..

County Councillor Mrs Chapman presented a report of two recent meetings relating to the proposed access routes to the Blenheim Allotments’ site and their associated problems.

1. Report of Site Meeting 5 March.

This was attended by Mrs Chapman, with the Cabinet Member for Transport Mr Ian Hudspeth, District Councillor Mr Dingwall, Mr Phil Workman representing Riely Close Residents Association, Vice Chair Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker, and the Clerk. The purpose was to look closely at both Riely Close and the entrance to the Coffin Path. 

Mrs Chapman made the following points:

· The site meeting had been arranged in response to the strong feelings of concern expressed by the residents of Riely Close about developing the Close as an access to housing.

· The time of 10.30 am had been selected to fit in with Mr Hudspeth’s commitments. Although this was after the school start and finish times Mrs Chapman emphasised that Mr Hudspeth was fully aware of the congestion created in the Close by the ‘school run’. It had been particularly important for Mr Hudspeth to view both sites before speaking to Highways staff about the access problems.

· Mr Hudspeth would attend the Annual Parish Meeting to answer questions.

2. Report of Meeting Tuesday 10 March.

This was attended by Mrs Chapman, District Councillors Mr Dingwall and Mr. Morris with representatives of Cottsway, Blenheim Estates and WODC Planning Department to discuss the problems of the access to the allotments’ development site.

The PC Meeting noted the following points:

· The role of County Councillors and District Councillors was to represent the concerns of constituents. 

· The Councillors had set out the concerns of the residents and Parish Council very strongly, emphasising the problems of congestion and safety and the vulnerability of Riely Close to flooding. The discussion had been productive.

· The attitude of Blenheim and Cottsway representatives was flexible. They would consider the merits of both the access routes; no final decision had been made.

· The positive outcome was that a full, in-depth feasibility study would be made of all possible access routes to the allotments’ site.

· The feasibility study would produce a comparison of costs and other issues for presentation to the parish and was likely to take 8 weeks.

· A Public Exhibition would display plans and costings. Residents would be able to speak directly about the plans to Cottsway staff and WODC Councillors at the exhibition.

· This Exhibition would be held before any planning application was put forward to WODC.

· While cost was, inevitably a consideration in planning decisions, it was not the only consideration. Any planning application required discussion with Highways, access and safety issues would be taken into account.

The project building could be started in October if the access issues could be sorted in the coming two months.

Members and attending residents appreciated the comment that involving the Police in safety discussions would be important: this would be arranged.

Communication with the Hanborough Manor School.

Mrs Chapman would contact the Headteacher to discuss the matter of access issues.

A meeting between County Councillor Mrs Chapman and Riely Close residents would be arranged.

District Councillor Mr Colin Dingwall presented the following information:

· Sewerage infrastructure to serve the Blenheim site for 24 houses. 15 homes would be served by the mains and 9 by reed bed filtration.

· No further homes could be built on the site without a year long feasibility study by Thames Water.

· The development would not automatically lead to further estate building. Any extra affordable housing would have to be based on an analysis of a new local housing need survey.

· A ‘Rural Exception’ site cannot be used for a commercial housing development.

· The Draft local Development Framework for Hanborough up to 2026 showed that land beyond the allotments’ site was not identified as a potential housing site.

· The PC had been looking for a development site during the previous four years without success. 2 years ago the landowners in discussion, Blenheim and Corpus Christi did not wish to sell land at under commercial rates. The Head of Development at Cottsway, Mr Adrian Miller’s remit had been to explore ways of encouraging landowners to sell land for a Rural Exception site.

· Blenheim Estates own building division was able to tender for the work. The contract was awarded within the budget.

· In its favour was its very high quality of workmanship, given that Affordable Housing has to be built to Class 4 specifications higher than those of regular commercial buildings. Affordable housing had better insulation, and bigger room sizes. The quality of Blenheim built properties was top flight using local Cotswold stone. 

· Amenity costs of infrastructure were calculated separately from the standardised unit costs of building the homes.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Chapman and Mr Dingwall for attending to give these reports. Mrs Chapman left the Meeting at this point.  

