MINUTES OF THE HANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council held at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 10 February 2009 in the Welcome Room of Methodist Church, the following were present:

	Mr Peter Brittin (Chair)

	
	Mrs Gill Battams
	Dr Peter Hacking

	
	Mrs Jane Lewis
	Mr Michael Rogers
	

	
	Mrs Laura Rostron
	Mr Peter Thorn

	
	Mrs Janet Witcomb
	

	
	
	


163.Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from Mrs Jeanette Braybrooke-Tucker, Mr Steve Griffiths, County Councillor Mrs Louise Chapman and District Councillors Mr Colin Dingwall and Mr Toby Morris.

164.Declarations of Interest.
Mrs Laura Rostron: Personal: Secretary of the HPFA.

165.Minutes of the last meeting.

The Minutes of the Meeting of 13 January were approved as a true record of the meeting.

166.Affordable Housing Projects: Report and Public Participation.

A number of Residents (19approx) attended, with an interest in the report on developing Riely Close as the access road for the Blenheim Allotments affordable housing project. 

167. Alteration to the order of the Agenda.

In view of the number of residents attending for the report on affordable housing Agenda item, the Chairman proposed to take the Affordable Housing item first; this was agreed.

168. Recent developments relating to the development of the Blenheim Allotments site for affordable housing: report and discussion.

The Chairman welcomed the residents attending for the report of the recent site meeting held with Adrian Miller, Head of Development at Cottsway Housing, to discuss the difficulties to be overcome in making an access road to the affordable housing project through Riely Close. The PC had requested this site meeting after learning that Cottsway had judged that Affordable Housing funds could not absorb the exceptionally high costs involved in developing an access via the Coffin Path.

Mr Miller’s feasibility assessment, as an initial basis for discussion with the Highways engineers, was that an access could be developed through opening up the corner of the back way to the garages. The existing pumping station would need to be replaced and upgraded to serve the Close and the additional new houses. That new station could be set back further into the site already cleared of garages. If the remaining garages (let on a monthly basis) were demolished it looked as if a full width carriageway could utilise the opened space, yet with enough area for equivalent reserved open parking and a pedestrian footway. Engineering a route via the garage site involved negotiating a gentler incline than an access directly from the Reily Close hammer head.

Mr Miller had particularly noted the parking pressures on the entrance to Riely Close and that the road was narrowest at the point of entry to the school. Any plan to use Reily Close would require significant parking improvements such as installing an extra lay bye immediately south of the car park. This was not a final plan in detail as a number of options would need to be examined.

The Chairman invited residents to contribute to the discussion.

Riely Close residents handed the Chairman a petition stating that they:

‘.. strongly object to the proposed road being considered through Riely Close to the new development by Cottsway Housing’.

to consider a road using Reily Close as the access to the new development.

The residents fully supported the housing project itself. Dedicated affordable housing was urgently needed in the village. They did not wish to see it abandoned, but from their daily experience of the existing and increasing traffic problems at the Close, they needed to express their gravest concerns about the feasibility of making Riely Close a development access as a matter of urgency.

The Meeting noted the following key points made by the residents during the discussion.

1. Pedestrian Safety Issues.

The hazards of increasing congestion at the key central site in the village were the residents’’ greatest concern.

Vehicle congestion overwhelmed the junction of Riely Close and the A4095 and the access to the school. It was not just that the area was chaotic at school access times, the pressures existed throughout the day, due to the proximity of the Church community rooms, recycling centre, Post Office and shopping parade; facilities needed in addition by residents from outlying villages. 
2. Flooding Issues.

The Close was regularly vulnerable to carriageway flooding. Carriageway run-off from the new section of road on an incline would create a significant extra flood hazard.

3. Concerns about weak drains and the capacity of a new pumping station.

The new pumping facility would need to be substantial. There was concern that this might put pressure on Riely Close drains. The drains to some properties had collapsed in the past and privately owned properties had been required to contribute financially towards the repair work. The owners involved were concerned that vulnerable drains might be damaged by site traffic and they might be financially penalised once more.

