MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 13 January 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chair)

	
	Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker
	Mr Hugh Burton

	
	Dr Peter Hacking
	Mr Michael Rogers
	

	
	Mrs Laura Rostron
	Mr Peter Thorn

	
	Mrs Janet Witcomb
	Mr Toby Morris (District Councillor)

	
	
	


144.Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from Mrs Gill Battams, Mr George Gasiorowski Mr Steve Griffiths, County Councillor Mrs Louise Chapman and District Councillor Mr Colin Dingwall.

145.Declarations of Interest.
Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker: Personal and Prejudicial as Treasurer of HPFA.

Mrs Laura Rostron: Personal: Secretary of the HPFA.

146.Minutes of the last meeting.

The Minutes of the Meeting of 9 December were approved as a true record of the meeting.

147.Matters arising from the Minutes.

147.1 Christmas Tree lights. 130.2.

The street light adaptor plug had been faulty. Following its repair there were no problems with the tree lights, although a number of bulbs did not function. 

147.2.. Fidelity Guarantee/PC insurance issue. 132.3

The PC was now required to obtain an annual OCC Highways licence to power the Christmas Tree lights from a street light. The licence application forms assumed that any organisation applying would have Public Liability cover of £10,000,000 as the standard level of insurance for Highways agreements. Although the PC currently only had cover of £5,000,000 it had been granted a licence for Christmas 2008. Members discussed whether to pay to increase the PC’s liability cover. They noted that the cost of PC insurance was already due to rise to meet the cost of the increased Fidelity Guarantee cover.

Agreed: 1. The PC would review risk assessments and appropriate liability cover for all public areas under PC responsibility.

2. The PC would retain public liability cover of £5 million for the time being.

147.3. Hurdeswell – problems of dog wandering. (136.1 d.)

Dave Austin was now WODC Enforcement Officer and delegated follow up of such problems. He had asked his staff to contact the Clerk to discuss the allegation but the Christmas period had intervened.

Agreed: The Clerk would check on progress.

147.4. Request for evening bus service on Route 11 or Route 242.

The Clerk has just written to the Clerks of Freeland and North Leigh to ask for a shared request for this improvement in bus services and would expect to hear shortly.

148. Financial Matters.

148.1. Monthly Schedule of Accounts for Payment.

Agreed: Members approved the following schedule of accounts for payment.

Data Protection Act

December Receipts.

 
[image: image1.emf]Description of receipt Amount

cemetery fees 120.00       

bank interest 0.77           

Hanborough Fireworks 100.00       

Total receipts 220.77       


Agreed: The PC would write to the Fireworks Committee congratulating the members on the impressive takings the event had achieved and thanking them for the donation of £100 towards the Hurdeswell Carols refreshments.

149. Parish Council Matters

149.1. Carols Event for 2009.

This years carol evening and refreshments had been very successful and well attended. Offering residents refreshments at the Recreation hall before and after the event was clearly popular.

Agreed: The PC would book the 2009  on the last Sunday evening before Christmas with the same pattern of refreshments.

2. Agreed: Members recorded special thanks to Mr and Mrs Rogers and Mrs Witcomb for their help with refreshments and Mr Griffiths and his family for providing the music.

3. Agreed: If Suzuki was not able to sponsor a tree for 2009, the PC would look for another sponsor or fund the tree.

4. Agreed: The PC should organise a new display of coloured tree lights for 2009. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker would research the ‘best buy’.

149.2. Annual Parish Meeting 2009.

1. Agreed: The Clerk would book the Recreation Hall for the evening of Tuesday 24 March.

2. Agreed: Mr Toby Morris would arrange for Cath James, Director Environmental Services WODC, to attend and speak on the subject of current and future recycling policy.

3. Agreed: Mrs Rostron would arrange for a progress report of the parish Community Responders project.

149.3. Code of Conduct : Report of Working Group Meeting.

Members noted and approved the Working Group’s recommendations which the Clerk had forwarded to the Consultation on behalf of the PC.