185. Matters Arising.

171.1. Waiting Times for Physiotherapy Treatment.

The Chairman would be meeting Mr Phillip Joyce, Service Manager, Dietary and Direct Access Physiotherapy, St Barnabas Clinic, Jericho, on 16 March to discuss the problems of waiting times.
171.2. Request for weekend evening ‘cinema’ bus to Witney. 

North Leigh and Freeland Parish Councils wished to join with Hanborough in discussing this proposal with Ian Hudspeth.

186. Planning.

186.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

09/0208/P/FP, Creation of new vehicular access, 16 Roosevelt Road Long Hanborough

The Parish Council considers the proposal reasonable and has no problem with the application.

186.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC.

08/1870/P/FP: Erection of detached dwelling. Infill Plot 28-30, Millwood End, Long Hanborough.

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended)
.

2. The external walls of the dwelling shall be constructed of natural local stone in accordance with a sample panel which shall be erected on site and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to development commencing and thereafter retained on site until the development is completed. REASON: To ensure that the development matches the existing building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

3. The roof of the dwelling shall be covered with natural blue slate, a sample of which shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of the development unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. .REASON: To ensure the roof harmonises with its surrounding. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Amendment) (No.2) (England) Order, 2008 (or any Order revoking and re-​enacting that Order with or without modification) no development permitted under Article 3 and described within Class A to E of Part I to Schedule 2 shall take place. REASON: In order to preserve the character and appearance of the area and the residential amenity of neighbouring properties. (Policies BE2 and BE5 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

5. That the first floor windows in the east elevation shall be obscurely glazed prior to the first use of the dwelling and retained as such thereafter. REASON: In the interests of the residential amenity of neighbouring properties (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

6. Detailed drawings of the following items to a scale of not less than I :20 shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority before work on that part of the development takes place; windows, doors, dormer windows, roof-light and porch canopy. REASON: This information has not been submitted with the application. (Policies BE2 and BE5 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

7. No development shall take place until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority a plan indicating the positions, design, materials and type of boundary treatment to be erected. The boundary treatment shall be completed before the building is occupied. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. REASON: In the interests of the amenities of the area. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

8. No development shall take place until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority a scheme of landscaping, which shall include indications of all existing trees and hedgerows on the land, and details of any to be retained, together with measures for their protection in the course of development. REASON: To ensure that the development is complemented by adequate landscaping. (Policies NE6 and BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011). All planting, seeding or turfing comprised in the approved details of the landscaping shall be carried out in the first planting and seeding season following the first occupation and any trees or plants, which within a period of 5 years from the completion of the development die, are removed or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the next planting season with others of similar size and species, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. REASON: To ensure that the approved landscaping features are properly implemented. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

10. The means of access between the land and the highway shall be formed, laid out and constructed in accordance with the specification of the means of access attached hereto, and that all ancillary works therein specified shall be undertaken in accordance with the said specification prior to first occupation.

REASON: To ensure a safe and adequate access. (Policy BE3 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

11. The car parking areas (including where appropriate the marking out of parking spaces) shown on the approved plans shall be constructed prior to occupation of the development and thereafter be permanently retained and used for no other purpose. REASON: To ensure that adequate car parking facilities are provided. (Policy BE3 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

12. That prior to the commencement of development a methodology for a phased contaminated land risk assessment shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The risk assessment shall be carried out in accordance with Defra and Environment Agency 'Model Procedures for the Management of Contaminated Land CLR 11'. Any remediation works identified as part of the risk assessment shall then be carried out and a full validation report submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to first occupation of the dwelling. REASON: To ensure that any ground, water and gas contamination is identified and adequately addressed to ensure the safety of the development (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

08/1890/P/FP: Alterations to include new door to side elevation. 72 Main Road, Long Hanborough.

Granted subject to a condition.

The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

186.3. Local Development Framework Interim Report: parishes invited to comment.

The Finance Officer had previously circulated the sections of the above Interim Report relating to Hanborough. 

Carterton has asked for 1,000. Witney, Carterton and Chipping Norton were designated the main service centres. Hanborough was considered a small service centre.

Mr Dingwall reminded the meeting that the Government required West Oxfordshire to build an extra 3,700 houses over the coming decade. If WODC did not identify where these homes should be built then the South East regional body would make the decisions.