4. Security Issues.

The residents whose homes would back onto the new road section, felt insecure about that prospect. 

5.Parking Issues and loss of garage amenity.

Some residents used the garages for parking some for storage. Residents were sceptical that if a carriageway was installed on the site of the garages there would be equivalent space for replacement open parking. Equivalent storage facilities would not be available.

6. Possible Loss of Garden Space.

Residents were concerned that road design would reduce the size of their gardens.

Chairman’s Comments.

The Parish Council had previously registered its concerns about the hazards of traffic and flooding and the multiple pressures on Riely Close and had stated its preference for the Coffin Path access, if viable. 

Because community safety was such a crucial issue, the Chairman had arranged to meet Adrian Miller soon as possible in order to report back at the current PC meeting about the initial assessment of the site problems. 

Mr Britten had noted Adrian Miller’s optimism that the safety issues of Riley Close could be overcome but he appreciated the deep apprehension residents had about safety at the site. 

Consultation was an issue, but the PC had not yet received any plans showing detailed proposals for the housing site or access for presentation at a consultation meeting. 

The discussion with the residents was a serious matter. In response to the residents’ legitimate concerns the PC resolved the following:

Agreed: The PC would write to Mr Miller fully representing the residents’ concerns and urgently requesting Cottsway both to re-evaluate the feasibility of developing the Coffin Path as the site access and to hold further discussions with the Council on this issue. The letter would be copied to Mrs Workman, as the residents’ representative, for circulation.

Members advised residents that the most helpful course of action would be for them to contact their District Councillors about the issue.

Agreed: the Clerk would place contact details for the District Councillors on the Parish Board, immediately on the following day.

167. Matters Arising.

167.1. Request for evening bus service (147.4)

Freeland PC supported the proposal to ask for an evening bus service.

167.2. Coloured Christmas tree lights. 149.1.4.

Mrs Rostron and Mrs Lewis would help Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker research the best option.

167.3. Recognition of Rural Champions. (149.4.b.)

The deadline for nominations had ended in December. Unfortunately the award was not annual but a ‘one off’.

167.4. Emergency Planning.(149.8)

The OALC slides had not been sent through but the Bampton Plan was the most useful aid.

167.5. Possible substance abuse. (150.4)

The Police were following up this matter.

167.6. Proposed pharmacy at the Hanborough Surgery.

No objections had been filed so the Surgery was free to set up the pharmacy within a 6 month deadline.

167.7. North Leigh Cinema arrangements. (155.e)

The Chipping Norton Theatre supplied the films for North Leigh. The Clerk had been informed that showing films was not straight forward. Mama Mia had been a sell out but the previous film had made a loss, with only 25 tickets sold. The Clerk would make further enquiries. 

168. Financial Matters.

168.1. Agreed: Members approved the following schedule of accounts for payment.
Data Protection Act

168.2. January receipts

 
[image: image1.emf]Description of receipt Amount

cemetery fees 120.00       

bank interest 0.25           

Hanborough Fireworks 3,100.00    

Allianz 31.74         

Total receipts 3,251.99    


168.3. 2008.09 Pay Award.

The Finance Officer reported that following the interim pay award he had been informed that a final agreement had not been reached and that the mater was to go to arbitration which was unlikely to be settled before the end of March. To safeguard for the amount set aside to meet the pay award it was proposed and seconded and

Agreed: To carry forward to 2009/10 the balance of the budget provisions for salaries. 

168.4. Matters for Report.

Norwich Union had approached the PC offering to quote for PC insurance. Advantages would be that the firm would cover £10 million public indemnity at a lower premium than the current PC insurers. The Finance Officer was assessing whether this was best value and would report back.

169. Cemetery Administration Matters.

The quotation from Oxford memorial benches was the most economical; the quality was well known.