The Group had held a useful discussion as to whether a Code should be subscribed to by PC employees. Members judged that this would be useful but the full code for members was not appropriate for employees and did not need to include signing a register of interests since no employee voted on PC issues. 

The PC would prefer two levels of a Code:

One which would set the standard of behaviour expected of the Clerk and Finance Officer;

A simpler code for employees who did not make decisions, but in carrying out the instructions of the PC met members of the public in the course of their work for the PC.

149.4. Proposed Contract of Employment for the Clerk and Finance Officer.

The PC had not ever drawn up a detailed Contract of Employment for the officers. A model contract was now available.

Agreed: A Working Group would look at job descriptions and a Model Contract for future use by the PC.

149.4. OALC Update.

Members noted the following information circulated by the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils:

a. The Post Office had been awarded the contract to continue providing the Post Office Card Account from 2010t0 March 2015, in order to support a viable Post Office network.

b. Carnegie UK Trust Search for Rural Champions.

These Champions would be designated ‘Rural Sparks’. Nominations were invited from anyone who considered themselves or somebody they know to have achieved something remarkable within their rural community.

Agreed: The Clerk would investigate the criteria for nominations.

149.5. Public Participation and the Code of Conduct.

The Clerk would check the guidance for managing public participation sessions at Council meetings set out in a briefing paper.

149.6. Emergency Planning.

The Clerk had requested copies of OALC slides relating to Emergency Planning for Parishes.

149.7.ORCC information on ‘Money for Improving Rural Access to Services’.

Members noted the key goals of the Programme which could assist local projects.

149.8. Other matters for Report: Parish Emergency Plan.

Bampton Parish Council had recently published a community emergency plan and would forward a copy for the PC Working Group to study.

150. Community Police Report.

150.1. Report of Meeting with Chief Inspector Jack Malhi.

The Chief Inspector had very helpfully arranged a meeting with the Chairman, The Vice Chair and the Clerk just prior to Christmas, to discuss the PC’s concerns about recent anti-social behaviour. Jack Malhi had taken the PC’s concerns seriously and was asking PC Conner to set up a meeting between the PC, the staff of the Youth Offending team and the PCSOs to draw up a co-ordinated plan of action for the Parish. This looked to be a way forward. Given the reduced police cover following Tina Townshend’s absence he was arranging for a PCSO from Eynsham to give cover to the parish.

150.2. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker delivered the following Police Report.

‘1.We were asked this month how many people benefited from the information we received from the Thames Valley Community Messaging Service.  I put down at least 1500, as this report goes into the Han Herald and also people pick up the Herald in the Post Office so it could go far and wide!

2. The National Dog’s Trust will be collecting in this area in the first half of 2009.  Please check the ID of the collector who will visit in the afternoon or early evening.

3.Car keys have been stolen from houses at night, in this area.  Minis and Ford Focuses are particularly targeted.  Don’t leave your car keys near a letterbox or downstairs at night.  Take them upstairs in your bedroom when you retire at night.’

150.3. Recent vandalism: 

· The young person involved had been taken to court, had received a 2 year supervision order comparable to an adult probation order and was required to report to a supervising officer once a fortnight who would discuss measures for improving behaviour. The police were also talking to the young person’s parents. 

· A representative of the Restorative Justice Service had met Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker and the Chairman of the HPFA to discuss ideas they had about suitable tasks which the young person could carry out in recompense for the vandalism committed at the Pavilion. 

· The Parish Council as owner of the site damaged by graffiti was also invited to suggest a task for the young person to undertake in reparation for the damage caused. 

· The young person would have to agree to take part in the restorative justice programme.

Agreed: The PC would ask the Leisure Areas Manager to suggest a useful task of reparation for the young person to complete.
150.4. Possible substance abuse in the Parish.

Mrs Witcomb reported an incident which might have been the result of substance abuse. Mr Rogers reported a concern that the secluded entrance to the former Oxford Scientific Film site might be a place for drug activity. He had noted unusual activity there in one evening.