Agreed; The Planning Group would discus the report and make comments.

187. Finance.

187.1. The following monthly schedule of accounts was approved for payment.

Data Protection Act
187.2. February receipts

 
[image: image1.emf]Description of receipt Amount

cemetery fees 240.00       

bank interest 0.28           

Total receipts 240.28       


188. Highways and Footpaths.

188.1. Parish Roads.

a. A4095 Matters.

A series of pot holes had been reported on Station Hill railway bridge.

Agreed: The Clerk would inspect the problem and contact Highways as quickly as possible.

b. Proposed footway improvements at the Co-op access.

These had been agreed. Mr Tamplin, site architect had not been given any further information and advised the PC to write to the Co-op to move the project forward; a small scheme such as this could get left behind. At present the work could be completed before the OCC signed off the whole site project.

Agreed: the Clerk would write to the C0-op to request action.

c. Silver Railings Bus Shelter.

The Clerk was awaiting information from Paul Wilson as to whether the PC would have to pay for installing a tarmac apron area behind the shelter.

Agreed: the Clerk would follow this up.

d. Disintegrating tarmac surface on the southern side of the Bladon approach to the George and Dragon crossing.

Agreed: The Clerk would report and follow this up.

e. Church Road: pot holes reported.

Agreed: The Clerk would report the pot hole at the Church Road/ Roosevelt Road junction.

f. Unsightly Concrete Bollard installed by a field tenant.

The tenant had recently re-installed the unsightly concrete bollard which he had been required to remove. The Clerk had reported this to Highways; Paul Wilson was following this up.

Agreed: the Clerk would check progress.

g. Church Hanborough matters..

Litter had accumulated on the verge between Church Hanborough and Lower Road.

Agreed: the Clerk would request a specific litter pick by WODC.

h. Lower Road.

Members reported concerns about the levels of inert waste material being deposited at the City Farm by McKenna Plant Hire Oxford Ltd. The mounds currently appeared to create too high a profile and did not replicate the natural landscape as required.

Agreed: The Clerk would ask the OCC Enforcement Officer to inspect the site.

Agreed: this would be done.

188.2. Parking Concerns.

a. Visibility at the Surgery car park entrance.

The Deputy Manager of the Surgery had reported that cars were parking on the carriageway at southern edge of the car park too close to the exit, so that drivers had problems checking for traffic as they left the car park. Recently there had been a ‘near miss’ between two vehicles. Highways had suggested that the Surgery could pay for the installation of access protection markings across the entrance/exit to the surgery car park.

Agreed: The Clerk had informed the Surgery and would investigate more details.

b. Parking by The Swan.

Members were reminded that the PC had registered concern that there would be parking pressures by the Swan. Members had requested more parking places on the Swan site than the final plans provided. The Swan’s business was now expanding with an increase in parking on the surrounding roads. The Millwood End Residents’ Association was concerned on two counts:

1. Customers were parking on the slim verge adjacent to the Swan at the top of Swan Hill. This was a location where large vehicles might need to reverse in the face of oncoming traffic.

2. Cars were also parking opposite the Swan adding to congestion at the entry to Millwood End. At times, when delivery vehicles were serving nearby properties, access to Millwood End was effectively blocked and residents needed to approach via Abelwood Road.  Vehicles had been seen parked opposite the Swan on the bend causing a serious problem to cars approaching the bend, both from Swan Hill and the main road.

Agreed: the Clerk would inform Highways of these concerns and ask Highways to investigate the problems.

c. Parking in Riely Close near the junction with the A4095.

Vehicles were parking too near the A4095 by the Methodist Church, creating a blind spot for drivers accessing Riely Close.

Members were informed that the Police were aware of this problem. Parents bringing children to school had been asked to park in the Playing Fields car park so that their children could access the rear entrance to the school. This option was not popular in wet weather because there was no footpath from the car park to the rear school gate. 

A few years ago PC Nicolson had indicated that funding to assist installing a paved path there might be available via the NAG. This could encourage parents to use the car park rather than Riely Close. 

Agreed: Residents would be reminded that parking to near the A4095 was dangerous. The Herald would carry an article suggesting residents could take down the registration number of parked cars creating a hazard and contact Phil Workman. He would check whether an offence was being committed.