Agreed: The replacement bench would be purchased from Oxford Memorial Benches.

170. Planning.

170.1. Comments made on recent planning applications.

Parish Council Comments on Planning Application: 08/1890/P/FP.Alterations to include new door to side elevation. 72 Main Road Long Hanborough

This seems to be a sensible and acceptable proposal that facilitates access to an independent maisonette. 

Concern was expressed about people stepping out into the path of an on-coming vehicle passing to/from the parking area.

09/0085/P/FP. Erection  of Polytunnel. Land to the rear of 81 Millwood End Long Hanborough.

In principle the Parish Council has no objections to this application. It supports local businesses and local employment in appropriate locations. In the case of this application care must be exercised to see that it does out grow its’ location so as to cause conflict with residential nature of the area and an unacceptable increase in commercial traffic, bearing in mind that this is conservation area.

170.2. Planning Applications: decisions notified by WODC

08/1800/P/FP: Erection of single storey extension. 3 Shepherds Farm, Main Road, Long Hanborough

Granted subject to conditions.

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission. REASON: The time condition is imposed in order to comply with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended)

2. The roof and walls of the proposed extension shall be constructed of materials of the same colour, type and texture as the materials used in the construction of the existing building. REASON: To ensure the appearance of the extension matches the original building. (Policy BE2 of the West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011)

170.3. Other planning matters for report.

a. Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker had withdrawn from serving on the Planning Working Group.

Agreed: The Meeting recorded its thanks to Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker for her conscientious role on the Working Group.

b. The Chairman informed the residents that the PC had requested a footpath adjacent to the hedge on Swan Hill next to the new houses, but the planners had, so far, rejected this request.

c. Residents with a property on the Main Road attended to look at the plans for the affordable housing development on Myrtle Farm.

Although their property did not back onto the development they would wish to comment on the full planning application as the development might impinge on their view.

171. Community Health Matters.

Waiting times for physiotherapy treatment.

The Chairman reported from his own and other residents’ experience, that there was often a waiting time of several weeks for patients before starting physiotherapy treatment at the Surgery. The Assistant Manager had confirmed that the PCT allocated the funding available to the Surgery for physiotherapy services; some of the two half days allocated was required for administration. Patients judged that the effects of delays in receiving treatment were a problem. Some patients had been referred directly to the Nuffield Hospital for treatment as the quickest route to that service.

A national Shortage of Physiotherapists.

Dr Hacking reported that the service faced the problem of a long-term shortage of trained therapists at a time of an ageing population.

Members recorded their appreciation of the high quality of the Hanborough Surger while noting this particular problem.

Agreed: The PC should set a meeting to discuss whether the PCT whether the service waiting times could be reduced.

172. Highways and Footpaths.

A. Parish Roads.

172.1. WODC Review of 2008 Blenheim Game Fair traffic problems.

The Chairman and Mr Thorn had attended a briefing on the published Review of the impact of the Game Fair, a copy of which was being circulated. Members noted that it contained only a brief comment on the major traffic congestion problems the event had created.

172.2. A4095 Matters.

a. The proposed Co-op access improvements.

Ian Hudspeth, Cabinet Member for Transport was still following up the documents which could sanction the extra length of footway requested by the PC.

b. Proposed improvements to the shopping parade.

The Co-op had informed Highways that it was interested in supporting proposed improvements. Paul Wilson would contact the other shop owners or tenants once the plans were drawn up. Members would prefer a one way system as a safety improvement.

c. A resident had reported that a lorry had dented a street light pole near Wasties Orchard. An engineer had checked the light and pole. There was no electrical danger but the pole would need re-cementing into the verge. This repair was scheduled.

d.Combe Turn Visibility. 

Cars for sale were being parked in the lay bye adjacent to Myrtle Farm, so near the Combe Turn that they were impeding visibility for drivers from Combe turning left to Woodstock.