Agreed: Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker would alert the PCSO’s to these concerns.

151. Planning.

151.1 Comments made on recent planning applications.

08/1791/P/FP. Erection of dwelling and new vehicular access. Old Farm House 194 Main Road Long Hanborough.

Regularly applicants have been advised that the type of development of the type proposed would be consistent with Policy H7. Nothing has changed and the Parish Council considers for this reason that this application should be refused.

The proposed dwelling is close to the one to the east and is un-neighbourly.

The Parish Council is opposed to this application.

08/1800/P/FP. Erection of single storey extension. 3 Shepherds Farm, Main Road, Long Hanborough.

The Parish Council considers this to be a sensible improvement and supports the application

08/1870 P/FP. Erection of detached dwelling. Infill plot 28-30 Millwood End Long Hanborough.

The Parish Council has no objection to application. The house is of good proportion and does not overlook neighbouring properties. The design is pleasing to the eye and will tidy up what is at present a very untidy area. The Parish Council supports this application.

151.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC

08/1649/P/FP: Erection of canopy over existing storage area. North Oxford Garage Ltd Main Road Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended).

2. Prior to the commencement of development a sample detailing the colour and the finish of the polyester canvas shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority and retained as such thereafter. REASON: To ensure the preservation of the character and appearance of the area. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

08/1725/P/FP: Alterations and increase in roof height to form first floor with front and rear dormer  windows. First floor side and two storey rear extensions. 12 Main Road, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended)

2. The roof and walls of the proposed extension shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).
3.That prior to the commencement of development amended plans shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority omitting the two first floor bedroom windows in the north east elevation. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved plans. REASON: In the interests of the residential amenity of the neighbouring properties (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order, 1995 (or any Order revoking and re-enacting that Order with or without modification) no additional openings shall be constructed in the side elevations of the building. REASON: To avoid future overlooking. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

08/1737/P/FP: Conversion of outbuilding to provide ancillary living accommodation, home office and store room. Mill Farm, Lower Road, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended)

2. The roof(s) of the building(s) shall be covered with reclaimed clay tiles a sample of which shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of the development unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. REASON: To ensure the roof harmonises with its surrounding. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

3. Detailed drawings of the following items to a scale of not less than I :20 shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority before work on that part of the development takes place; roof lights.

REASON: This information has not been submitted with the application. (Policies BE2 and BE1 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

4. The accommodation hereby permitted shall not be occupied at any time other than for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling known as Mill Farm. REASON: The building has to be restricted as ancillary to the main dwelling as its separate occupation would not be acceptable in this location (Policy H4 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

08/1738/P/LB: Internal and external alterations to include conversion of outbuilding to ancillary living accommodation, home office and store room. Insertion of roof lights and replace roof materials with reclaimed clay tiles.  Mill Farm, Lower Road, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions

1. This Listed Building Consent is granted subject to the condition that the works to which it relates must be begun not later than the expiration of three years beginning with the date on which the consent is granted. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of S.18 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (As amended)

2. All new works and works of making good shall be carried out in materials, and detailed, to match the adjoining original fabric except where shown otherwise on the approved drawings. REASON: To preserve the architectural integrity of the Listed Building. (Policy BET of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

3. No demolitions, stripping out, removal of structural elements, replacement of original joinery or fittings and finishes shall be carried out except where shown and noted on the approved drawings. REASON: To preserve internal features of the Listed Building. (Policy BE? of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011).

08/1791/P/FP: Erection of dwelling and new vehicular access. Old Farm House, 194 Main Road, Long Hanborough.

Refused.

1. That the proposed dwelling due to its location and the works required to provide access would have an unacceptable impact on the character and appearance of the Street Scene and would detract from the open and sporadic nature of development in this part of Long Hanborough. As such the proposal is considered contrary to Policies BE2 and BE4 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011.