2. The Clerk would contact Bill Oddy, WODC Safety Officer to investigate possible funding.

d. Parking problems at Station Terrace..

Members noted that parking in front of Station Terrace was getting worse. Residents could not guarantee access to their own driveway.

Installing a Disabled Parking space for a Station Terrace resident.

OCC had advised that the disabled resident might be eligible to have a disabled person’s parking bay outside or near her property, but any such bay would be for any disabled person to use. It could only be a personal space if a traffic regulation order was made. Mr Mike Ruse at Speedwell House was the contact person for this request.

Agreed: The Clerk would write to Mike Ruse to request a disabled parking space.

The Transport Representative reported that Great Western was aware that more parking spaces were required at Hanborough, Kingham and Morton in Marsh. For a few days recently parking spaces had been significantly reduced by the Bus Museum to enable contractors to bring large lorries near the Museum. 

Talks had been taking place with a local Hanborough landowner earlier in the year to acquire land for parking near Station Bridge. Mr Wilkins had pointed out to Great Western that land used on the south west side of the line would require a footbridge access. He would check whether this extra parking proposal was on hold due to the recent general financial problems. Parking charges might be introduced to reduce congestion 

Members noted that the verge opposite North Oxford Garage was wide enough to accommodate cars and that an area of informal verge parking near the M40 had become a well organised parking site. 

188.3. Footpaths and Footways.

a. Long Hanborough to Church Hanborough (Church Road) footway.

At the approach to Field Fare from Long Hanborough, the footway crosses a field access and the tarmac driveway to the engineering works. The footway tarmac was non-existent in front of the field gate and the very uneven surface was lower than the driveway to the engineering works. This combination of different levels and broken surface was proving hazardous, particularly at dusk. A resident with an electric buggy could not negotiate that section and a child was hurt falling over on the uneven surface.

Agreed: The Clerk would ask Highways to reinstate a complete tarmac linking section. 

b. Diversion of a section of Footpath No 5.

The Order setting up the diversion near City Farm had been made and was on display.

189. Environment and Health Matters.

189.1. Riely Close Recycling Centre: Continuing problems.

The Clerk kept in close touch with Bob Lightfoot to ensure the contractors cleared the site frequently; but with trade waste regularly deposited there, serious problems remained.

District Councillor Colin Dingwall had agreed that an alternative site should be found and was investigating two possible sites.

189.2. Problem of overflowing dog litter bins.

Problems had been reported about the bin near the Long Hanborough entry sign and in particular a recurrent problem outside 28 Millwood End. Millwood End was very popular not only with residents but with many visiting dog walkers. The WODC team had agreed to schedule more frequent collections. The Clerk had asked whether a larger bin could be installed.

189.3. OCC Carbon Action Plan: Proposal to switch off selected lengths of lighting on rural traffic routes from around midnight to 5.30 am where safe to do so.

This was one of a number of initiatives OCC was trawling as part of its Carbon Action Plan.

PC views were invited on this proposal. OCC would seek the views of the Police before making a final decision. A plan of Long Hanborough highlighting street light columns was being circulated. Agreed: The street plan would be circulated for members to make comments. The Clerk would circulate comments with the Agenda and Minutes.

190. Village Amenities.

190.1. Leisure Facilities Management Report.

a. The Pit.

No safety matters reported.

b. Children’s Playground.

The Manager had replaced 28 steel rings supporting the hexagon swings; one ring had been highlighted in the ROSPA report so The Manager replaced them all for safety.

c. Multi Sports Court.

Nothing to report.

d. Hurdeswell.

The Finders Keepers Letting Agency was managing a Hanborough rented property the boundary of which abutted Hurdeswell. The firm had arranged for some trees and hedge to be removed but this work had left a gap. This was creating a hazard as the gap was located directly above a substantial drop down to the garden of the property. Finders Keepers had arranged to make good the gap and plant hedging in spring; meanwhile the Clerk had put up hazard tape to warn people of a problem.

Agreed: The Clerk would write to Finders Keepers requesting the firm to install safety temporary fencing as soon as possible.

190.2. Playing Field Matters.

The HPFA was now in a position to start applying for grants towards funding the kitchen and toilet improvements.