Agreed: It was unclear who owned the vehicles. The Clerk would check with PCSO Workman whether using the lay bye in this way contravened highway regulations.

172.3. Church Road.

a. Moles were once again damaging the mown verge by the Cemetery.

Agreed: No action would be taken.

b. Members noted the report from PCSO Phil Workman. The Speed Indicator check on Church Road in November showed only one vehicle travelling over 30 mph between 08.28 am and 08.58 am. He would report back on speed survey results for other roads as they became available. The Police would continue to check Church Road for speeding vehicles as resources allowed.

172.4. Lower Road.

Ian Hudspeth had informed the Chairman that although refurbishing the lay bye at the Lower Road junction had been scheduled there was, currently, nothing left in the budget to complete the work.

172.5. Church Hanborough Matters.

No report received.

172.6. Footways and Footpaths.

a. Mrs Witcomb reported a large pothole on the northern approach to the Post Office toucan crossing. 

Agreed: The Clerk would inform Highways.

b. The tarmac footpath between the school and the Adventure playground.

A resident reported that she would be planting ground cover between her property fence and the tarmac. The contractors usually cleared the school side of the path very late in the growing season.

Agreed: The Clerk would contact the school about arranging the cutting back earlier in the summer.

Other Highways Matters: New Street names.

The PC had informed the WODC Street Numbering Officer that new housing developments would start during 2009. The PC would inform him of preferred raod names once building work had started in the summer.

173. Village Amenities. 

173.1. Leisure Facilities Management Report.

a. There were no safety matters to report on the Pit, Children’s Playground and Multi Sports Court.

b. Hurdeswell. 

No matters reported.

173.2 Playing Fields matters.

The Secretary would speak to the Chairman about discussing the problem of dog waste disposal at the next HPFA Meeting.

173.3.Report of other Community Initiatives.

a. Coffee Shop at the Methodist Church.

During the two days of snow, when the school was closed, volunteers had opened the Methodist schoolroom and provided free hot drinks for people, many of whom were sledging with their children. 200 people had used this facility each day. Donations were accepted on the Friday and amounted to £150. Members recorded their appreciation of this community initiative.

Agreed: The PC’s  appreciation would be published in the Hanborough Herald.

b. Touring Theatre performance.

Mrs Rostron reminded members that the performance of ‘Rapunzel and the castle of Doom’ would take place in the Pavilion on 29 March.

174. Community Police Report.

Members noted the updates from the neighbourhood Police Teams.  

Mrs Braybrooke-Tucker had confirmed that PCSO Workman had checked the parking of a van at the junction of Churchill Way and Church Road. His judgement was that it was not causing an obstruction.

175.Parish Council Matters.

a. Mr Hugh Burton was joining the Emergency Planning Working Group.

b. Mrs Laura Rostron had resigned as a Governor of the Manor School. The Instruments of Governance of Schools were being changed and the number of school governors reduced. At present there were no vacancies to which a member of the PC could be recommended for consideration. The Chairman of the School Governors would present a report on the school at the Annual Parish Meeting. He was keen to maintain close links with the PC.

c. OALC Update.

No matters arising.

d. Consultation on alterations to the Code of Practice on Local Authority Publicity.

This document was being circulated and was on the web. The Code related more to the activities and duties of the tiers of authorities above that of the PC. It was useful to know of the Publicity Code but the PC probably did not have any relevant comments.

e. A business was looking parish publicity for online prescription glasses at a competitive price.

Agreed: The Clerk would check whether the firm would pay to run an advertisement in the Hanborough Herald. 

176. Allotments.

Nothing to Report.

177. Transport Matters.

Nothing to report.

178. Report of Clerk.

Nothing to report.

179.Report of District Councillors.

None received.

180.Report of County Councillor.

None received.

Date of next Meeting.

The next ordinary Meeting of Hanborough Parish Council would be at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 10 March 2009.

The Chairman 10 March 2009. 
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