2. That the proposed dwelling. which is located outside of the main built up part of Long Hanborough, does not provide accommodation for which there is an essential agricultural or other operational need for a full time worker to live on site. As such the proposal is contrary to Policies H4 and H7 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011.

152. Affordable Housing Projects.

152.1. Blenheim Allotments Site : Access Issues.

Adrian Miller, Head of Development at Cottsway Housing Association, had reported that Mrs. Symington, via her agent, had agreed in principle to sell a strip of land adjacent to the Coffin Path. However a closer survey of the track and hedgerow indicated the following problems and costs:

· The length of the track is three times the length extending Riley’s through the garage block and 3 times the cost (factor in all the drainage and services.)

· The existing Dutch elms tree and hedgerow would have to be cleared and moved back. There is major badger set that would have to be relocated. The loss of Elms may be very sensitive even with replanting.

· The tree/hedge line is invariably 4 feet lower then the track and requires a great deal of ‘fill. ’The entrance to the track from main t is not good, a wide spay to get the sight lines left and right would be required. There is a telecoms pole and two footpath double manholes with telecoms that would require relocating.

· Affordable Housing funding could not absorb such high costs; so by far the preferred means of access was through Riely Close. The Coffin Path access would only be a ‘fallback’.

The Chairman was anxious to discuss the existing pressures on the Riely Close access.

Agreed: The Clerk would arrange a site meeting between the Chairman and Mr Miller.

152.2. Myrtle Farm Project: Response to the PC’s request for a footpath on Swan Hill.

The Senior Planner, WODC, did not support the PC’s request to install a footpath between Swan Lane and the rear of the proposed development at Myrtle Farm on the following grounds:

· The footpath would put pressure on the existing hedgerow which is part of the character of Swan Lane. 
· A footpath would impact on the security of the proposed dwellings as well as potentially requiring the whole site to move further east into the farm. 

· There was to be a footpath within the scheme adjacent to the access road so, in the event that the field to the north of the site were ever to be developed, pedestrian and vehicular access could be continued from within this site.

Members expressed extreme disappointment at this negative response. The hedge was in no way ‘historic’ or special and could easily be replanted a metre eastwards. Most residents no longer walked down Swan Hill because it was hazardous. If the route could be made safer more people could consider walking from Hanborough to use the rail service from Combe station.

Agreed: The Parish Council felt strongly that a footpath should be provided along Swan Lane and should continue to press its case. The Finance Officer would write to Mr Methven expressing this view.

153. Health Matters.

1. Proposal to set up a pharmacy at the surgery.

The Primary Care Trust had confirmed that 'it was necessary and desirable to grant the Hanborough Medical Services Ltd application for the provision of NHS Pharmaceutical Services at the Churchill Way surgery.’

Named interested parties who had objected had thirty days in which to lodge an appeal. The surgery was optimistic that the project would now go ahead.

2. Government Consultation on proposed changes to GPs ’rural dispensing services.

Many patients in rural communities are able to get prescription drugs from their GP, rather than a pharmacy. Ministers had now rejected changing the rules on which GP practices could provide drugs directly to their patients. Rural doctors had campaigned against the changes, warning they threatened the future of GP dispensaries.

	

	


154. Highways and Footpaths.

154.1. Parish Roads.

a. A4095

Nothing to report.

b. Church Road. 

Nothing to report.

c. Lower Road. 

Nothing to report.

d. Church Hanborough matters.

Nothing to report.

e. Footpaths and footways.

Consultation on proposed temporary diversion of part of Footpath No 5, City Farm landfill site.

The proposed diversion would reduce damage by lorry movements and noise for nearby residents. The diversion would be reversed when the landfill was completed.

Agreed: The PC had no objections to register on this proposal.

155. Village Amenities.

1. Leisure Facilities Management Report.

a. The Pit. 

No safety matters to report.

b. Children’s Playground.