Agreed: Mrs Rostron would ask the Committee to press ahead with the plans for a footpath leading to the rear of the school.

190.3. Reports from other community groups.

Emergency Planning.

The Emergency Planning Working Group had met and was working to incorporate relevant parts of the plans from Cassington and Bampton into the earlier Hanborough Plan designed by the PC some years ago. Flooding was not a major issue for Hanborough unlike those villages. Setting up an effective telephone tree line of communication was essential.

190.4. Community Initiatives.

The performance of Rapunzel and the Tower of Doom arranged by Mrs Rostron was scheduled for Saturday 29 March. 103 out of 108 tickets had been sold.

191. Community Police Matters.

a Police Report March 2009.

1. PCSO Phil Workman has been liaising with the school in Riley Close to look at the parking problems that occur when children go into school and come out of school in the afternoon.  Parents are requested to either use the car park in the Pavilion area or where possible to walk their children to school.  This would reduce the load for the residents of Riley Close.

2. The next NAG Meeting is on 8 April at the Woodstock Police Station at 7 pm.

3. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker had sent round an email to remind councillors of the opportunity to nominate a member of Thames Valley Police for the Community Policing Award 2009 by 17 April.. This could be done online on the police site www.thamesvalley.police.uk, or from police stations or libraries. 

4. There were youths in New Road making trouble last weekend. The residents were informed that they should report this incident themselves.

  Last week Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker had attended a restorative justice meeting but unfortunately the youth concerned did not arrive so the meeting was re-scheduled for the coming Thursday. She would let everyone know by e-mail the outcome of the meeting.

192. Parish Council Matters.

192.1. Reviewing Standing Orders for public participation at PC Meetings.

OALC had informed Parishes that public participation sessions now needed to be formally included early in monthly meeting agendas. 

Agreed: The Salaries Working Group would discuss this proposal and make a recommendation to the Council.

192.2. Annual Parish Meeting Agenda.

The Methodist Church Trustees had been invited to present the plans for the redevelopment of the Church buildings at the Annual Parish Meeting.

193. Cemetery Administration Matters.

Nothing reported.

194. Allotments.

No matters to report.

195. Transport Matters.

The Cotswold Line Promotion Group had organised a chartered train trip to Torbay on 9 May. Standard tickets were still available from Mr Wilkins. This was a not for profit exercise and the fare could not be paid for in travel tokens. Unfortunately there were only two coaches with disabled facilities. These coaches were not accessible from Hanborough Station platform.

196. Report of Clerk.

Mrs Cathy Brittin had sent her thanks to Members for the card and flowers the PC had sent her after her return from hospital.

197.Report of District Councillors.

Mr Colin Dingwall had noted the following points raised in the Meeting:

1. District funds might be available to help the HPFA install a footpath from the car park to the rear entrance of the school. The Chill-Out Fund managed by County Councillor Mrs Chapman could also be of assistance.

2. Mr Dingwall would discuss the station parking problems with Roger File of Blenheim Estates.

3. He would discuss this matter of parking by The Swan with the planners.

4. Problems with the recycling bins at Riely Close.

Mr Dingwall was researching two sites which might be suitable to replace Riely Close as the recycling centre. The Co-op might be open to housing the bins at the rear of the site. A site of poor agricultural land at the western boundary of Hurdeswell owned by Blenheim might be suitable.

Information about the WODC Council Tax 2009-10.

This had been raised by 4.9% which worked out at a penny a day. The monthly tax on a Band D house was £78.50. In that band a resident received all the District services for £1.50 a week.

The Government required WODC to reduce its costs by £300,000 a year for three years. The District would need to draw on reserves at a time when interest rates had significantly fallen. WODC had invested £9 million in Iceland Banks. It was likely that the District would get this back eventually but this did not make up for current loss of interest from the missing funds. 

198. Report from Members.

Mrs Witcomb had been selected to attend a composting course arranged by OCC.

Agreed: Mrs Witcomb would provide a report for the PC and Hanborough Herald.

The Meeting ended at 9.30 pm.

Date of next Meeting.

The next ordinary Meeting of Hanborough Parish Council would be at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 14 April 2009.

The Chairman 14 April 2009. 
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