A small number of minor problems had been identified in the recent ROSPA Report. The Leisure Areas Manager was concerned that the Inspector had again reported two problems which had been identified in the first Report of 2008 but subsequently rectified during the summer. The recent Report was, therefore, inaccurate. Members agreed that a ROSPA Report had national credibility and should be accurate. The Leisure Areas Manager maintained the Playground equipment meticulously and it was unfair to imply that problems had not been corrected.

Agreed: The Clerk would register the PC’s concerns about inaccuracies in the Report.

c. Multi Sports Court.

Nothing to report.

d. Hurdeswell.

Nothing to report.

e. Playing Field Matters.

Committee Meetings were going well. 

Agreed: The Clerk would find out the arrangements North Leigh residents made for showing films in their village.

f. Any other community initiatives.

No reports received.

156. Cemetery Administration Matters 

A resident had reported her concern that the broken seat in the Cemetery was dangerous. Dr Peter Hacking was researching the cost of a replacement seat.

Agreed: The Finance Officer would arrange removal of the broken seat as matter of Health and Safety.

138. Allotments. 

Nothing to report.

139 Transport Matters.

Nothing to report.

140. Report of Clerk.

The Oxford Conservation Group had contacted parishes with dates available for the Group to complete outdoor projects and a list of tasks the group could tackle.

141. Report of District Councillor. 

· The Chief Executive was sharing his time between WODC and Cotswold DC on a trial basis. The trial period was at the half way point.

· WODC finances were supported less by the reserves because of very low interest rates. The District anticipated that eventually all the funds invested in Icelandic banks would be recovered.

· District Councillor Colin Dingwall had set up a working party with the idea of keeping people employed in the area. To that end he was keen to identify Rural Exception Sites to deliver housing association developments. The planners would make every effort to judge sites sympathetically and positively in relation to the RES criteria.

142. Report of County Councillor.

No report received.

143. Miscellaneous Report from Members.

1. Receiving the Electoral Roll by e-mail.

The Chairman had reported difficulties downloading the full Electoral Roll to WODC staff. The instructions were complicated. Other members had experienced this problem and had requested paper copies. 

2. Internet security and a recent scam.

The Chairman had been informed that people were receiving phone calls purporting to be from banks checking on possible credit card fraud. People should on no account give out details of their credit cards, especially the security number on the reverse of a credit card.

3. Dog Walkers misusing the Playing Fields litter bin.

Mr Rogers reported that dog walkers were still depositing full poop scoop bags in the ordinary rubbish bin in the Playing field Car Park. Members noted that a few years ago the Dog Warden had advised the HPFA to re-site the dog waste bin from outside the Playing Field gates to a site in the car park. At the time the HPFA committee had not wished to arrange this.

The Chairman requested Mrs Rostron to discuss this suggestion at the next HPFA meeting.

The Meeting ended at 9.31 pm.

Date of next Meeting.

The next ordinary Meeting of Hanborough Parish Council would be at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 10 February 2009.

The Chairman 10 February 2009. 
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				Payee		Description of payment		Cash		Cheque no.

								£

				Thames Water Utilities		water charges		9.17		102229

				WODC		grass cutting		153.76		102230

				LAWNMOWER		ride on mower service		312.90		102231

				Margaret L Johnson ltd		office supplies		85.68		102232

				Data Protection Act		exempt data		509.37		102233

				Data Protection Act		exempt data		444.08		102234

				Data Protection Act		exempt data		351.35		102235

				Data Protection Act		exempt data		203.89		102236

				Post Office ltd		PAYE & NI		355.89		102237

				Andrew Booth		Christmas Tree lighting		250.00		102238

				Cottsway Housing Asc. Ltd.		garage rent		85.96		102239

						Total payments		2,762.05
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		Description of receipt		Amount

		cemetery fees		120.00

		bank interest		0.77

		Hanborough Fireworks		100.00

		Total receipts		220.77
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		Description of receipt		Amount

		cemetery fees		120.00

		bank interest		0.77

		Hanborough Fireworks		100.00

		Total receipts		220.77






